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CHAP. LXXIII. 



An Appearance ofpajl Scenes^ 



i 



N the journey from London to the hill, 
the fenfations of Anna were, at firft, too 
ilrong for expreffion ; but as they proceed- 
ed, in the language of pure and unaffefted 
gratitude to the wife Difpofer of all events, 
ihe now drew an affecting pidture of her 
different feelings to what they were when 
the laft time (he travelled the (ame road. 
How full of forrow and anquifli did fhc 
leave her then home ! how many relu&ant 
thoughts, at quitting the friendftiip of the 
good Mrs. Wellers ! Jiow great her dif- 
irefs in the prefent, and her defpair in the 
future, profpe<5ts! She recognized the fpot 
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2 ANNA. 

where Lord Sutton and Dalton pafled her, 
and tears gullied from her eyes, when (he 
faw the fiyle from whence {he took the 
ftage. 

Nozv (he was returning, no longer the 
poor orphan, flying from the horror of a 
prifbn and the tyranny of thofe to whofe 
vain-glorious charity (he fuppofed her ev- 
idence was owing; or going a poor out- 
cad to feek her bread, in a world, where 
ihe feemed to (land alone, but triumphant, 
and abounding in friends, riches, and ho- 
nour; overpowered with the different fen- 
fations arifing from thole rqfleftions, (he 
funk in tears into the arms of her friend. 
Charmed at the whole of her behaviour, 
Mrs. Welters applauded the natural grati- 
tude of her difpofition, but begged (he 
would, at lead for the prefent, drop all 
painful necoHeftions of the pad, in the 
'Opening felicity fhe might now juftly ex* 
peft, with this one Tefle&ion, which time 
and fifty years experience had taught 

iter. 

That patience aud icfignation are only 

wanting 
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wanting to convince the moft affii&ed of 
mankind, the prefent calamity, be it ever 
fo bitter, and hard to be borne, leads, in 
fome (hape or other, to fucceeding good. 

In this happy conclufion they reached 
the hill, and were there moft affe&ionately 
received by Mr. Wellers, and welcomed 
by Dr. Collet, whofe fincere congratula- 
tions, and lively friendlhip, a little dif- 
pelled the gloom which recollection had be- 
gan to caft over our heroine's countenance.; 
as her mind grew compofed, the fatigues 
of the day were vifible to her friends, and 
painful to herfelf ; by their effed on her 
health, Dr. Collet declared faline draughts , 
And reft, were abfolutely ncceffary; Mrs. 
Clark, who attended her, anxioufly urged 
her to follow his advice, and (he retired 
immediately to bed, but not to reft. 

Her feelings fodii convinced her, how- 
ever eligible to the fupport of a mere ex- 
iftence, money and friendswere, the latent 
difeafe of the mind was as much out of 
their reach, as out of the power of medi- 
cine. Herbert, dear amiable Herbert, 
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4 ANNA. 

were he alive, to (hare with her thofe un- 
expected gifts of fortune: could fhe have 
put it in his power, to add to the hap- 
pinefsof the worthy Mrs.JHerbert, or of 
lierdear Patty; to render him independent 
of his proud coufins, were a gratification 
worthy living for! to tell him by all her 
^dtions, how the philanthrophy of his dif- 
pofition, the goodnefs of his heart, the pu- 
rity of his fentiments, now dwelt on her 
foul, were a happinefs inferior only to hea- 
ven itlclf J 

But of this felicity fhe was for ever de- 
prived, and this, in the waywardnefs of hu- 
man nature,, was all fhe coveted ; it was in 
vain fhe condemned her own want of 
thankfulnefs to heaven for its bounties, 
and attempted to footh her ideas with the 
many, many fources of happinefs in her 
power, that crowded to court her accept- 
ance; ftill thought, hopelefs thought, hung 
on hi* dear image, and her heart recoiled 
from pleafurejs- Herbert could not fhare. 

In the morning her. fever increafe^, but 
with appearance of its again intermitting; 

medicine 



ANNA. 5 

medicine did little for her; a he&ic habir, 
Collet feared, was gaining on her conftitu- 
tion; Mr. Mordant 's- anxious apprehen- 
fions were only to be equalled by thofe of 
his fon's; Mrs. Wellers felt as for her own 
daughter : and Mr. Bently was half dif- 
tracted; a confutation of phyficians was 
held, and he, at this very earneft requeft, * 
indulged with being prefent; he had a 
fmattering of phyfic, juft enough to ren- 
der him inquifitive, as an employer for 
others, and very troublefome as a patient 
himfelf; he would not only know the 
quality, but the quantity, of the prefcrip- 
tions, and in the cafe of Anna, would hinv- 
fclf adminifter them. 

In a few days her fever abated, but lan- 
guor and depreffion of fpirits ftill conti- 
nued ; nothing feemed to give her 'either 
pain, or pleafure. In this un,pleafant ftate, 
Mr. Mordant was obliged to leave her . 
with Mrs. Wellers, having bufinefs of the 
utmoft importance to tranfadl at a diftance 
from the metropolis, whither his fon ac- 
companied him. The evening after their 
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6 ANNA. 

departure, (he faw Polly Dalton, the friend 
of her juvenile years, pafs by. Ah/ my 
God ! exclaimed (he, how, my dear friends, 
could you fuffer me to be fo long near 
Layton, without once feeing, or even in- 
quiring after Mfs. Dalton and her family! 
You might, anfwered Mrs. Wellers, have 
been filent about them for ever, without 
.incurring any blame from us. Oh ! fay 
not fo, -madam : you^know not how good 
Mrs* Dalton, nor how affe&ionate that 
young perfon, who now puffed, always was 
tome! Pray indulge me by fending for her, 
who I have fo often called,, and who, in 
every inftance adted like, a mother by me; 
for as to Lord Sutton, I am convinced 
they would have been ftill more vehement 
in his behalf with a child of their own. 
Charming girl, faid Mr. Bentiy, though 
they, the Daltons, merit every punilhment 
for driving fuch a mind to defpair, I will 
myfelf be the mefTenger of your wi(hes 
— and away he went. Anna, in the mean 
while, pleafing herfelf with the happinefs 
Jier affectionate heart predetermined to be- 

ftow 
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ftow on Mrs Dalton. Mr. Bendy, how- 
ever, returned without her; (lie and her 
hufband were both gone to town. 

Mr. Thorn-hill had heard of his con- 
dudt towards Anna, and fent him his dif- 
charge from the meeting ; for though he 
had engaged to give him fifty pounds a 
year for life, he had the honour of his 
Maker too firmly at heart, to fuffer that 
agreement to operate, as an obligation, or 
to comiuue a man in a pulpit he had en- 
dowed, who was proved to ad in oppofi- 
tion to the divine tenets of chriftianity. 

Defpairing now of ever obtaining any 
employ about London, he agreed with his 
wife to retire to fotne diftant part of the 
world, where, with the intereft of her for- 
tune, and Mr. Thornhill's annuity, they 
mighrlive, and be Out of the reach of any 
farther moleftation from Mr. Mordant or 
his niece i a farm had been advertifed tQ 
be fold in Cornwall, and they were gone 
from home about it. Mr. Bendy knew 
that the earneftnefs of Anna ' to fee the 
Dakons proceeded from the re&ituds of 

her 
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her principles, and drawing a favourable 
omen from the intereft he obferved her tor 
take in their affairs, told her, if fhc were 
not too much drfappointed in her expec- 
tation of killing time, which he'was griev- 
ed to fee hung heavy on her hands, he 
would, if (he ^would accept his company* 
have a little chat with her himfelf. 
•' Anna could not confident either with 
good nature, or good manners, decline his 
offer, more efpecially as the manner he 
made it, feemed xo have a meaning be- 
yond his words. 

Mrs. Wellers, laughing, faid, fhe fup- 
pofed the doftor and herfelf were to be 
excluded this t£te-a-t£te. Oh, by no 
means, anfwered Mr. Bently; I only mean 
to convince this girl fhe is an ingrate. The 
wan cheeks of Anna exhibited a faint blufh 
at his accufation of a vice fhe mod abhor- 
ed, though the looks of her accufer fpoke 
the kindeft things; however, being feated^ 
he addreffed her in a very ferious tone, 
charging her with the concealment of fome 
hidden grief, which he was certain preyed 
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on, her fpirits, and which, if not combated 
with refolution, would (he meant not to 
alarm her, but here plain dealing was ab- 
folutely necefiary) undermine her conftitu- 
tion, and carry her in the prime of her 
days, into eternity. The averted eye, and 
glowing cheeks of Anna, encouraged him 
to proceed. Whatever were the malady 
of the mind, which was of too facred a na- 
ture for the participation of her friends, 
its confequence was ingratitude. Anna 
ftarted ; and feeing, . in the ferious caft of 
his countenance, he then really meant to 
reproach her, with tears and heart-felt fighs 
only could (lie anfwer. He continued : 
you have been, my beloved Anna, from 
the age of three years, to the prefent mo- 
ment, when you are entered on your twenty 
firft, the peculiar care of heaven ; behold 
the providential love of that being, of 
whofe bleffings you are infenfible, whofe 
gifts you fo little prize ; the unfortnnate 
death of your father, a ftranger, and un- 
known, was inftantly fupplied out of the 
very bofom of corrupted avarice - 9 and then 
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you received your education by another 
miracle, fuch as a mind and talents like 
your's deferved. I have myfclf known 
fome women, who acquitted themfelves 
with decency aud propriety, in the cha- 
racter of governefles, but your Mrs Man- 
fcl, was fele&ed by the hand of heaven, 
on purpofe to bring to perfe&ion the 
faireft bloflbm of the creation; through 
what fcenes of diftrefs, perfecution, and 
temptation, as your life, and, what is of 
far more confequence, your honour, been 
preferved, from the verge of defpair? 
you fee yourfelf * fafe in the prote&ion of 
relations, whofe happinefs is centered in 
yours ; of friends, who would facrifice any 
worldly thing to contribute to your eafe, 
and who exult in the triumph of virtue 
over vice; is not then your continued 
deje&ion ungrateful to God, to your rela- 
tions, and to your friends ? you muft con- 
fefs it is, but I have a charge ftill more 
heinous -to bring againft you. 

Oh ! fpare me, dear fir ; I am very cul- 
pable, very weak ; but indeed I do try to 

exert 
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exert myfelf, to return, in fome degree, 
your kindnefs, and Mrs. Wellers' in par- 
ticular, who was fo good to me, when I 
had no other friend ; who took up the 
caufe of my orphan and diftrefled ftate, 
when the world feemed favagely fet againft 
it; but fate is not to be refifted, fhe 
continued weeping, I have no heart for 
happinefs. 

Miftaken woman ; it is not only to be 
refifted, but overcome ; call forth the fa- 
culties of your mind, efnploy them ifl a&5 
of beneficence, fearch out the habitations 
of the wretched, learn the common woes 
human nature is fubjeft to, feel for the 
anxious mother, unable to fatisfy the calU 
of hunger in her young ones, or 'let the 
fighs of the miferable father move thee, 
who mourns, perhaps, not only the lofs 
of wealth in himfelf, but of honour in his 
pofterity ; fee the deferted wife, callous 
to every calamity but the cruel one that 
wounds her bofom, rending the air with 
lamentations for the lofs of her faithlefs 
hufband ; let your pity light on his droop- 

B 6 ing 
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irig head, who having hoarded the trea- 
fare of his foul, in one little cafket, finds 
it rifled, and all his blooming hopes for 
ever blafted; if, he continued, you can 
trace forrows like thefe, and fuch, be af- 
fured, there are in eyefy habitable fpot, 
feek the haplefs orphan ; if indeed your 
imagination fickens at the happinefs in 
your power, extend it to them ; for ends 
like thefe were you endowed with noble 
fentiments, a feeling heart, the love of 
virtue, and principles of juftice ; for them 
you were born, and preferved amid fo 
many evils,, and thofe will laudably employ 
your mind, and banifli from thence the 
woes which are potent only from in- 
activity, 

Behold thefe white hairs ; oh, Anna ! 
could you know,, could you conceive, the 
forrows they cover, you would wonder,, 
how I have attained the age they fpeak. 
Alas ! alas ! time, nor change of place, nor 
circumftances, can obliterate them from 
my memory ; yet robbed in the crueleft 
manner of all my foul delighted in, I once 

gave 
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• 

gave myfelf up to defpair; defpair was a 
flow, a lingering period, to the mifery I 
had not patience to endure a momeht. 
I flew to liquor, to noify, mad, immoral 
mirth, but in vain was every effort ; the 
lofs of reafon foon fucceeded lofs of peace ; 
not, indeed, till my fortune became the 
prey of the abandoned crew, with whom, 
in the defperation of a burfting heart, I 
plunged into vices, and excefies my foul 
abhorred. 

In one of the receptacles for unhappy 
lunatics, I fhould have dragged on a mi- 
ferable exiftence, but for the love of a 
twin lifter, who married very young, and 
accompanied her hufband to India $ (he 
returned a widow, and immenfely rich; 
enquired me out, took me to her hotife, 
and procured me all the afliftance fraternal 
love, with the aid of wealth, could obtain, 
and I recovered to a fenfe of my horrible 
fituation. 

I foon recolle&ed how my peace had 
been murdered, and my patrimony de- 
ftroyed ; the anguiGi of my woes renewed 

with 
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with the idea of again mixing in the 
world, where my all was loft; my dear 
Honoria forefaw it would, (he therefore 
propofed changing the fcene by travelling ; 
we went, wherever fancy led, France, 
Italy, Spain, Holland, and Germany; my 
reafon, blefled be God, fully returned, and 
my filter, being feverely affiidled with a 
painful and lingering ficknefs, 1 had the 
confolation of being to her, what, dear 
amiable woman, fhe had fo iQng been to 
me, a foothing companion in the hour of 
pain ; (he died leaving me her heir. I 
ftill continued rambling, till at length, the 
infirmities of age began to overtake me, 
reft and a home became neceffary for a 
petulant old man ; I returned to my country 
not to be known, for my name is not 
Bendy, and here, in the exercifes of be- 
nevolence, I have found the firft refpite 
from grief. 

The Abbey which I purchafed is, I be- 
lieve, going to decay; my mind finds the 
beft employ in rendering comfortable the 
habitations of others ; fo that what com- 
pany, 
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pany, diffipation, travel, or even madnefs, 
could not effed, the extending comfort 
to the afflided, relieving the opprefled, 
cherifhing the faint-hearted, and feeding 
the hungry, ha* done; it has banifhed felf, 
and while I feel the forrows of others, I 
likewife participate in the comforts 1 am 
enabled to beftow. 

Let us then, faid the venerable Enthu- 
fiaft, refolve, my Anna, to be happy ; 
chear thy gentle heart by difpelling grief 
from thofe of the lefs fortunate ; I have 
enough and enough, for the purpofes of 
generous charity; not to the clamorous 
beggar, not to the hardened wanderer, 
but to the mod eft few, whofe pride of 
heart, infpired by the honeft dignity of 
inward reditude, fhrinks from the offered 
aim, will we turn our eyes. The dumb 
forrow of thofe who recoiled, with deep 
regret, the better fate of their earlier 
days, and who feel, in the fad reverfe, 
pangSj to which the ftarving mendicant is a 
ftrariger, fliall fpeak a language we will 
teach our fouls to underftand ; nor will we 

refufe 
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refufe to hear the faltering voice of re- 
pentant iniquity, while the ftill foft plaint 
of deferted infancy (hall never be heard 
but to be relieved. Sweet, pifture of 
heaven, wilt thou not leave thy bed of lick- 
nefs ? wilt thou not exchange langour and 
melancholy, for joys like thefe? 

Moft gladly, deareft, honoured Sir, an- 
fwered Anna, as foon as her admiration of 
the refpe&able monitor, her compaffion 
for his misfortunes, and her entire appro- 
bation of his fentiments, would fuffer her 
to fpeak ; 1 feel, how very much I am to 
blame $ we will lofe no time ; . I am ready 
this moment to enter on the delightful 
talk. 

You muft be well firft, faid he, pleafed 
at the alacrity, with which his plan was 
adopted ; and as a proof you mean to be 
fo, you muft now retire to reft, and not 
let the new avocation 1 recommend oc- 
cupy your thoughts to the" prejudice of 

fleep. 

She immediately complied with this in- 
junction, and retired for the night. 

Neither 
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Neither Mr. or Mrs. Wellers, any more 
than the dodor, had before heard any 
part of Mr. Bently's hiftory; his charity 
and generofity were unbounded, and con- 
fequently his riches fuppofed to be im- 
menfe ; but he converted with none of the 
polite inhabitants of Layton, except the 
family at the hill, and the poor and labo- 
rious, whofe interefts and whofe misfor- 
tunes were infinitely below the attention of 
the quality of the place ; it was, indeed, no 
great wond?r they (hould not chufe to have 
their pleafures interrupted by evils they 
had already experienced, fince, with very 
few exceptions, they had all known in their 
own original, the ills of poverty and hard 
labour, which, as they chofe to forget, they 
flattered themfelves other people would ; 
not blefled* with underftanding enough to 
feel, it was their prefent vanity, not their 
former poverty, that was contemptible : 
Mr. Bently was a man of family and rank ; 
he had been all his days accuftomed to the 
manners of a gentleman, but he neverthe- 
lefs preferred the fociety of uncultivated 

poverty, 
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poverty, to that of unfeeling affluence : 
there was hardly a working pair *in the 
neighbourhood, with whofe affairs he was 
not perfectly converfant, or a child, who 
was not his particular acquaintance; he 
had a room at the Abbey full of toys of 
different forts, which were conftantly dif- 
tributed, as rewards to his little favourites ; 
he could not go two fteps without having 
his advice a&ed, or his charity excited ; 
but this mean turn expofed him to the 
fcorn and derifion of his polite neighbours, 
who, after wondering and condemning till 
they were weary, now fcldom troubled them* 
felves about him. 

His title, when he bought the Abbey, 
was 'Squire j it was funk into plain Mr. 
and was now got to Old Bently ; fomething 
particular in his charafter had always ap- 
peared, which this voluntary account of 
' himfelf explained greatly to his honour. 

Mrs. Wellers was too much affe&ed, 
as well as himfelf, to take any notice of 
his communication, farther than her tears 
expreffed j Mr.Wellers, had a religious fit ; 

and 
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and Collet had twilled his cane firing quite 
off, when, with the falutation of the even- 
ing, they parted. 



CHAP. LXXIV. 

New Schemes* 

lis foon as Anna was alone, (he went 
over in her mind, the arguments, as well as 
hiftory, of her noble-minded friend j (he 
acknowledged the juftice of his reprehen- 
fions, and anticipated the comforts of thofe 
amufements lie fele&ed for her, and fhe 
followed his aclvice in letting her thoughts 
dwell on the felicity it was in her power to 
beftow. 

What tranfports had fhe hitherto de- 
prived herfelf of enjoying ? Mr. Manfel, 
that dear friend, how could (he fo long for- 
get the obligations fhe owed him ! oh, that 

her 
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her dear maternal friend was living, to (hare 
her fortune, to guide her fteps, to teach 
her fortitude, and diredt the wanderings of 
her heart. The Dal tons, (he was determin- 
ed, (hould be happy. Polly (hould live 
with her, and Mrs. Clark (hould never 
know care ; Mrs. Melmouth Ihould be con- 
vinced her favours were not ill beftowed * r 
Mr. Melmouth, when he found, how ftridt- 
ly (he had adhered to principles he had firft 
implanted in her mind, wonld rejoice ; and 
if her fortunecould do it, he (hould have 
caufe ; it (hould. be the bufinefs of her ex- 
iftence to do honour to the gracious being 
whoi as Mr. Bently obferved, had fo mi- 
raculoufly preferved her in the firft inftance* 
and in the next, by fuch various and un* 
forefeen means, expanded her underftand- 
ing. 

Thofe refledions kept her awake mod 
part of the night, but towards morning 
they had the falutary eflfcdl of compofing 
her mind, and (he fell into a found fleep» 
from which (he awoke, animated and re- 

freflied. 

HeE 
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Her reftoraticmj/efhealth and fpirits, was 
what Mr. Bently had very much at heart* 
he was not idle ; he had fcen Mrs. Dalton, 
and found great difficulty to prevail on her 
to go with her daughter to the hill ; con- 
fcious of being in her hufband's fecret, tho* 
not a partner in his iniquitous defigns of 
defrauding pur heroine, (he could not be-* 
lieve (he was fent for, on any other occafion, 
than to receive the juft reproaches of an 
injured perfon, who had left the houfe, 
under the double apprehenfion of perfec- 
tion and imprisonment ; and her mortifi- 
cation at the fevere and fcornful look of 
Mrs. Wellers confirmed thofe fears, not- 
withftanding Mr. Bently's encouragement. 

The moment Anna was apprized of her 
vifitors, inftead of ordering them up to 
her, with the ufual vivacity of her fenfa- 
tions, (he haftily went to them, and throw*? 
ing her arms round Mrs. Dalton's neck, 
burft into tears. 

The poor woman, equally furprized and 
affedted, kept an involuntary filence, while 
Anna, in the -effufions of a tender and 

grateful 
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grateful heart, embraced item both, 
thanked the mother for every maternal a<5fc 
of kindnefs towards her, and promifed the 
daughter never to forget their infant at- 
tachment. 

More fevere to Mrs. Daltdn was this un- 
expected goodnefs, than the reproaches (he 
apprehended; but as (he really loved Anna, 
the pleafure of feeing her in fuch brilliant 
circumftances, gave additional force to the 
joy her promifes infpired, and (he prefently 
forgot all difagfeeable recolledtion of paft 
events ; (he repeated with the fame confi- 
dence, and as little referve as (he would to 
her own daughter, the prefent (Ituation and 
intention, of her hu(band, on whom no 
entreaties could prevail to accompany them 
to the hill, a circumftance Anna very little 
regretted ; (he ventured to promife them 
ample affiftance, but would not fettle the 
bounty (he meant to extend to them, 'till 
fhe had confulted Mr. Bently, 

Mrs. JDalton then produced the watch 
snd Tings, I before-mentiorted, and the 
reader may imagine (he was not a little 

ftruck, 
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ftruck, on obferving, fome part of the 
arms was the fame with that of Sir William 
Edwin's; (he indeed recolle&ed young 
Mordant's being treated with great kind- 
nefs, by the family, but never heard they 
were related, which being the only way (he 
could account for the impreflion on her fa- 
ther's feal, left her puzzled but not intereft- 
ed 5 the objedt no longer exifted, that could 
render her confanguinity with the Edwin's 
of any importance to her ; and as not only 
her peace, but health, wis dependent on 
her efforts to forget them, (he hurried the 
wateh into her fecretary, and fent Mrs. 
Dalton away happy and elated with her 
reception. 

She then begged Mr. Bently and Mrs. 
Wellers' advice as to what could be done 
with propriety for a family, who, it was 
not enough to fay (hh forgave, fince (he 
ad u ally loved them ; humane and tender* 
hearted as Mrs.Wellers was on every othct 
occafkm, her love for Anna rendered her 
rather obdurate ^>n this; but as^f pro- 
tected, her happineft was conneded with 

theirs, 
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theirs, and the generous Bentiy applauding 
her motive, (he perfifted y and he, as the 
firfl proof of her obedience to her adopted 
father, infilled on her taking from him a 
paper, ready drawn and figned, containing 
an annuity of one hundred pounds & year 
to Mrs. Dakon during her life, and to her 
children at her death ; he would not be re r 
fufed, it was his own gratification he was 
feeking, and he muft be fuffered to go on 
his own way, 

I need not fay this was the road to hap- 
pinefs in the eftimatian of the Daltons, 
more efpecially as with the fame pacquet, 
Anna told them her intentions of taking 
Polly to wait on her, and inclofed a bill 
to equip her for that purpofe ; Mr. Bentiy 
himfelf called on them, and commended 
their intention to remove out of the reach 
of the tale which had juft tranfpired ; he 
advifed their going as foon as Mr. Mor- 
dant's return fhould fatisfy them any far ? 
ther teftimqny on Mifs Manfel's account 
was unnecefiary. 

Mrs. Clark was next difpatched, her 

purfe, 
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purfe, fufficiently furnifhed to pay her rent 
and other little debts, which had long hung 
heavy on her mind ; (he was inftrudted to 
part with her houfe and bufinefs, with all 
th« expedition (he could, and Polly Dalton 
joyfully fupplied her place with Anna. 

Thefe matters, as Mr. Bently foretold/ 
by employing her mind in fuch acceptable 
exercifes of generofity, tho' (he could not 
but remember, 

Such things were, and were moft dear, 

Lefiened her attention to tht fatal difap- 
pointment of her heart. She wrote, as I 
have faid to Mr. Manfel, an account of her 
then fituation, which letter being fent while 
that gentleman was in town, could not be 
received by him till his return home ; her 
thanks for the feafonable fupply, to which 
(he attributed the faving her life, aftonifli- 
ed him ; and the account of her leaving 
Dakon, her fabfequent illncfs and diftrefs, 
affected him fo much, that now he knew 
where to find her, he refolved on a fccond 
journey to London; when he arrived at 
Mrs. Clark's, her religion having £>y the 
Vol. IV. C late 
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late difc6very> in which, as (he foretold, (he 
had borne an a&ive part, being increafed 
in il5. fervor, was gone to the tabernacle 
with her daughter; but a fervant girl, 
they, at Annans defire, had retained, cotild 
cafily give dire&ions to one, who was the . 
continual theme of her miftrefs's conver- 
sion. ; 

Eager to fee the dear girl he fo entirely 
loved, his tired horfe was again mounted ; 
it was then near nine o'clock, and it was 
pad eleven when he reached the hill. 

Mrs. Wellers had that evening been en- 
joying the triumph of truth, by carrying 
Anna in Mr. Bently's new coach round the 
feveral houfes in the village, on pretence of 
returning vifits ; which, to own the truth, 
36 (he was pretty deep in arrears, might elfe 
have dill remained in account againft her 
politenefs. At the worfhipful Mr. Strap's, 
(he had the fatisfaftion of looking Mifs 
Bibbins into the moil: evident confufion, by 
diking Anna, if (he had not feen that lady' 
before ? and her brother the beau, tho* he 
fo well knew the girl at the parfon's to be 

a courtezan 



ANNA, *j 

a courtezan in high life, never beheld any 
thing fo lovely ; he was enchanted with her 
beauty, charmed with her wit, and (but 
that was afide) captivated with her fortune* 
which Mrs. Wellers took care to reprefent 
large enougjb. Had Anna been fenfiblc of 
the obligations (he was under to thofe ladies 
and gentlemen, it is probable (he might 
have been diverted at the (trained politenefs 
whkh was intended to cover both envy and 
fhame ; but as, during the time (he refided 
at Lay ton, her observations had been con* 
fined by her anxiety, and perfectly inno* 
cent in all her thoughts and actions,- it was 
impoffible (lie could fufpeft people (he ac- 
tually did not know, could find a fubjedt 
either for envy, or detraction in her ; Mrs« 
Wellers, however, enjoyed it, and was di- 
verting her hufband with the defcriptionj 
when Mr. Maafel's ring at fo lace an hour 
alarmed them. 

A fervant announced a gentleman in-quir- 
ing for Mifs Manfel, and before they had 
time for conjecture he was in the room, 
aad Anna at his feet, from whence he 
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fondly raifed her, and preffing her to his 
paternal bofom, felt himfelf, and afforded 
Mr. and Mrs. Wellers unutterable plea- 
fure. 

At length the voluptuous filence gave 
way to mutual and kind inquiries after each 
others health -, Mrs. Wellers foon under- 
ftood this was the ipfpe&able clergyman of 
whom Anna fpoke withfuch an affeftionate 
warmth; her reception of a gueft fo wel- 
come to her friend, was no lefs friendly 
than polite ; flue would not fuffer them to 
enter into recitals of the pad, that night; 
Mr. Manfel would want reft, and (he was 
fure Anna's would be entirely broken, if 
they began a repetition of old grievances ; 
to-morrow would be quite time enough. 

Early, however, in the morning they 
tnet. Mr. Manfel's remonftrances at her 
unktndnefs in not returning to him, ac- 
companied every painful event (he then 
related ; his furprize at her account of the 
note, could only be equalled by her's, at his 
difclaiming that, or any other knowledge 
of her fctuatkm, than what Wilkinfon 

learnt 
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learnt from that village ; the conjefture fell 
on Edwin, as they rightly concluded no 
other perfon would chufe to part with their 
money without, at leaft, having the credit 
of it ; Mr. Manfel very pathetically lament- 
ed the depravity of that young man, as it 
would, he knew, give great uneafinefs to 
his worthy parents, and indeed all his fa- 
mily ; here was an opportunity to x hear the 
particulars of Herbert's death, Anna could 
neither avail herfelf of, nor refift; (he 
could only ftammer out the name of Her- ' 
bert ; they were, he faid; as well as their 
late calamity would admit j and obferving 
the change in her countenance, which he 
fuppofed was occafioned by the fatal cataf- 
trophe of Mr. Herbert, haftily changed, 
the fubjeft to that of her quitting the Ed- 
wins ; he told her he had rcfolved not to 
return without her, and to take Mclmoth 
lodge in their way, in order to know on 
what pretence her chara&er had been fo 
infamoufly afperfed; that now her affairs 
wore fo much more pleafing an afpedt, it 
was ftill mote neceflary to clear hen fame, 

C 3 and 
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and as (he thought it proper to wait her 
uncle's return, he would himfelf undertake 
that matter. 



CHAP. LXXV. 



A new Difcovery* 



w 



HILE they were converting with 
the real fatisfa&ion which ever attends the 
meeting of true friends, a very loud ring 
occafioned Anna to look towards the gate, 
when (he was in the utmoft aftpni(hment 
to fee a poft coach and four, with a nume- 
rous fuit of attendants, in Sir William Ed- 
win's livery, 

Mrs, Wellers and the whole family were 
in a buftlej while Anna looked with (ilent 
cnriofity to fee who would alight from the 
well-known carriage ; her own ideas being, 
that it was fome new contrivance of Mr. 
Edwin ; but (he was convinced of her mif- 

take, 
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take, by the fight of her uncle handing out 
lady Edwin ; (he was confidering what par* 
ticular end this vifit was to anfwer ; when 
they entered the room, Anna ran to her 
uncle, who inftantly prefented her to lady 
Cecilia as her niece ; unable to account for 
fo unexpe&ed an aft, (he looked almoft in- 
credulous. Well, my deareft girl, faid that 
lady, embracing her, may you doubt what 
you hear, unkind and unjuft as 1 have been 
to the child of my only brother ! but my 
love, by a natural inftindt was drawn to 
you, and when every art was tried to 
change my fcntimcnts, (till the itapulfe of 
my nature was ftrongly in your favour; 
and my pride will be gratified, In refigning 
your eftate to one, who promifes fowell tb 
fuppdrt the honout of our family. 

Ah, madam, anfwered (he* if this be 
true, if it is no illufion of my fenfes> if in- 
deed I have the honour of being related to 
you, talk iiot of marking your acknow- 
ledgement of me, by any kind of refigfia* 
tion ; I (hall be fufficientiy rich in your 
love, and happy in your protection ! Mv 
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ever honoured patronefs, (he continued, 
throwing herfelf at her feet, permit me 
to add to, but never believe me capable 
of taking from your enjoyments of any 
kind. 

Oh, Mr. Mordant, cried Lady Edwin, 
how could I ever fuffer my judgment to be 
fo impofed on by the prejudices of wicked 
inventions, againfl: this amiable creature! 
Rife, my love, faid (he to Anna, this pofture 
ill becomes Lady Ann Trevannion ; your 
dear father, at the time he breathed his laft 
.at a paltry lodging, was actually Earl of 
Trevannion, with nothing wanting but his 
own claim to put him in poffeffion of his 
family eftate ; it is indifputably now your's; 
you will not receive your right with half 
the pleafure with which I (hall refign it; 
the houfe of Trevannion is rich in all its 
branches; my fortune is large enough to 
s anfwer amply every claim of my children ; 
there is the copy of your grandfather's will, 
do you retire and perufe it; I have, to' 
prevent your teazing yourfelf with forms 
and old legacies, marked thepaffage which 

relates 
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relates to my dear brother ; in the mean 
while I will beg of this lady a di(h of cho- 
colate. 

Anna obeyed her aunt, leaving Mrs, 
Wellers not a little pleafcd with her 
guefts y the paffage alluded to, (he found 
as follows : 

" And as, from an unfortunate attach- 
ment of my fon Hugh Trevannion, and in 
confequencc of my difpleafure thereon, he 
has withdrawn himfelf out of my know- 
ledge, and if living, keeps himfelf con- 
cealed from his family, in fear of being 
again treated with a rigour I condemn my- 
felf for, it is my true will and meaning, if 
my aforefaid fon HughTrevannion, or his 
lawful heirs, (hall perfonally appear to make 
good their claims as heretofore recited, then 
my eftates and all the hereditaments there- 
unto belonging, fhall be immediately re- 
linquilhed by my* daughter aforefaid, her 
heirs, &c. &c. whether covert or fold ; and 
that (he .or they (hall be entitled to the 
fixty thoufand pounds before- mentioned, 
together with the manfion houfe and eftate 
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called Dennis Place, left to my late lady 
by her mother lady Blanch Dennis ; pro- 

♦ vided neverthelefs, that at whatever time 
fuch qlaims be made, my daughter be in- 
demnified for all rents, fines, and all other 
monies, the produce of my eftate, which 

' lhe may receive before fuch claimant (hall 
appear; and as 1 write this will with my 
own hand, without confuking or advifmg 
with an attorney of any defcription, I ad- 
vife and requeft my children to follow my 
example; and if neither my fon Hugh* 
nor his heirs, flbould appear to claim my 
eftate within twenty-one years after my 
death, then I give and bequeath the whole 
of my eftate and fortune before recited to 
my daughter, &c. &c." 

This extract from the old Earl's will, 
elucidated the remaining myftery of her 
family, and much moce than gratified all 
her wifhes on that head ; the carried with, 
her, on her return into the breakfaft room,, 
the watch and rings; had farther con* 
frrmation been wanting, thofe would have 
been (Efficient ; the family arms, which had 

ftricken 
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fttickeft hit as refembling the Edwin's, 
ttere the Trevannien quartering, and th£ 
ring* atici^rit fmnttriing ones of their great* 
grand-father Dennis, aftd immediately 
known by lady Edwin ; the hair was kei? 
mother's, and the hMid-wf /tiiig tinqiteftion- 
ably her father's. Mr. Bently foo» after 
appeared ; fid enjoyed the digftify of his 
young friend with fome alloy; he could 
not, he faid, think of drawing fo largely 
* on lady Ann Trevannron for happiftcfs, a* 
he could on his Anna Manfel ; but he coukf 
tell her, he would not give her up ; he had 
already eritered into league wkh Mr. Man-* 
fel ; yoo cannot, f think, do better, (aid 
Mr. Mofrdarit; fome necefkry forms, noc- 
*ithftanding the Earl's injunctions, muft 
be gone through ; my nieCe not being o^ 
age, fhe will become a ward of Chancery 
tiH that period, aftd guardians muft be 
appointed for her minority ; I have indif- 
pepfeble te&fons for returning to Jamaica, 
and Sit William Edwin thinks they ought 
to be chofen out of her own family, fo that 
I apprehend you will be the moft unobjec* 
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tionable to her friends, and the moft ac- 
ceptable to my niece for that office ; as far 
as I am confulted, I (hall, I allure you, be 
very nice for her ; few men can deferve, 
tho' the in Rant (he is announced heirefs to 
the Earl of Trevannion, many will afpire 
to, her. 

A darting tear would now find its way 
from the downcaft eye of the young heirefs, 
while Mr. Bently and Mr. Manfel were ac- 
knowledging ,the high honour conferred 
on them, in the lovely ward intruded to 
their care ; the latter faid he (hould begin 
his office, with the journey they had agreed 
on ; begin ! my dear Sir, anfwered (he ; 
your guardianftiip, in the moft valuable 
fenfe, has long been begun, I pray to God 
I may not live to fee it end. . 

The chocolate removed, Lady Edwin 
told her (he was going to town, from whence 
(he did not mean to return till every ftep 
was taken to fettle her beyond a poffibility 
of interruption, in the poffeffion of her ef- 
tate ; we have concluded, continued (he, 
that fome altercations may poffibly arife in 

our 
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our own family, not pleafing, or neceffary, 
for you to be troubled with ; if, therefore, 
this good lady can make it convenient, and 

» 

you are happy here, we think you had bet- 
ter continue till you can be properly fixed, 
either with fome of your relations, or in a 
houfe of your own. 

Mr. Mordant gave it as his decided opi- 
nion, as (he was fo near being of age, if 
fome prudent well-bred perfon could be 
fixed on, to be both chaprone and compa- 
nion, her houfe (hould be eftablifhed as 
foon as poffible. The conduct of young 
Edwin was his private reafon for wifhing to 
place her out of that family, and any other 
proper one was not eafily to be found. 

Lady Edwin, perhaps for the fame rea- 
fon, did not oppofe Mr. Mordant's opini- 
on ; it was agreed, he fhould look out for 
a houfe, and Mrs. Wellers kindly offered 
to fpend the winter with her in town ; this 

■ 

point fettled, they parted, her uncle and 
aunt to go to town, the latter leaving her 
footman to wait on her niece, the former 
engaging to correfpond with Mr. Bently, 

who 
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who would not leave his ward ; Manfel fet 
out on his journey to Melmoth Lodge the 
fame day. 

In the intermediate time, Mrs. Welters 
endeavoured to chafe from the thoughtful 
brow of Anna, the gloom which too often, 
clouded her charming face, by tempting 
her to make frequent excurfiom to town, 
to ptrrchafe cloaths, and other appendage* 
requifite to her approaching entrance into 
the great world. 

Mr. Mordant, the fecond day after his 
departure, fent to requeft they would give 
their approbation of a houfe he had feen in 
St. James's-Square, which, as they were ex- 
tremely pleafed with it, he purchafed, and 
accounted for Lady Edwin's filence, as he 
faid he knew fome difagreeaWe occurrences 
had happened in the family, which entirely 
took up her attention, and advifed hi* 
niece, for the prefent, to avoid going to 
Grofvenor- Square. 

A few weeks paffed in preparations for 
her reception at her own houfe, and in the 
mean while the letters which follow were 
tfeceived at Lay ton, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXVI. 

Correfpondents. 

" To Robert Bently, Efq. 
« SIR, 

" I HAVE deferred writing from day 



«« 



u 
it 



to day, expe£king to be able to tell you 
" of the formal renunciation, Lady Edwin 
€c infifted on from her children of theTre- 
" vannion eftate ; Mr. Edwin, as well as his 
€€ fitter, refufed to gratify her; indeed, 
" were it not for the lovely Anna, the 
" long-boafted dignity of that ancient fa- 
mily would wear a very unfavourable 
afpeft ; Mr. Edwin has, in lefs than 
" twelve months, run out forty thoufand 
" pounds, moft part at the gamingtable; 
€f and his lady, I am forry to fay, has not 
• s been more careful of her chara&er, than 
$c be of his money, and is likewife extra- 
" vagance and folly itfelf. Mifs Edwin 
<c is removed to her father's houfe ; a man, 
" who calls himfelf a colonel in the Ruf- 

" fian 
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fian fervice, had publicly addrefled her, 
but finding the fixty thoufand pounds, 
to which the. younger child or children 
were entitled by her mother's marriage 
fettlement, was on condition only of the 
Trevannion eftate not being claimed, 
abandoned his conqueft, and has, to her 
infinite mortification, left the kingdom ; 
they are now, I believe, concluding a 
" match for her in their own family. 
Lady Edwin choofes to fay little, but I 
can perceive (he is extremely affefted. 
Mr. Edwin and his lady are the moft 
u fafhionable pair in London. I '(hall not 
lofe a moment in my dear niece's affairs ; 
her houfe will be very foon ready for her 
reception, as will ours for us ; it is in 
the firft adjoining ftreet. The damafk 
you fent is fuperb, and the glaffes 
cc efteemed the moft elegant in the king- 
dom. Lady Edwin, with her two 
daughters, palling by this mornirig, I 
c< afked her to look in ; 'Mrs. Edwin and 
" Cecilia followed, but never did aftonifh- 
" ment put on fo unamiable an appear- 

" ance; 
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if ance; the things were only too rich 
" and too elegant for a Duchefs ; when I 
ts told them of your prefents, they fet you 
" down as the intended lover of the 
<c young heirefs, and ungracioufly flounced 
" off. 

" So you fee, Sir, if there had been a 
u poflibility of difputing my niece's right, 
" it would have been done. How lucky 
" it is the difcovery was made in Lady 
" Edwin's life-time. 

€t 1 trouble you, Sir, with my beft affec- 
" tions to my dear niece, and compliments 
" to Mrs. Wcllers. 

" Your's, &c. &c. 

« J. Mordant/' 

u To Lady Akn Trevannion. 

" My Dearest Ward, 

"THE eager defire of vindicating 

§€ your character carried me, inlenfible of 

" fatigue, to Melmoth Lodge on the eve 

" of the fecond day after i parted with 

u you ', but on entering the avenue, I was 

" furprized 
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furprized by the entire change of the 
appearance of every thing about the 
houfe ; the grafs was growing over the 
court-yard; the locks of the gate fo 
rufty, that it was impofliblc to open 
" them for the admiffion of my chaife ; a 
€i clean old woman informed- me, the 
" 'fquire was abroad with bis lady and 
f € family, where he had been five years- 
€< I then returned to the inn, very much 
cf regretting the impetuofity of my nature* 
" which the efforts of reafon have not yet 
• c been able to cor reft ; for had it not been 
" for that charaderiftic of our country, I 
might have learnt, by inquiring in Lon- 
don, a journey here would be fruitlefs ; 
however, as I have the opportunity of 
the pod to write, what a fudden , attack 
€c of the gout will for fome days, at leaft> 
" put it out of my power to tell you of 
€t the family in which you fpent your early 
" years, I make ufe of it, 

"The landlady of the inn, where I now 
u am, immediately recollefted me, and ifc- 
"formed me her name is Steward ; that 

. " fhe 
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(he lived firft nurfery-maid to you, and 
€C after in the lame Capacity to Mrs. Mel- 
" moth's children; (he peffe&ly rcmem- 
u bered your departure from the Lodge, . 
" and faid, fome difputes occafioned Co* 
•' Ion el Gorget, to leave it the fame even* 
c< ing, and very foon the French governefs 
" was likefwife difcharged ; (he faid that 
" Mrs. Melmoth's beft point and Mecklin 
" t ruffles being miffed immediately after 
" your departure, Mademoifelle Fragan 
c< had the addrefs to perfuade Mrs. Mel- 
ic moth you was the thief, and Mrs. 
" Afhby's family not only credited but 
" patronized her at the defire of the Co- 
€€ lonel; that the 'fquire never would be- 
" lieve it, though, as he was at that time 
€S trying to reconcile himfelf to the Colo- 
* c nel, he did not publicly fey fo at firft, 
" but finding him not again to be won 
" to his intereft, he made no fcruple of 
€€ charging him with meanly plotting with 
ci the French woman to ruin an innocent 
" girl, and that foon after he fold off all 
" his flock here, put the eftatc to nurfe, 
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and retired to France, or fome foreign 
country; for her part, being engaged to 
herprefent hufband, who was coachman 
to Mr. Melmoth, they chofe to have a 
being of their own, and have kept this 
little inn fince that time. She fays, Mrs. 
Melmoth' s family is increafed fince they 
have been abroad. When I told this 
good creature, which in the pride of my 
heart I did, your prefent fituation, (he 
was joyful indeed. You, my dear Anna, 
(you have commanded me ftili to ad- 
drefs you by that epithet,) will 1 not, I 
truft, be the only perfon who feels not 
happinefs at fuch a chain of providen- 
tial difcoveries. I pray to God, I may 
not in mine forget, what as a fervant of 
the moffi High, becomes, my dear child, 
your affedtionate, 

" and devoted, 

" David Mansel." 

Thefe letters were followed by one from 
Lady Edwin, which I like wife tra'nlbribe. 
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€€ My Dear Niece, 

4< MY filence, and not feeing you at 
u your good Mrs. Weller's, muft, I fear, 
" have given you reafon to doubt the 
u warm affe&ion I am proud of bearing 
t4 -you ; my family, my dear, is wholly di- 
" vided; no unity, -no peace, and lefsaf- 
•* fcftion fubfifts among us. My fon, who 
" is endowed with talents to render him 
" an ornament to his country, devotes his 
" fortune to (harpers, and his inclinations 
" to the moft abandoned part of the crea- 
•• tion. 

" Mrs. Edwin, if (he has preferved her 
ic honour, has been fo exceeding carelefs 
€< of her reputation, that (he has no admit- 
** tance in the circles where I can have a 
" chance of feeing her; and (he has not 
€€ thought it ncceflary to pay me more 
cf than one vifit. 

" Cecilia; oh, Anna! I muft fay no- 
" thing of her ; had it not been difcover- 
cs ed that the independency my fettle- 
" ment gave her,*in cafe you had not been 
"to happily in cxiftence, was now of no 

" cffed, 
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" effeft, flie would have beea by this time 
" wife to an Irifh fortune-hunter of nei- 
€( ther birth, family, or chara&er. He 
" wa$ introduced by a perfon who, they 
" &y, is a foreign nobleman* but whole 
€C choice of an aiTbciate renders his own 
" character doubtful ; we have removed 
u her from her brother's, buc we have fo 
4C little weight with, or authority over her, 
'* that, as we could not prevail on her to pay 
" you proper refpeft, and we chafe not to 
4C truft her out of our awn proteo 
" tion, we could not, with propriety, 
" give yau the invitation, we longed to 
« do. 

. " Mr. Mordant is indefatigable about 
" your houfe ; my fitter Herbert, and her 
" meek Patty, will foon be in town ; to 
" her, and her only, dare I now conBgn 
" my daughter. The counfel go on with 
?< your affairs, as they fay, very faft; but 
u their expedition does not keep pace with 
f* my wiflics; I long to fee you in poffef- 
" fion of your right, and your uncle de- 

" clarcs* 
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" clares, he has a capital of thirty thoufand 
€f pounds lo pay you. 

" Receive nay congratulations, my dear, 
" and be affured, I am thankful to heaven 
44 that the honour and virtues of my an- 
M ceftors are adorned by fuch a reprefenta- 
40 tive. Sir William joins in every kind 
" remembrance. 

" Your affe&ionatc Aunt, 

" Cecilia Epwin." 

By this letter Anna was informed of the 
fentimems of the young Edwins towards 
her, and as (he had no wi(h to exult at Ce- 
cilia's expence on the change in her for- 
tune, (he coincided with her Aunt's opi- 
nion, that k was moft eligible to ftay where 
(he was, titl her own houfe was ready. 

Mean while the preparations for her 
fplendid entree mio life filled the village 
with its luftre : but the cafe was now dif- 
ferent ; that affeded lookofmbdeflty, which 
was fo vifibly a mark of the undaunted 
front of immorality, was changed into- the 
fweeteft delicaty; her face, which ado* 
niflied the women how any man could like, 

became 
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became the beautiful index of an accom- % 
plifhedmind; and thofe ladies whofe mif- 
fortune it was they could not walk out 
without having their delicacy (hocked by 
the fight of a young woman, (who, if (he 
had been all their candour fufpe&ed, cer- 
tainly wilfully offended nobody,) now had 
a fufficient caufe for exultation if they paf- 
ed in the way of the flighted civility from 
Lady Ann Trevannion. 

Alike amiable in profperity as adver- 
fity, was our heroine; but grievous as the- 
* obfervation is, it is neverthelefs true, with 
the fame fentiment, perfon, and manners, 
(he, who was in poverty and dependence, 
charged with almoft every vice, and unfit 
for fociety, became an example to the wo- 
men and the admiration of the men. 

Mr. Mordant having completed her 
houfe, and prepared every thing for her re- 
ception, came down in her own coach, 
with her heirefs lozenge, to fetch her; be- 
fore they left the hill, he defired to have 
fame private converfation with his niece. 

CHAP 
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CHAP. LXXVII. 



The BrUiJh Merchant, 



w 



HEN Mr. Mordant and Anna were 
alone, he expreffed bis happinefs of having 
his wifhes accompli (bed, in leaving her in 
poffeffion of her right. I have, my dear, 
faid he, a large fum to account with you 
for: and perceiving in the countenance of 
Iris niece, ever ftrongly expreflive of the 
emotions of her mind, a repugnance to 
hear of her having any claims on him, af- 
fectionately putting his hand on her mouth, 
t€ I muft flop, my dear," faid he, " thofe 
effufions of a noble heart; although not a 
Trevannion, I am a proud Briton j Lady 
Cecilia Edwin cannot be more anxious to 
preferve he honour of her noble blood, 
more tenacious of it9 dignity, or value it 
higher, than I do the title of a Bririlh 
Merchanr. Inflexible integrity, induftry \ 
without parfimony,hofpitality without extra- 
vagance, a noble confidence in the fpirit of 
Vo*.. IV, D_ commerce, 
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commerce, and above all, re&itude of 
heart and probity in dealings, are the marks 
which always fhould, and in general do, 
diftinguifti bur refpeftable body. 

" You, Lady Ann, are nobly defc ended 
on your father's fide, your mother's will 
not difgrace you you mud not affront a 
merchant by interrupting him in an aft of. 
common honefty > the money is yourjuft 
right ; I am too rich and too proud to ac- 
cept the property of another; the upright- 
nefs of my dealings have rendered them 
profperous. My fon" — he paufed— rand 
looking in the blufhingfaoe of Anna, — -" I 
fee you anticipate what I am going to fay, 
but it is neceffary you (hould know why 
he has left the kingdom without feeing 
you." 

" Good heavens, is my coufin then 
gone!" exclaimed Anna. 

Mr. Mordant proceeded — " when firft, 
at Sir William Edwin's, his young and 
guilelefs heart became enamoured of you, 
and made propofals to marry and take you 
to Jamaica with him, he but made ufe of lj 

the 
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the privilege he received from me, to 
chufe for himfelf, previous to his leaving 
England; I laid no reftri&ions on him, 
but with refpeft to the character and edu- 
cation of the objedt of his choice; my cor- 
refpondent here ha J indeed dire&ions to 
be particular on that head; but in point 

• 

of fettlement, I gave them their own lati- 
tude according to the merit of the lady. 
Rejefted by you, oft his return home, when 
I met him at the Madeiras, I found his 
heart (till opprefled with the weight of his 
firft difappointment; fondly anxious for 
his happinefs, and hearing the dependent 
Jituation of thd perfon he loved, 1 flattened 
myfelf, I might yet prevail on her to con- 
tent to the happinefs of a youth, who, in 
my partial eye, deferved every thing; it 
was long fince I had embraced my boy; 
and as I could not prevail upon myfelf to 
part with him fo foon as the different voy- 
ages we were engaged in . required, I 
brought him back, fully determined to 
on\it nothing on my part that could con- 
tribute to his peace. <4 The difcovery of 

D 2 your 
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your rank was a fatal blow to our plan; 
Sanguine, as youth generally are, he fool- 
iflbly flattered himfelf with the contrary ; 
he hoped — but why do I repeat what was 
an infult on the chara&er of his father— • 
yhich nothing but the violence of his paf- 
fion and want of experience can palliate 
<>r excufe; his attachment, his love, in- 
creating too rapidly for prudence or rea- 
fon to guide, I have fent him away; I fek 
his forrow- — but time will meliorate the 
tranfpons of youth and paflion, and he 
will yet thank his father for not taking the 
advantage of — fituation, to be a villain." 

The-admkation of Anna equalled her 
gratitude; thofe fentiments fo nobly con- 
sent with the character he had before 
drawn, and thofe aftioos of probity and 
honour, filled her with painful pleafure, 
^vhich deprived her of ipeech — he went 
on — 

y If, when his offers were of importance 
to your fubfiftence, you could with firm- 
nefs rejedt them, was it likely they fhould 
now be accepted? Yes, Anna, dear, amiable 

girl* 
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girl, image of thy beloved mother, 1 know 
thy foul ; a falfe fenfe of honour, the fa- 
cred impulfe of gratitude, would have in- 
duced you to give happinefs, where, fofr 
want of a parity of inclination, you could 
not have received it - 9 I (hould have been 
difgracedin myfon's advancement, and mi- 
ferable in thfc reproaches of my own heart. 

4c Pardon me, Anna, for thus affe&ing 
you ; fome apology for your coufin was 
necefTary, and none fo proper for the oc- 
cafion, or fo agreeable to my principles 
as truth ; you have now my indilpcnfable 
teafotts for returning form to Jamaica/ al- 
though my ultimate with is to fettle in my 
native tcuntry ; but the time when, de-- 
pends on two things—my fon's peace— 
and your marriage.' Perhaps, faid be \ 
fmiling, that confideration might be of 
fome fervice to the happy man of your 
choice, whofe being fo will be to me his 
highefi. recommendation. 

" Mr. Bendy is your warm friend ; he 
is the noblefl work of heaven, an honeft 
man j confult him on points of judgment, 

D 3 and 
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and let your aunt be your guide in point 
of family ; her pride has a laudable founda- 
tion. It is neceffary, for the good of the 
common weal, that fubordination (hould 
be kept up ; there may be fome excep- 
tions ; but there is in general that in noble 
blood which commands refpedt, and thofe 
marriages are mod happy that are neareft 
equality. As to wealth, you have enough 
for both ;" and then tenderly embracing 
her, he left her, to prepare for their little 
journey, 

Mrs. Wellers, on entering, found Anna 
in tears, and inquired with great anxiety 
the caufe, which our heroine repeated with 
a mixture of delight and affe&ion ; and 
both ladies did ample juftice to the prin- 
ciples of the Britilh Merchant. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXVIII. 

A FqfhionabU Entree. 

rr\ 

X HE time was now arrived, when Anna 

was to be introduced into what is called, 
life ; fenfible, accomplilhed, beautiful, 
rich, and nobly born, were it poffible flic 
could be lefs than the rage ? Her jewels 
were fuperb, her houfe elegant, equipage 
fplendid, and furniture in the higheft taftc ; 
in her domeftic eftablifhmenr, happincis 
and decorum were more confulted than 
(hew or grandeur, although there appeared 
no deficiency in the latter. Mrs. Wellers 
was fo obliging as to make her home with 
her ; Mrs. Clarke was her houfekeeper, 
whofe daughter Ihe permitted to live as af- 
fiftant to her mother ; Polly Dal ton was her. 
woman, and her other domeftics were fober 
and orderly. 

Sir William and Lady Edwin went to 
her houfe the moment Ihe arrived ; his 
honeft difinterefted foul felt not a thought 

D 4 ' of 



S 6 A-N'NA, 

of difpleafure towards Anna ; though we 
will not pretend to fay, he would not have 
been as well pleafed to have retained the 
acres ; he, as I have faid, fondly loved his 
children; notwithftanding his diffipation, 
he gloried in his fon ; that young man was 
a phenomenon ; he had made a fpeech 
againft the minifter the day before, that 
foiled two hours and a half, in which he 
difplayed fuch a knowledge of the confti- 
turional law, fuch intelligent wifdom, and 
fuch found judgment, as aftoniftied the 
houfe, though h6 had not been in bed two 
nights before; could the faulrs of fuch a 
fon be remembered, by fuch a father ? no, 
it was for him and him only, he regretted 
the Trevanniori eftate', and more liberally 
than ever fupplied his extravagance. 

The Thurfday following, Lady Anna 
was introduced at court by Lady Edwin ; 
and here, though fuperior to the (heepifh- 
nefs, which little minds often miftake for* 
modefty, (he felt herfelf awed and abafhed ; 
and at the inftatit the Queen entered the 

circle, 



ANNA. 52 

circle, her trembling limbs at fifft rcfufed 
their office. 

But when (he ventured to look up, when 
(he met the mild and gracious eye of the 
beft, as well as firft of women ; when the 
benevolence which (hot its beams from her 
countenance reafiured her, (he was fenfibld 
only to thofe feelings a loyal heart, and 
none but fuch, can defcribe. — Who, in- 
deed, ever felt in that auguft prefence, but 
that refpeft and awe were blended with 
love and admiration ? 

And here only it was that her grace,: 
beauty, and modefty, could be eclipfed. ; 

Pride of the Britifh nation, * beauteous 
bloffbms of a court, by your prefeiice re*v 
dered the bfighteft in the known world, 
into whatever<trlime, by the policy of na- ; 
tions, ye are tranfplanted, if the bleffingsi 
and prayers of a people, whofe rifing hopes' 
ye are, be anfwered, you will experience' 
t-he peace and profperity fo facredly pro-i 
rtttfed to the children of- the righteous, and* 
fo am^ly tfrerited- by the graces of your, 
own lovely fbwns, n&nd ths« ifMKtf e virtues* 
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of your fouls ! yet will the tears of fenfi- 
bility drop over the unavoidable fepara- 
tion, and regret follow the parting ftcps of 
the children of our beloved fovereign. 

The buz of, " who is that ! charming 
creature ! what is (he I" together with 
fome anecdotes of Anna's hiftory that had 
tranfpired, rendered her perfon, drefs, 
words, and even looks, obje&s of curiofity 
and attention ; her beauty became the to- 
pic of converfation among the men, as her 
drefs did among the women. Compliments 
and congratulations flowed from every 
tongue ; and the eye of Majefty glide ned 
at the fight^of a young orphan, thus re- 
stored to the dignity of hex-blood. 

Her doors were thronged with vifitors, " 
and her porter's roll was too voluminous 
for her own infpeltion. She appeared at the 
opera: (he had been feen there before, 
when a few of the ornaments of Fop's alley 
had beftowed from their dear felves fo much 
attention as to fwear, (he was a deviliih fine 
girl, a good piece, a charming creature; — 
they had done more, they had even afked 

who 
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who (he was ? but that was the lad ftrctch 
of expiring curiofity j a poor Welch, parfon's 
daughter, a companion to an old woman ! 
horrid, contemptible, how could the pretty 
things be drawn in to beftow a moment on 
fuch an objeft ? She attended Lady Edwin 
to that feat of elegance over and over after, 
without exciting a (ingle glance : in this 
negled, indeed, (he had the comfort of 
feeing almoft every fine woman included, 
thofe of a certain defcription only except- 
ed ; the beaus of the prefent age are r>ot 
very famous for their attention to modeft 
woman nor indeed any women at all. 

Now her entrance into her box was ho- 
noured by the general notice of the audi- 
ence ; the men all loft their hearts, and'the 
ladies were mod of them her very dear 
friends : in fine, the lovely young heirefs^ 
was the fafhion. 

But in thofe fcenes of (hew, pleafure, 
and ceremony, which daily increafed in their 
demands on her time, (henegledted not her 
friends, nor w£re the claims of diftrefs for- 
gotten j the firft part of the day, (he faid, 

D 6 was 
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was her own, the remainder the world's j 
^iid her real ideas of the duties of huma-' 
nity, and the calls of the unfortunate on 
her affluence and power, were too potent 
to* differ mere form or diffipation to de- 
prive her of the fecret approbation of her 
own heart. 

In fpke of whatever tafte, fafliion, and 
example could urge, though an enthufiaft 
in mufic, Anna preferred weeping with 
Siddons, or finiling with Abington, to the 
hearing an effeminate being in an Italian 
opera trill out woes, it was impoffible it 
could have ar-natural idea of. *, ' 

Another vfery unfafhionable and ridicu- 
lous cuftom fhe obftinately adhered to,' 
which was that of fetisfying her mind with 
one entertainment in one evening, and re- 
turning home when it was ended. Dancing* 
was her favourite diverfion, and might per- 
haps, fometimes, have carried her to the 
midnight hour, had her fpirits been fuch- 
as would fuffer her to partake of it^ 

Mr. Manfel returned from Somerfet- 
fhire, after a month's confinement, but was* 

not 
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not fuffered by lady Ann to go to Wales ; 
in the fummer flic promifcd to pay her laft 
refpe& to the remains of her dear friend at 
Llandore, to whofe memory (he caufed a 
black marble monument to be ere&ed over 
the fpot where her beloved governefs was 
buried ; (he had likewife made ftridt, but 
fruitlefs inquiry, for the place where the 
body of her father had been interred, and 
given orders to ereft a magnificent maufo* 
leum at Trevannion chapel, in commemo- 
ration of his death and misfortunes ; (he 
madc«Mr. Manfel her domeftic chaplain* 
and the guide of her aftions ; her uncle 
and Mr. Bently had a houfe between 
them ; the latter growing more attached to 
our heroine the longer he knew her ; he 
was her almoner and her partner in every * 
charitable donation. 

Lady Edwin was her conftant vifitori 
and fo good as to excufe her punctual re- 
turn, on account of Cecilia, whofe rancouf 
was out of all bounds ; Mr. and Mrs. Edt 
win feldom came in her way, as her inter* 
courfe was wholly among the amiable of 
one (ex, 1 aad the moral of the other. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXIX. 



Proves that Riches will not do every thing. 



A. 



NNA's town eftablifhment being com* 
pleted, the many offers of marriage, which 
were rcje&ed as foon as made, ferved only 
to convince her of the wedded date of her 
heart, which no change in life was able to 
wean from its firft dear objeft ; his death, 
of which (he entertained no doubt, fixed 
her refolutions as to, matrimony. » 

While Herbert lived, (lie had not pre- 
fumed to indulge a hope of being united to 
him, though (he flattered hcrfelf (he might 
cherifh in her fecret thoughts the uncon- 
querable affe&ion (he bore him, without 
injury to the happy woman who was def- 
tined to (hare his heart and bear his name. 
All he faid, or did, was, in her partial eye, 
the ftandard of perfe&ion ; with him ima- 
gination refted, and with him hope died, 
and dill her hours of retirement were de- 
voted to the fond remembrance of fome or 

other 
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other of the fcenes (he had palled in his 
fociety ; (he was amufing herfelf in a me- 
lancholy revival of pad happinefs, whfcn 
Mrs. and Mifs Herbert were announced. 

Agitated by her own hopelefs thoughts, 
her face pale as death, with the deplorable 
impreffions of grief and defpair on her 
mind, (he very much difappointed thofe 
ladies, who expe&ed to fee the change in 
her fortune marked by the life and gaiety 
of her deportment. 

Patty took her paflive hand, and con* 
gratulated her on the happy difcovery of 
her rank ; Mrs. Herbert faid all that true 
benevolence could di&ate on x the date of 
her affairs ; the fable hue of their drefs 
went to the foul of Anna ; it was fome mo- 
ments before her fenfations would fuffer her 
to articulate, and even then the power of 
fp?ech was preceded by a (hower of tears ; 
when this was fubfided, (he returned, in 
the mod graceful and endearing manner, 
the civilities of her friends, recolle&ed the 
pad goodnefs of Mrs. Herbert with grate- 
ful acknowledgments, and her heart re- 
claimed 



64 ANNA. 

claimed its alliance with Patty ; ftie order- 
ed herfelf to be denied to every body, and 
enjoyed, in the unreftrained fociety of her 
old friends, the real advantage of wealth 
and independence ; (he blamed herfelf for 
not writing to them ; but yet, faid (he, in 
a trembling voice, not able with all her 
efforts to reftrain her tears as (he glanced 
her charming eyes over their mourning — 
what could I fay ? 

Mrs. Herbert, much calmer in her grief 
than Anna expe&ed, anfwered only by a 
deep figh at this hint ; and Patty's eyes 
filled, but, as if glad to be relieved from 
the painful fubjeft, made no anfwer, and 
the converfation was flopped, till refumed 
by Mrs. Herbert's apologifing, in her turn, ' 
for her filence, by affuring her, however 
unaccountable it might feem, Lady Ed- 
win, when (he informed them of her bro- 
ther's heirefs being found, dropped no hint 
it was their dear Anna. 

" And Mr; Wilkihfon/' interrupted 

Patty with glowing cheeks, f € does not know 

" it yet." They then began to talk of Uan- 

.- dore ; 



ANNA. 65 

dorr; 'Mrs. Herbert fpoke highly of Mr. 
Wilkinfon, and exprefled herfelf under 
great obligation to the goodnefs of his 
heart; his p&ifeswere re-echoed by Patty, 
with a warmth both of fpeech and colour 
Anna could not help obferving. 

Mrs. Herbert declined flaying the even- 
ing, having engaged to return to Grofvc* 
Dor-fquare early ; but i!he permitted her 
daughter to ftay, as they were to quit town 
▼ery Toon, and the young ladies were 
anxious to pais as much time as their en* 
gagements would allow together. 

When alone, theft amiable women agairi 
embraced, and unbofomed themfelves to 
each other. 

Patty accounted for the manner in which 
Anna had been difcarded from GrofvenoiM 
fquare, and how her note had fallen into 
Mifs Edwin's hand, whofe unkindnefs. to 
Anna was but the counterpart of what flue 
had herfelf experienced from her ; fee 
however hoped, when they were married, 
her brother would have influence enough 
to induce her to leave her London manners 

behind 



66 ANN A. 

behind her, when they went to Wales. 
She was proceeding — 

" Your brother! faid Anna, with every 
mark of aftonilhment ; u is your brother 
then alive ?" 

" Alive ! " anfwered Patty, fmiling ; 
" why what can poflibly induce you to 
alk ? yes, thank God/' 

u For whom then:, " faid Anna, "do 
you wear fuch deep mourning P % 

" Oh," returned Mife Herbert, " I have 
not yet told you half the forrows we have 
known fince I faw you ; my poor papa— - 
but I mud tell you all, and how charming 
your old lover Wilkinfon has behaved 
to us." She then in her ingenuous, art- 
Jefs manner, related the arreft of her fa- 
ther, the accident to Tyrrel, Collet's good- 
nature, and Charles's exile. 

•The agitation j the hopes, fears, and ex- 
pectations of our heroine, during this rela- 
tion, cannot be defcribed ; but her mind 
was in the end fettled with refpedt to young 

Herbert, by the conclufion of the narrative. 
u When," faid Patty, "my aunt found 

her 
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h« brother's lawful hcircfs appeared, the 
wrote to mamma, and 1 believe, if the truth 
were known, communicated fome impru- 
dent conduit of my coufin's; but at the 
fame time told her, Cicilia dill avowed her 
partiality for my brother, and therefore, 
as (he would yec be a great fortune, which 
my aunt dreaded might fubjedt her to the 
defigns of bad people ; and as fo great a 
difmemberment of the eftate would pre- 
vent Sir William providing for Charles in 
the manner he had propofed, (he 'conjured 
mamma to forward the marriage they always 
intended fhould take place, which, with 
great reluctance, (he undertook ; what paf- 
fed between her and my brother, I can't 
tell ; but he has agreed to Oblige her, and 
we are come to town to meet him. We 
go to Dennis Place en famille -, they pro- 
pbfe the wedding to be celebrated imme- 
diately on our arrrival there." 

This conclufion gave Anna a flow of 
falfe fpirits j her pride affifted her to con- 
ceal from the fifter her fond, and as (he 

then efteemed it, weak attachment to the 

brother ; 
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brother; her exertions to enterfaun her 
friend the remainder of the evening were 
uncommonly vivacious ; and ftrength of 
mind did that for her, which art never 
could ; it gave her the appearance of eafe, 
when her heart was buriting. 
' Patty regretted very much, decency, 
would oblige her to return with the hyme* 
neal party to Dennis place ; (he promifed 
to be a pun&ual correfpondent, and pay a> 
vifit to A Ana as foon as (he could get off; 
Mr. Mordant attended her home, and re-* 
turned with the news of Mr, Herbert's ar-» 
rival in Grofvenor-fquare. 

Mr. Manfel, who was prefent, (aw all his- 
former fufpicions of Anna's attachment to 
young Herbert confirmed in her true*fpaak~ 
ing countenance at this information, but- 
fuffered not a thought to efcape him ; fhe 
prefent ly retired to her apartment, and, 
difmiffing her woman, threw herfelf, almoft 
fuffocated with grief, and gafping for 
breath, on the fopha. 

" Alive! is then Charles Herbert alive !* 
" does he then yet exift ? and can it be > 

" reftored 
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*< reftored from death, he lives, indeed, but 
" to what end ? and is he at laft to marry 
" Mife Edwin?-— poor young man! had he 
4C not been happier wedded to his grave ? 
f* —then paufmg — not his own choice 
* c neither — that might have led him — but 
* c gratitude — Oh, what a fubftitute for 
*' love! how indelicate tnuft be the mind 
** that can accept it ! — how ill paired wijl 
€C theirs be! yet, why do I fay fo! what 
*' right have I to fuppofe their attachment 
*' is not mutual? would he elfe have 
46 entered with foch alacrity into their 
* c fcheme ! Ahl no— why then do I fuffer 
*' a hopelefs, unrequited paffion thus to 
** affli<ft mc, to embitter my moments, and 
u render me wretched, in the midft of en- 
* 4 joyments ? Oh, why does memory, too 
** faithful to my forrows, for ever remind 
*' me of his perfections ? but I have long 
** refolved never to marry ; and will it be 
4< a greater crime to love, to adore him, 
4€ when I haye it fo amply in my power to 
" ferve, than when poor and deftitute, I 
*' had but my prayers to give him ? let me 

**• hope 



70 ANNA. 

u hope not — let him then marry Cecilia ; 
€C his children will, perhaps, inherit my 
€< eftare ; I will, at all events, be a lifter, 
" a faithful friend to him." With thofe 
ideas, (he flattered herfelf (he had compofed 
her mind ; but fleep again forfook her, and 
her fallen eyes (hewed her attentive, and 
watchful friends how ill (he had refted. 

Anxious to fly from herfelf, when the 
newfpaper, in which were announced the 
arrivals at Bath, was brought her, a fud- 
den hope, by change of place, to procure 
the tranquillity (he could not expeft, where 
the Edwins, and their concerns, rauft come 
to her ears, (he propofed an excurfion to 
Bath ; — (he was fick of London — Would 
Mrs. Wellers go ? — " Hey day !" cried Mr. 
Bently, " and pray what is there in Lon- 
don toficken yoar whimfical ladylhip you 
will not find in Bath ?" " Well," anfwered 
(he, affe&ing gaiety, cc I am determined 
to try your gallantry; what do I keep To 
many old men in my train for, but to 
exhibit their folly in following me ; uncle, 
will you go ?" 

"Are 
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" Are you ferious ?" he anfwered. 

She affured him (he was; and Mrs. 
Wellers declaring it was the only fcheme 
in the world (he flxould like, if it were 
agreeable to Mr. Wellers, he was confulted, 
and every thing fettled for an excurfion to 
Bath. 



CHAP. LXXX. 

The Journey pqftponed. 

JlxNNA, always quick in her ideas, and 
rapid in putting into execution relblutions 
once formed, and willing to avoid Mr. 
Herbert and Cecilia, they were on the point 
of fetting out for Bath, when a meffenger 
came to beg Lady Ann's prefence in Grof- 
venor-fquare. 

She had feverai times been at Lady Ed- 
win's public and private parties; in the firft, 
Mifs Edwin did not at prefent appear, and 
in the lad (he had not ever chofen to mix; 

bat 
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but the hurry of this fummons alarmed ber, 
and her alarm was increafcd by Mr. Mor- 
dant's fervant bringing the news of a duel, 
and intrigue, which, though no names were 
mentioned, plaLaly pointed^ at young Ed- 
win and his lady* The carriages, which 
were? drawing up at the inftant Lady Edwin's 
fervant arrived, were now ordered to put 
up, as the journey muH be unavoidably 
poftponed, at lead a few hours, and Anna 
went in her's to Grofvenor-fquare. 

She alighted ; the fervant was followed 
by Mr.. Herbert ; but oh> how changed ! 
his fine face, where light-hearted joy was 
wont to dwell, overfpread with grief, and 
wan with care, his eyes yet charming, re- 
treated from her earned, and inquiring 
looks y deep fighs rent his bofom ; his hand 
trembled almoft to convujfipn as he led 
her, ftill turning from her his averted eyes 
to Lady Edwin's drefllng-room, where a 
fcene prefented itfelf,- which beggars all 
defcription. 

. Mrs. Edwin, in a gay mafquerade habit, 
pale as a(hes, and weeping, was leaning on 

Cecilia -, 
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Cecilia ; Lady Edwin, on a fopha, juft re- 
covering from an hyfteric fit ; Mrs. Her- 
bert vainly endeavouring to comfort them. 
The moment Lady Anna entered the room, 
they all feemed to feel their grief renewed. 

Oh, Annal faid Lady Edwin, my fon, 
my dear Hugh, is no more 1 and what is 
worfe, he has embrued his hands in blood ; 
he is no* only murdered, but is himfelf a 
murderer ! 

Anna, (huddered at this dreadful ac- 
count given in broken intervals of grief, 
amid the groans of the whole family; foe 
could adminifter no confolation ; her fpi- 
rits low when (be left her own houfe, and 
weakened at the fight of Herbert, were 
now too much overpowered -to be fupport- 
«d ; (he fainted away. 

On her recovery, (he found Mrs. Her- 
bert, and Patty, were only remaining of 
the diftrefled group, (he faw on her firft 
coming ; her eyes vainly explored the 
room ; the objeft in which they delighted 
was no longer feen ; (he could hardly be- 
lieve but #hat had paffed was anillufion of 

V*>l. IV. E her 
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her fenfes, that (he had not feen Herbert 
at jail. 

Mrs. Herbert, as (he recovered, inform- 
ed her of the fatal event which fo diftreffed 
them ; (he faid, Mrs. Edwin drove there 
about nine, habited as fhe had feen, and in 
a ftate of terrpr and diftrefs bordering on 
diftra&ion,(he told them (he went laft night 
in a party to the Hay-Market, and by fome 
accident miffed'the lady who was her com- 
panion; but fuppofing (he could not fail of 
meeting her again, (he danced with a gen- 
tleman, Count Maxwell, who was of their 
party, till day-light ; not, however, meet- 
ing again her friend, and the rooms being, 
clearing, they went to 'the houfe of the la- 
dy they had loft; finding, to their furprize, 
ihewas not come home, they agreed to have 
ibme coffee, and wait her return; but tired 
and fatigued, they had both dropped afleep, 
from which they were awakened by com- 
pany gaily xunning into the room, who, 
when unmafked, they found to be Mr. Ed- 
win and her friend Mrs, Corbet ; high 
words enfued between the gentlemen, who 

v went 
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went out, regardlefs of her prayers and 
cries, to decide the matter; the fervants 
faid, they got into the coach which brought 
Mr. Edwin and Mrs. Corbet home, and 
ordered it to Hyde Park, whither Sir Wil- 
liam immediately ran, where he heard the 
gentleman in the whitedomino,whomMrs. 
Edwin affirmed to be her hufband, was 
killed on the fpot, and that the other was 
faid to be mortally wounded ; but, Mrs. 
Herbert added, that this dreadful cataftro- 
phe was rendered fomewhat doubtful, by 
a meflenger from Mr. Edwin's,, informing 
Lady Edwin, it was the Count who was 
killed, and that Mr, Edwin was alive ; the 
diftra&ed parents were gone there attend- 
ed by her fon. 

On hearing that the Count was no more, 
Mrs. Edwin was fallen into ftrong; convul- 
fions, and was carried fenfelefs to Cecilia's 
apartments. 

Such a complicated fcene of diftrefs 
could not fail to (hock the gentle foul of 
Anna ; fenfibly affe&ed by the voice of 
woe, wherever it met her, it here had the 
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double claims of blood and friendfliip ; 
yet her own heart, torn with conflicting 
paffions, (he was badly qualified for the 
office of comforter to others. . When the 
news of her fon's misfortune reached Lady 
Edwin from her own daughter's hard 
heart, fhe had fmall hope of confolation ; 
the bofom friend of a woman, wfaofe con- 
<Ui£t, allowing her ftory to be a real recital 
of fafts, had blameably involved her huf- 
band in. a duel, how could (he open her 
Jxcarc, or unveil herfufpicions to her. 

Next to her in point of aflfeftion, and 
far higher in efteem, flood our heroine ; 
when unexpe&ed calamities ftnke the foul, 
it wifhes to look out of the poignancy of 
its feelings to the refources of friendfliip, 
and dreadful is the fituation of that being 
who looks in vai». Mrs, Herbert, indeed, 
was prefent - 9 but Mrs. Herbert's misfor- 
tune &nd dependence took from her the 
weight (he would elfe have had ; Lady 
Edwin, therefore, in her firft agonies, fent 
for Anna, although (he regretted that hafty 
ftep, when fhe faw her fo afle&ed. 

The 
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The inftant after a meffenger coming 
from Portman-fquare, ftie reluftantly left 
her niece to the care of Mrs. Herbert, 
Charles attending her ; Mifs Edwin, now 
running into the room, frightened out of 
her fullen, fupercilious airs, begged Mrs. 
Herbert's affiftance; Mrs. Edwin being, (he 
believed, dying ; two gentlemen in the me- 
dical line, a phyfician and apothecary were 
with her, but a third was neceffary ; the 
convulfion had brought on an abortion, 
without reftoring her fenfes, and (he lay a 
pitiable vi&im to the consequences of thofe 
deviations from honour, (he would, a few- 
hours before have laughed at. 

Mrs. Herbert begged Anna to retire to 
Lady Edwin's dreffing-room, ordering her 
woman to attend ; (he was a fenfible well- 
behaved perfon, who had lived there when 
Anna was Mifs Manfel, and took that op- 
partunity of paying court to her by her af- 
fiduity and refpeft ; but Mrs. Herbert had: 
hardly left the room, before this attendant 
was fummoned to her Lady at Mr. Edwin's. 

Left alone in momentary expectation of 
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fomething ftill more alarming, (he endea- 
voured to recoiled her fcattered thoughts ; 
the wanderers of themfelves adverted te one 
obje&j notwkhftanding the horrors that 
furrounded her, Herbert was prefent to her 
imagination, yet, felf-condemned, (he was 
trying at fortitude, when the door fuddenly 
opened, and Herbert haftily entered. 

" I thought my mother was here," faid 
he — when feeing Anna alone and in tears* 
his confufion, his trembling returned ; (lie 
had aiked him twice after Lady Edwin and 
her fon, before (he coulcj perceive the leafi 
attention to her queftion, at lad (lie answer- 
ed with a voke-of tendernefs : 

That the horrors of the morning were 
fuch as gcntlenefs like ber's Ihould not wit- 
nefs; he entreated (he would permit him to 
wait on her home; Lady Edwin, continued 
he, is too mournfully engaged to return 
fbon ; Mrs. Edwin is unworthy to harrafs 
% you with her merited diftrcfs; let me, dear 
Lady Anna, then lead you from this fcene 
of forrow ; and, oh, faid he, with agitation 
too (Irong to be fupprefled or concealed, 

that 
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that it had been my bleffed fate to have 
preferred you through life from every ill $ 
to have watched over and prote&ed your 
beauty and honour. Withdraw not, dear- 
eft creature, this hand, perhaps held for 
the laft time, by the moft miferable of 
men ; withhold not from me the comfort 
of unfolding to you the exquifite mifery 
which will moft affuredly deftroy me. 

Anna, hardly lefs affe&ed than himfelf, 
however remembered both their fituations. 

Engaged to Cecilia, could he dare ap- 
proach her with profeflions of a paflion ini- 
mical to her honour ; were (lie not free 
when he voluntarily fubmitted to enter into* 
that engagement ! yet had he not obliged 
her to exert her endeavours to tear him from 
her memory ! pride and paflion both calfed 
on her now in this arduous moment, (when- 
her own heart was melting with tendernefs, 
Ihe faw before her, almoft fpeechlefs with 
agony, the firft, laft, and only objed of her 
love) to be refolute ! afluming, therefore, 
as much compofure as ingenuity, like her's, 
could put on, ihe faid, (he (hould certairi- 

E 4 ly 
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ly go home, though (haughtily) (he would 
not trouble him for an efcort ; Mifs Edwin 
had juft left the room in a fituation which 
entitled her to all the tendernefs he feemed 
inclined to throw away on her. 

Notwithstanding all her endeavours, the 
moment (he uttered this fentence, her 
pride, her reafon, were too weak to fup-» 
port her in a conflict fo interefting, her 
heart again funk, and her voice was loft in 
the laft fentence. 

. Herbert, with a bow he meant (hould 
conceal his emotions, then let go her hand. 

She haftily quitted the apartment, and 
throwing hexfelf into her carriage, wast car- 
ried homer in a ft ate of mind neither to be 
conceived nor defcribed; the fatal news 
had been confirmed ia St, James Yfquare* 
and Mrs. Wellers, in great uneafinefs, 
waited to fee or hear from Anna. 

Her dejeded looks, and faint voice, 
threw Bently into a rage ; he wondered 
what poffible end it could anfvver to fend 
for her to fuch fcenes ? 

She retired dire&iy* accompanied by her 

friend* 
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Friend, in whofe bofom (he wept without 
communicating her forrows ; not that (he 
had any objedlion to unveiling her inmoft 
thoughts to that worthy woman, but the 
indelicacy of fuffering her peace to be 
broken by a man, who had never made any 
efforts to obtain her hand, and who was en- 
gaged to another, reftrained her. Mr. Man- 
fel gently rapped at the door, and was ad- 
mitted ; the good man had long fecn, with 
great pain, all was not at eafe in the heart 
of his child, as he yet called her ; he en- 
treated her to unbofom her grief to her 
friends, and led himfelf to the fubjeft of 
young Herbert and his intended marriage. 
Soon was Mrs. Wellers convinced that 
there the malady lay, but (he was much 
furprized at Mr. Manfel's mentioning, his* 
marriage with Mifs Edwin as an irrevocable 
engagement, for Collet had always made 
her the confidant of what paffed between 
him and Herbert, which (he had not re* 
peated to Anna, having given the dodlor 
her honour not to doit; and never hearing 
Herbert's name mentioned, (he little fup- 

E 5 pofed 
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pofed him of confequence to the peace of 
her friend, whofe filent anguilh now fully 
explained the fource of her uneafinefs ; but 
as (he avoided anfwering their kind inter- 
rogatories, and appeared uneafy, they per- 
fuaded her to try to take fome reft, to 
which Ihe the more readily confented, as. 
fhe wiftied to be free from their well-meant 
though officious inquiries. 



CHAP. LXXXI. 

Mqfquerade adventure concluded. 

A HE moment Mrs. Wellers was alone 
with Mr. Manfel, fhe revealed all lhe knew 
of Herbert's attachment to Anna ; he was 
not only furprized, but grieved, to find, 
from her account, two fuch amiable young ' 
people, with no other obftru&ion to their 
being completely happy, than what mere 
obedience to the will of others had raifed, 
were likely to be miferable in their fepa- 

ration ; 
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ration ; he well knew the inflexibility of the 
Edwins on points in which they conceived 
their honour to be concerned, and he as 
well knew the nice value Anna fet on pro- 
priety and delicacy, which were all againft. 
the mod diftant hope of the long concerted 
match being fet afide ; and he forefaw, he 
faid, with youth, beauty, rank and riches, 
Lady Anna had not yet gone through all 
her days of probation ; fuch was the im- . 
perfeft ftate of all human blifs, that as the 
affli&ion of a corrupted world, led often to 
bleflings, fo its attainments were as often 
produ&ive of ills, more painful to the hu- 
man mind, than any of the train of common 
events, which daily and hourly vifit the 
poor and laborious part of the creation. 

Another meffenger from Sir William 
brought a note, which requiring an an- 
fwer, they were obliged to rtik difturbing 
their friend. 

It was from Lady Edwin, again requeft- 
ing to fee, Lady Ann, and dated Portman- 
fquare ; before (he had read it through. . 
Mrs. Herbert was announced. 

E 6 Her 
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Her looks indicated terror and grief; 
fhe begged Anna, if it were poffible for her 
to fupport fuch a fcene, to go with her to 
Mr. Edwin's ; he is dying, feid (he, but 
declares he cannot leave the world, without 
feeing you ; his paroxyfm from pain has 
been fhort, till within this half hour ; the 
mortification is already begun, and he lies 
free from thofe agonies which might have 
affrighted yeu too much ; for God's fake, 
if you can bear it — come. 

Anna wanted no farther entreaties, but 
Mrs. Wellers infifted on accompanying 
her there, and Mr. Manfel begged to fol- 
low them. 

When they arrived at Mr. Edwin's, a 
difmal filence reigned, through the houfe ; 
the hall, which was hitherto filled with Hl- 
governed footmen and their afibciafes, was 
now wholly deferted j the porter rung a 
bell, when Bates, with a countenance of 
gjrief, ufhcred them through the magnifi- 
cent rooms, into one in which Lady Edwin 
fat, with her eyes half Ihut, in filent agony 
by the bed's fide, holding one hand of her 

beloved 
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fceloved fon, Sir William kneeling on the 
other y drops of forrow rolling in : quick 
fucceffion down his cheeks \ Mifs Edwin 
and Patty behind Lady Edwin's chair, 
againft which their faces were both hid ; 
and on the bed, fupporting the dying man, 
and wiping thefweat from off his forehead, 
fat the elegant, but emaciated form of, a 
lovely woman, whom Anna had never yet 
feen; two furgeons flood at a diftance from 
the bed, venerating the grief of a virtuous 
pair, mourning their fon ait off in the 
.prime of youth, by the horrible confe- 
rences of his own vices. 

When Anna approached the folemn 
fcene of woe, Lady Edwin, with a look 
that went to her foul, extended to her the 
hand (he had at liberty, and grafping it a 
moment— unable to fpeak — at length, 
looked at the lady who fupported Edwin, 
ftie underftood her, and with a voice 
choakedwith grief faid, 

The lady is here, your coufin is come ; 
will you not now fpeak to her ! come, my 
beloved Hugh, eafe your dear heart ! 

He 
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He immediately looked up; a faint 
gleam of fatisfadtion (hone out of his lan- 
guid eyes, already dim with the approach 
of death ; after a fhort filence, in which he 
feemed to be recolle&ing himfelf : 

Oh, Anna ! faid he, \yith a bitter figh, ia 
it thus after all my plots and fchemes I now 
fee thee ! — yet, even now, I delight to look 
on thee ! it is a cordial to my departing 
fpirir, that I fee thee — innocent, and vir- 
tuous ; I thank the God of mercy, whb 
prote&ed thee from my arts. Say, Anna> 
fay coufin, can you forgive me ? will you 
pardon the ills you know, and the many 
you do not know, I had contrived againft 
the purity of an angel ? fpeak-to me, and 
pray for me ; the prayers of fuch a foul* 
muft be acceptable ! 

Anna, whofe heart never harboured anger 
beyond the pafling moment, kneeling at 
the feet of Ladjr Edwin by the bed-fide, 
folemnly aflured him of her perfe<ft for- 
givenefs, and wept her concern at the fatal 
event ; (he folemnly promifed, at hifr re- 
queft, to comfort his parent*. 

You 
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You only, faid he, are worthy of the 
tendernefs of fuch hearts as theirs ; be to 
them what I ought to have been. His filler 
then caught his eye ; Cecilia, he added, 
take the warning your brother gives you, 
be virtuous and be happy ; feeling now the 
tears of his fupporter drop on his face, oh, 
Angelina, faid he, I have not deferved this 
tendernefs from you, do you forgive me too? 

Forgive you ! Edwin, anfwered the un- 
happy woman ; do you forgive me ? my 
unbounded love drew you into my own 
ruin \ had I not fallen, you might have 
been happy. 

Protedt her, languidly looking at his fa- 
ther ; and again at Anna, adieu thou laft 
chearing objedt of my thoughts, be in all 
thy ways bleiTed ; then, as if on recollec- 
tion, where is your Mr. Manfel ? 

He is, anfwered Anna, with a pleafed 
earneftnefs, in the boufe, will you fee him ? 

Yes! 

She flew out of the room to fetch him, 
and then he defired to be left by all, but 
the lady and the clergyman ; they com- 
plied, 
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plied, each ehoofing feparate apartments, 
except Cecilia, who was fa much (hocked 
at the approach of mortality, (he would 
not be left a moment alone. 

A dead filence reigned through the houfe, 
which in ten minutes was awfully interrupt- 
ed by people pafling quick in Mr. Edwin's 
room, and that then again fucceeded by a 
profound filence. 

Mr. Manfel foon after entering Lady 
Edwin's apartment, (he knew all was over, 
find Mrs. Herbert, affifted by him, then at- 
tending her ; Anna and Mrs. Wellcrs re- 
turned home, leaving the body to the care 
pf young Herbert, from which fad remains 
the lady would not ftir. 

The wretched Mrs. Mitford was acci- 
dentally pafling in a hackney coach to her 
lodgings atBrompton, where (lie lived, pa* 
tiently waiting, in a deep decline, the laft 
great change y at the moment the bleeding 
and expiring Edwin was carried home, 
refigned to her own fate, and at peace with 
a merciful God > this fight of a man (he 
had doated on, was too much for her rea- 

fon > 
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Ion ; grief and confirmation gave her 
ftrength ; (be flapped the coach and flew 
to him ; his eyes, their luftre loft in the ap- 
proach of death, recognized her injured 
form ; his head funk on her bofotn, and 
thofe feelings of humanity and juftice, 
which his diflipated life had conquered, 
were now revived ; he implored her for* 
givenefs* who in this moment had no 
other confolation, but, . that in death, (he 
(hovild not be divided from him, who (he 
had adored when living — (he accompanied 
him home. 

This was no time* for form, or preju- 
dice ; the pity Lady Edwin always felt for 
the unhappy Angelina was not lefiened, 
by feeing her weak efforts to fupport her 
dying fon ; (he invited her home, but the 
forrowing woman declined her kindnefs ; 
(he continued with the corpfe till it was re* 
moved from the houfe, and in one month 
her own was, at her laft requeft, depofited 
with-it. 
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CHAP. LXXXII. 



The Retrofpefi. 
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RS. Corbet, who I have already in> 
troduced to my readers, was a voluptuary 
of faftiion left early in life a widow, without 
guide or principle to regulate her condudt; 
and having been unkindly ufed by her 
hufband, (he vowed never to marry again, 
which vow reached not to the exclufion of 
modern gallantry; in that (he had indulg- 
ed till all the lovely attributes of the fex 
were deftroyed, modefty was no more, and 
every fenfe of delicacy loft in the copftant 
gratification of vicious paffions ; h$r own 
perfon was lovely, and being, from long 
praftice, perfect miftrefs of the art of 
pleafing, her intrigues were numerous ; 
but as the heart had feldom its (hare in 
them, they were cohfequently of fhert du- 
ration. 

The day fhe dined with Mrs. Edwin, in 
company with her hufband, had been fatal 

to 
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to her peace ; and the indifference with 
which he received her advances, while it 
excited her anger, but increafed her incli- 
nations. Mr. Edwin was certainly an ob- 
ject to infpire the foft paflion, which was 
to this lady, in the degree (he now felt it, 
as violent as new ; fhe perfevered, though 
with great difficulty, in her attacks : as he 
was fo much devoted to gaming, little time 
was left for intrigue, and the groffer appe- 
tites were gratified with more eafe .than 
gout : as to his ferious defires, when his 
inordinate love of play would fuffer them 
to arife in his mind, they were ever point- 
ed to Anna Manfel. 

But Mrs. Corbet was not afccuftomed to 
give up a point on which her heart was fet ; 
fhe fent him an anonymous challenge, 
which no young gay man would refufe 
with the flighted regard to his reputation ; 
they met, the lady was fatisfied ; one inter- 
view fucceeded the other, and Mrs. Cor- 
bet's attachment increafing with a rapidity 
fhe had no wifh to repel, uniting treachery 
with cunning, (he formed the plot of be 7 

traying 
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traying to Mr, Edwin the iQ cociduft of 
his wife, in order to effeft a feparation be- 
tween them, which would, (he fkttered 
herfelf, fecure to her the legal poffeflion of 
the obje& on whom (he doated. 
- The fatal mafquerade was not the firft or 
only place from whence Mrs. Edwin had 
retired with the Count. Mrs. Corbet well 
knew what would happen, and having ap- 
pointed him to meet her there, fet him to 
watch his -wife' the whole evening, and at 
her indication he had followed them to her 
houfe; there the unhappy pair were fur- 
prized, not, as Mrs. Edwin faid, fleeping, 
,but in a fituation fufficiently provoking to 
a hnfband. 

Mrs. Corbet, depending on the contempt 
(be knew Edwin felt for his wife, and un- 
acquainted with, or not allowing for, the 
paffionate warmth of his country, thought 
the law only would have been hisrefource^ 
but the dreadful confequence of her deceit 
to a woman (he called friend, and who had. 
indeed been greatly influenced by her ex- 
ample, rendered her truly miferable, in the 

loffc 
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lofs of the man ftie loved, and that by her 
own contrivance, and left her hi full poffef* 
fion of the contempt and abhorrence of the 
world for hei part in fo deep a tragedy. 

Her houfe, from being thronged wkU a 
certain defcript ion of people, who not hav- 
ing been abfolutely found out, pretended 
to forne degree of reputation, became de- 
ferted ; and her fortune being too fmall to 
fupport it without fame fuch affiftance, fhe 
had often received from Mis* Edwin, &c 
flew, loaded with ignominy and fhame, a 
burthen to herfelf, a difgrace to her rela* 
tions, friends fhe had none, to the conti- 
nent, where (he finifhed her life, in indi- 
gent obfeurity. 

Mrs. Edwin was fo obnoxious to Sir 
William and Lady Edwin, to whom their 
unhappy fon related all that had happened, 
they detefted her name, and Sir William 
infifted on her being removed. 

Mifs Edwin, however, continued he* 
firm advocate. The feelings of that young 
lady feldom carried her out of her dear 
fel£ The death of her brother was very 

foon 
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foon reconciled to her ideas ; her profpefts 
were confiderably enlarged by it, and the 
addition to her fortune of infinitely more 
confequence than the lofs of fifty brothers. 
Charles Herbert was now the undoubted 
heir to her father's eftate, which was en- 
tailed by his grandfather on him, in failure 
of male iflbe from Sir William > her mo- 
ther's, with all the perfonals, would be 
her's. A defire of mixing in the gay fcenes 
(he had reluctantly been torn from, return- 
ed with the power of enjoying them, when 
(he confefled her affeftion for Herbert $ it 
was done with a view of conciliating the 
favour of her offended parents, whofe dif- 
guft at the levity and imprudence of her 
conduft, threatened to fix her in a fphere 
of life (he detefted. As to the young man, 
fhe had once thought him amiable, but that 
was before her tafte was polilhed by a tho- 
rough knowledge of the great world •, be- 
fore flic had learned to laugh at all facred 
engagements. Colonel Mendez had taught 
her many leffons, befides defpifing the lan- 
guage of truth ; and fond as fhe once was 

*f 
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of him, no perfon living could be lefs to her 
tafte now than Charles Herbert, 

But (he knew her mother's folly in fet- 
ting a value on every thing that corre- 
fponded with her old-fafhioned notions 
that Sir William would not oppofe his lady 
in any thing ; and that a match with her 
coufin was always their hobby-horfe ; be- 
fides, owning a paffion for him went a great 
way towards clearing her from fome un- 
pleafant refledions which had been fpread 
concerning her connection with Mendez ; 
then again (he dearly loved mifchief, and 
if not firft in Herbert's affe&idhs, (he 
fhould have the fatisfaCtion of rendering 
his union impoflible with her, who was ; 
fince, if he .declined the propofal, as (he 
more than expeCted, he muft either ftay 
abroad under the difgrace of his friends, 
or return to what (he knew he would never 
fubmit to, a fervile dependence on people 
who conceived themfelvcs ill ufed by him. 

But in thofe conjectures (he was deceiv- 
ed ; for Herbert had kft England in fuch 
thorough conviction of Anna's impru- 

dence, 
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dence, which, though it had indeed been 
rendered fomewhat . doubtful in Collet's 
firft letter, was brought to a proof in his 
fecond, that he had given up all thoughts of 
her, but thofe of regret and compaffion. 

His father's deplorable end, his increaf- 
ing obligations to the Edwins, their noble 
behaviour to his mother and filler, with 
their parental care of hinifelf, would have 
drawn from him, at their requifition, his 
life without a murmur: when, indeed, 
Mrs. Herbert firft hinted her wifh he fhoufcL 
marry his coufin, fo much he difliked the 
manners and conduft he had been witnefs 
to in that young lady, it appeared to 'him 
the much greater facrifice, and his anfwer 
to Mrs. Herbert conveyed a pofitivc re- 
jection of the treaty. 

But when his mother, on whom he 
doted, came to plead to him the kindnefs 
of Sir William and Lady Edwin, the des- 
titute* and defenceless Hate flie and his fifter 
muft be in if deferted by them, the charge 
of ingratitude it would entail on them all 
to rejeft not only the oflfer but the earned 

defirc 



ANNA. 97 

defire of both the lady and her friends, 
when (he conjured him not to complete 
the wretchednefs of his mother, and affured 
him all her hope of comfort in this life de- 
pended on his obliging her, when (he begged 
him to recal to his idea the many, many 
years of her paft life* in which mifery had 
darkened her days and reft forfook her 
nights, and implored him not to let her 
now experience that from the darling of 
her foul, which would far exceed all (he 
had yet fuffered ; and when he considered 
that the only woman he had yet feen, or 
indeed hoped to fee, with whom his heart 
claimed alliance, was loft .to him, and that 
for ever, greatly as he difliked Cecilia, he 
could not prevail on himfelf to withhold 
the confolation his dear mother demand- 
ed, and therefore, impowered her to for- 
ward the affair, and fay any thing (he 
pleafed for him, prpmifing to meet her in 
London as foon as (he wi(hed ; he likewife 
wrote .to Sk William and Lady Edwin, 
and to their daughter, in terms confident 
orith that engagement. 

yox^iy. F CecilL 



9 8 A N N'A. 

Cecilia hfrd no ideas of the matters be- 
ing fo h&ftily concluded $ her defign being 
to ^vert the fentence of living in Wales ; 
to teaze Herbert, and to amiife herfelf; 
however, 3s (he knew no remedy, and con- 
cluded (be fhould be better able to manage 
^im than her parents,, thought it beft to 
fubmit with a grace to what (he then faw 
no hopes of avoiding. 

Herbert, by fetting out for England, mif- 
fed Collet's laft letter, giving an account of 
Anna's unexpeded good fortune; and as 
Lady Edwin had not, in her firft perturba- 
tion, informed Mrs. Herbert of any of the 
particulars, only (imply, that an heir was 
found to her brother's eflate, it was im- 
poffible he could know that heir was Mifs 
Manfel ; what then were his feelings when, 
at the fame moment, he learned her rank 
and fortune ? He was likewife convinced, 
(he had been injured in every report cir- 
culated to her difadvantage. 

Too late was juftice done her charader ; 
his honour was engaged; he had figned the 
contrad, the deeds were engrofling ; apd if 

that. 
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that had not been the cafe, could he flow 
dare to afpire to a perfon of her rank, 
courted and carefied by all the world, fol- 
lowed and admired as much for the beauty 
and accomplilhments every mouth was full 
of, as for the eftate ftie was heirefs to ? 

It could not be. 

What then did prudence, reafon, and 
honour diftate ? To avoid her fight, to fly 
from the temptations of gazing on her, and 
to decline all intercourses, or even know- 
ledge of her affairs ; this was ths leflbn hard 
' neceffity taught, and which he was refolv- 
ing to put in pra&ice, when the calamity in 
Sir William's family rendered an interview 
unavoidable. 

Anna Manfel, young, innocent, and 
amiable at Llandore, captivated his heart 
»* before he was fenfible of its danger, at the 
inftant he believed her engaged ; his eyes 
dwelt infenfibly on the attractive elegance 
of her perfon^ his foul hung on the accents 
of her lips, and his fenfes were enraptured 
with the fafcinatins; charms of her conver- 
fation j to love her was a pare of his nature 
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he could not conquer ; unconfcious of any 
defign of injury to her, as unapprehenfive 
of danger to himfelf, he fought not to ex- 
plore the fecret fprings of feelings, that were 

* po lefs new than delightful ;,it was enough, 
that to-morrow, and to-morrow, he fhould 
fee her; (he would liften with pleafure 
while he read a felefted pafiage from a fa- 
vourite author; fhe*would again fing the 
fong that had yefterday charmed him ; if 
they walked out, he fhould decorate her . 
i>ofom, the feat of purity, and truth, with a 
flower of his culling ; if they converted, he . 
was fure to find his own fentiments endear- 
ed to his reafon by a recolle&ion that they 
were her's ; but no farther thought ruffled 
the ferenity of the prefent, or alarmed him 

- with apprehenfions for the future, till Anna 
began to abfent herfelf from Llandore/and 
the day was fixed for her departure. 

Then the pangs he felt revealed a fecret 
pregnant with defpair and difappointment ; 
her circumftances fo narrow, his own fo 
dependent, his parents forming fuch hopes 1 
from his advancement in life, how could he 

. difpenfe 



ANNA. iox 

difpenfe with the duty he> owed them, or 
anfwer to his own honour, any attempt to 
feduce the affe&ions of an amiable young, 
creature, from the perfon to whom he un- 
derftood flie was engaged ? 

We have feen the progrefs of his affec- 
tion after the interview in London,, which 
could not now increafe, and which had not 
fuffered abatement. 



CHAP. LXXXIIL 



Old Habits are foon refumed. 
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RS. Edwin's guardian refufing to re* 
ceive her, (he was, for the prefent, remov- 
ed to lodgings i and Mr. Edwin fent dowa 
in great ftate to the family vault for inter- 
ment, attended by Herbert, who carried 
with him Sir William's recommendations 
to be returned for the borough in the room 
of his deceafed father. 

Lady Edwin, whofe foul, though it fell 
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not under woes which are, the common 
lot of mankind, lamented more the dege- 
neracy of her fpn than his death J conftitu- 
tionally attached to the dignity of her fa- 
mily, (he confidered his early fate, though 
it wrung all the mother in her foul, as a 
period to the immorality and extravagance 
of his aftions y fuch a life refle&ed difgrace 
on the blood of the Trevannions; had it 
been continued, the eftate as well as name, 
as far as it depended on him, the one mud 
have been branded with difhonour, the 
other divided among (harpers. 

Anna was now literally the pride and 
hope of her aunt ; in her (he delighted, and 
with her (lie chiefly fpent her time ; for as 
to her daughter, (he had a fettled ill opi- 
nion of her principles ; to deviatf from the 
truth was, in Lady Edwin's eftimation, a 
prognoftic of the worft kind ; and Mifs Ed- 
win minded not confirming fuch deviations, 
.with the moft folemn affeverations to carry 
her point. 

Wearied by a vain oppofition to her ob- 
ftinacy, and foon hoping to fee her married 

to 
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to Herbert, (lie was again permitted to re- 
ceive and pay her own vifits, though un- 
% der reftri&ions, which (he regarded not; 
but indecent as it muft appear, Mrs. Ed- 
win was no fooner recovered, and in her 
own houfe, than whenever Cecilia could 
efcape the obfervation of her mother, they 
were infeparable. 

The young widow, it is true, had the 
modefty to keep at home ; but though (lie 
had loved, the Count, her mind had no re- 
fources within herfelf ; to be alone was, to 
her, the mod frightful folitude; and (hut 
out by her imprudence from the moft va- 
luable part of fociety, it required little pains 
to induce her to accept the company lead 
calculated to retrieve her loft reputation,, 
rather than be alone. 

Her large eftate, and the great perfonal 
fortune fettled on the heirs of a woman 
who was yet childlefs, rendered her a moft 
interesting object to an officer in the guards $• 
Captain Mellith, with the affiftance of a 
handfomc figure, and a competent degree 
of affurance, contrived to introduce himfelf 
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in a mod favourable light to Mrs. Edwin ; 
it was not feldom he there met Cecilia, and 
the ftory of the Count and Mendez being 
too recent to be forgotten, it furnifhed him 
with a hint of providing for a brother of- 
ficer, who he accordingly introduced, and 
who as naturally fell defperately in love* 
with Mifs Edwin, as he had himfelf done 
with the young widow. 

Of this connexion the family in Grof- 
venor'-fquare were ignorant ; but Mrs. Wei - 
lers and Lady Ann heard it from every 
quarter; it was circulated in the morning 
vifits, fneered at after dinner, circumftan- 
tially repeated at tea, and between the 
deals fpoken of at the card-table of every 
genteel family in the vicinity of St. James's, 
excepting only at Sir William Edwin's, 
and (while they were prefent,) where they 
vifited. 

. Mr. Herbert, being daily expe&ed in 
town to take his feat, and the Edwin fa- 
mily detained only by Anna's affairs, which 
were nearly fettled, it was judged rhoft pru- 
dent to avoid adding to their afflidtions, by 

hinting 
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hinting at an affair that engroffed fo much 
the chat of the town. 

Amidft the fplendour of riches, and in 
the highefl. enjoyment of all they could 
purchafe, Anna found in her internal 
wretchednefs, the fallacy and inefficacy of 
mere affluence, when the heart is not at 
eafe. 

It was in vain the good Mr. Bently con- 
tinued his efforts to divert her attention 
from her own forrows, by adminiftering re- 
lief to the lefs corrofive ones of others -, (he 
was the chearful giver, and the bleffing of 
the faint-hearted followed her fteps; but 
all would not do : the anguifh of her mind 
not only preyed on her fpirits, but vifibly 
injured her health; and though (he kept 
them as much as poffible from her friends, 
had many complaints that indicated an 
early period to a life, not more valuable to 
her own circle, than to fociety in general. 

Mr. Mordant wast diftra&ed at the alte- 
ration in her looks ; and Collet, who was no 
lefs a favourite with Bently for the honefty 
of his principles than, for his medicinal ikill, 
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had a plain neat chariot given him, with s- 
pair of ftrong black horfes, on parpofe to 
vifit her daily. 

Such a rapid rife in the fortune of an apo- 
thecary, who did not poflefs faculties that 
would at all get him on in his own village, 
could not fail >of exciting curiofity ; and: 
perhaps my reader will fufpeft from the 
fpecimen I have already given, fome little 
fcandal found its way into the furmifes of 
the judicious inhabitants of Laytom 

But rib fuch thing happened. Had Mr. 
Collet been obliged, from unforefeen lofies, ' 
the decreafe of his patients, the illiberal 
reflections of his neighbours, or any other 
caufe, to have laid down a chariot, inftead 
of fetting it up, it would have been a moft 
fortunate circumftance, in that it would 
have furnifhed the ladies and gentlemen of 
the place with an 'ocCafion of repeating 
every little folly of his life ; it woitld have 
given them a pretence to fit in judgment 
on all the errors he either had, or was (aid 
to have committed ; and, finally, it would 
have offered a fine opportunity for them to 

difplay 
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difplay the compaffion of their natures by 
pitying the poor fellow, and their penetra* 
tion in having always thought what it would, 
come to. 

In the prefent cafe his chariot 

Increafed his pra&ice ; 

Improved his fkill $ 

Gave theje nefcai qnoi to his perfon ; 

Brought htm invitations to dinner ; 

Introduced him to Mrs. Bibbins's tea* 
table ; 

And induced a lady that kept a boarding 
fchool in the town, with whom he had long 
been enamoured, to make fuch advances 
to the diffident apothecary, as opened his 
mouth, and gave Lady Ann an opportunity 
of conferring on them the honour of her 
prefence at their nuptials, which were cele- 
brated at her houfe, with fpecial licenfe, 
by 'Mr. Manfel, when Mifs Herbert did 
Mrs. Collet the honour of ftanding bride- 
maid. That afternoon, Lady Abn received 
a letter from Wilkinfon, inclofed in one to 
Mr. Manfel, both which he prefented to 
her; {he immediately apologized to her 
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company for the refpeft, (he faid, (he 
muft (hew an old friend, and then read as 
follows : 

To the Reverend David Mansel. 

" Dear Sir, 

" THE abfence of our worthy pallor 
4€ from his flock, though very decently 
€ * fupplied in point of parochial duty, can- 
€C not be more fenfibly felt by any one 
" among them than myfelf ; when will our 
€i good reftor return ? is a queftion con- 
€ * ftamly aiked of me; it is a queftion.1 
" heartily wi(h I Could anfwer. 

," x You have been fo good as to affign 
§€ very kind and confiderate reafons for 
u not letting me know the fuccefs of your 

inquiries after Lady Ann Trevannion ; I 

have brought my mind to rejoice in the 
f s difcovery ; I exult in the certainty of 
•' feeing the lovelieft and mod amiable of 
u women in a rank, where her example 
" and merit will be equally and confpicu- 
4t oufly beneficial to an. admiring world ; 

" you 
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u you fay, when I can, from my heart, 
" offer my congratulations on this event, 
"you will lay them at the feet of your 
u charming patronefs; that time is now 
u arrived : with refpeft to her my chief 
" happinefs is, that I had the penetration 
<c to diftinguilh, to love, not indeed be- 
" fore (he was the objedt of adoration to 
€C all who knew her, but before one view 
" could be ^attributed to me, except the 
" pureft affe&ion, 

<c The letter I have the honour to in- 
€€ clofe to her, may expofe me to cenfure 
" as a vain man, but I flatter myfelf ftrong 
" proofs would be neceffary to prove me 
" a diflioneft one; if my requeft is ho- 
u noured with Lady Ann's approbation, 
" (he will communicate it to you, Sir, and 
" I will hope for your good office on the 
" fubjed it contains ; if not, (lie will have 
" the goodnefs to conceal the error of, 
" dear Sir, 

jy. €€ Your gratefully obliged, 
" humble fervant, 

* c Edward Wilkinson/' 

To 
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To Lady Ann Trevannioit. 

(Inclofed in the foregoing.) 

€i Madam, 

a IF the croaked lines of this letter 
u fpeak any other language than that of 
" the moft friendly congratulations on 
<€ your reftoration to that family, and thofe 
€C honours you was born to adorn, they do 
" ifijeiftice to my feelings, fincfe, ardent as 
u were my wilhes, they were ever damped 
*' by a prefentiment of your fu period ty 
" and my own unworthinefs ; and the dif- 
" covery, that I was not miftaken, though 
u it was impoffible for me to know how, 
was what I rather expe&ed than 'feared ; 
accept then, madam, from a heart, that, 
" towards you, has never known guile, 
* c the fincereft congratulations ; and happy 
as you are in the poffeffion of .every 
earthly bleffing, forgive thfc fariher&old- 
hefs of one, who would, die to ferve, or 
" givt ybu pleafure. - 

r I am* 
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I am, madam, by the favour of my 
late friend, Mr. Herbert, already in 
polTeflion of considerable property, the 
produce of my fliare> in the iron-works 
" my own induftry has brought to b6 fo* 
" beneficial to the company. My lot is 
" fixed here, far from the fociety my in- 
u clinations would lead me to; and herd 
" I mult continue, at leaft, for fome ye^rs,' 
" before the bleflings of independence will 
" empower me to fix on any other refi- 
<c dence. I am formed for fociety ; my 
" heart wants a partner; do you know, 
" in the number of your friends, madam, 
" One who would receive it, torn and * 
" mangled as it is, with its firft attach* 
" ment I Mr. Herbert's laft words to me 
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" Remember my kindnefs to you," 

cc The injunction was needlefs. I can ne- 
u ver forget. If vanity and my own wiflies 
". miflead me, Lady Ann Trcvannion will 
" pity, without expofiflg; the folly of her 
H friend. ' 

« I have thought, in the- mild refulgent 

" luftre 
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« luftre of Mifs Herbert's eyes, I have 
4 feen (he inherited her father's fentiments ; 
€ if I am honoured with your approbation, 
€ I (hall certainly try, whether I am mif- 
4 taken or not ; but it is in your power ta 
' filence me for ever, as my obedience to 
c your commands, my veneration for your 
' judgment, and my refped for you, and 
* your's, can end only with the life of, 

" Madam, 
t€ Your mod obedient, 
" and devoted, 

€€ humble fervarit, 

" E. Wilkinson." 

Mifs Herbert, whofe curiofity was very 
ftrongly excited by the manner m which 
Mr. Ivlanfel . delivered Wilkinfon's letter^ 
as well as the eagernefs with which it was 
.perufed, turned fofick before it was finifti- 
ed, (he was obliged to -quit the room ; 
our heroine immediately followed her, and 
queftioned her with great tendernefe, otv 
the caufe of her fudden indifpofition ; her 
evafions* acCQtnpatoied with glowing cheeks. 

and 
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and confcious glanqes from her eyes, at the 
letter, convinced Anna (he had the caufe 
in her hand ;. however, (he forebore-pref- 
fing her farther, and was going, when Mifs 
Herbert gently detaining her hand, faid, 
" dear Lady Ann, anfwer me one quef- 
" tion ; M -" a thoufand, my dear Patty ; 
€s what would you know ?" She again 
coloured deeply, and in a low voice hardly 
amounting to a whifper, aflted, " IfWil- 
" kinfon's generous difinterefted paffion 
" were at lad to be rewarded ?" 

" I believe it is, my dear," anfwered 
Anna, " but not by me; there is his letter, 
4C I leave it for your perufal ; and when you 
'<* have done fo, if your (icknefs (hould be 
*' quite gone off, you will be fo good as to 
*' return to the company*" 

The reader is by this time in poffeffion 
of a fecret long kept, and carefully guard- 
ed in the bofom of Mifs Herbert ; from 
her infancy up, (he beheld Wilkinfon with 
a partial regard ; when he addreffed Anna 
at Llandore, (he felt every uncafinefs a 
perfon of her placid turn could be fubjedh 

to* 



ii 4 ANNA. 

to, in fnch a fituation 5 but as he bad ne- 
ver made the moft diftant advances to her, 
(he kept from every creature living the pre* 
fetence with which (he honoured him ; and 
her's would, as moft other hopelefs paf- 
fions are apt to do, have died away, without 
any material injury to her health or fpirits; 
bitf when, at the death of her father, Mrs. 
Herbert found in him the tender and re- 
fpe&ful folicitude of a fon, as well as the 
unremitting attention, to her afiairs, of a 
fincere friend ; when the affe&ion of a bro- 
ther was added to the refped he had ever 
(hewn her, the gentle heart of Patty was 
irrecoverably loft, and gratitude gave too* 
great a fan&ion to her regard for him, for 
prudence to keep either within bounds ; 
(he gave a loofe to fentiments fo laudably* 
• founded ; and Anna being now out of the 
reach of his addreffes, indulged the moft 
flattering hopes, that (he iLould be the 
next pbjeft of his choice. 

The letter from him, delivered with.fuch. 
form by Mr. Manfel, (hocked and alarmed 
her - 9 wafc Patty Herbert a queen, Wilkin- 

fon 
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fon fhould (bare her crown ; and why might 
not worth, like his, be equally acceptable 
to Lady Ann ? thence her agitation and 
ficknefs ; but left alone to read a letter, 
every line of which, in her opinion, might 
have been penned by a Cicero, her trans- 
ports were lively and fincere. 

" Ah !" exclaimed (he, " my eyes were 
" never before in ray favour ! how often 
#< have I lamented their truant variation 
" from the colour of the reft of my family p - 
€t and envied Charles his fine dark ones ? 
" but now I would not change them, no 
" not for Lady Ann's." With a light heart 
and pleafed look, (he re-entered the draw- 
ing-room, and reftored, tho* rather reluc- 
tantly, the letter (he fo highly prized. 

" Well, my dear," faid Lady Ann, arch- 
ly, " is your queftion anfwered?"— " Lo*d* 
€€ what nonfenfe !" was the blulhinganfwer. 

Manfel gueffed the fubje&, and gaily of- 
fered any wager, he fhould have the plea- 
fure of performing m the facred ceremony 
again within a month, 

" A month !" 
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" A month !" repeated Patty ; " no, in- 
" deed, Mr. Manfel." 

The laughter of the company reminded 
her the little 6ccafion there was for her an- 
fwering the good man, as it explained to 
them what they would not elfe have fo foon 
fufpe&ed, that (he was one of the parties 
alluded to. After a day fpent in harmony 
and good humour, they parted early on 
account of the bride and bridegroom's re-, 
turn to Layton. 



CHAP. LXXXIV. 



More Family Pride. 
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,NNA felt the higheft pleafure in the 
profpeft of feeing her friend happy ; (he 
undertook to fet her down in » Grofvenor* 
fquaite, in order to found Mrs. Herbert 
and Lady Edwin ; by the firft, the offer 
was received with unaffe&ed pleafure. 
Wilkinfon was the man in the world (he 

would 
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would chufe for Patty; the latter faid, 
" no obje&ion could be made to the man, 
" but his origin rauft, from his trade,, have 
€c been very mean, and his family fuch, as 
" it would be impoffible for them to mix 
" with." 

" Oh/' anfwered. Patty eagerly, <c he has 
told mamma and me a thoufand times, he 
had not a relation in the world." 

" Really," faid Anna, furprjzed, "I, 
* € little thought, at Llandore, there was fo 
** gre^it a fimilarity in our circumftances ; 
" why may we not fuppofe," continued (he 
to Lady Edwin, " the meannefs of this 
cc worthy young man's bringing up, isow- 
* c ing to fome particular misfortune in his 
/* family; he certainly poffeffes fentiments 
* c and principles that would do honour to 
" the moft elevated ftation ; and as to his 
* c trade, how near was I being apprenticed 
<{ to a mantua-maker ?" — " Well," re- 
turned Lady Edwin, u let him come up ; 
4< ancj if Patty— but I fee no obje&ion that 
" Ihe will have, we will inquire into his 

1 

**■ connections." 

At 
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At this inftant Herbert entered the room 
—-Anna rofe immediately; it was late ; fhe 
had an appointment. 

" Nay, my dear," faid Lady Edwin, 
ci we have another wedding to fettle ; you 
" (hall not go, you are now the.principal of 
* c the Trevannion family, it is proper you 
« fhould be confulted." ' 

" Who I, madam ?" anfwered Anna, 
trembling violently ; " indeed I can't — I 
*? beg — you muft pardon me, I can have 
lt no kind of right ; — I — indeed."-*- 

€€ Anna," faid her aunt, interrupting her, 
€€ you miftake this matter; but if not fo, 
"pray oblige me." She was re-feated, 
hardly able to conceal her emotions ; not 
daring to truft her eyes*towards. Herbert, 
(he returned his bow to her with a flight 
inclination of her head, which had more 
the appearance of the ftiff pride of Lady 
Edwin to a peer of yefterda'y/ than the 
gentle elegance o£ Anna Trevannion. 

" Well, Charles," faid Lady Edwin, 
** we have heard of your fuccefs— have 
" you feen my daughter ?" 

\ "lam 
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I am juft come from her dreffing- 



" room." 






" You went to her firft then ; that was 
€ * quite right ; but is he ever wrong, lifter ?" 
Mrs. Herbert's eyes gliftened ; her fon 
bowed. " I hope," continued Lady Ed- 
win* " flie is pleafed at the honour confer- 
" red on you by your countrymen." 
" I hope fo," was the anfwer. * 
" Sir William is a conftant attendant at 
€C the houfe. I fhould imagine, . Charles, 
you may do your duty by your confti- 
tuents, without being fo very punftual." 
— It would be his greateft pride and plea- 
fure to merit the approbation of his friends. 
" Oh, had my dear unhappy Hugh but 
** poffeffed half your difcretion,how fhould 
<c I at this moment exult, inftead of mourn- 
" ing as, I inceflantly muft, not only the 
* c lofs of my fon, but of his honour; but 
Ci let us avoid fo unpleafing a retrofpeft ; 
€< I have yet left the confoling hope of 
feeing my daughter happy, of uniting 
her to a young msn, whofe own honour 
and goodnefs will be the bell fecurity 

« for 
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€i for her's ; and now we are alone, I will 
" tell you how Sir William and I propofe 
"you (hall be eftablifhed; he has given di- 
€S redions to put your fathers Family feat 
" in complete order and repair, which, to- 
" gether with the redeemed eftate, will be 
<€ immediately your's ; that, and ten thou* 
" fand pounds ready money, will, we think, 
" be a proper fetting out for fuch a young 
" pair; and as Cecilia now (fighing) will, 
" firft and lafl be a great fortune, we (hall 
*' make what additions to your income an 
" increafe of family may tender itnecefiary 
" to fupport your rank in the world; at 
" Sir William's death, his eftate cornea to 
" you, as matter of right ; as mine, which 
" I inherit by my grandmother's will, bc- 
" fides all our perfonals, does to her. 

" You Jiave often wondered, filler," to 
Mrs. Herbert, ■" at my chufing to refidc 
" at Dennis-Place ; you fee now, in the 
" claims of my niece, a good reafonforitj 
4< it was the family refidence of my ances- 
tors on my mother's fide, and from my 
father's death I have always looked with 

'* expe&atioa 
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u expectation to what has happened ; but 
" happy as I am to refign to Lady Ann 
" her father's eftate, it might not have been 
,c fo pleafing to give up my manfion— • 
" forgive me, niece, I know what you 
" would fay with that generous earneftnefs 
" in your countenance, but Lady Edwin 
" could not accept that from courtefy, to 
" which (he had a legal right. — I have 
" taken care Trevannion Houfe, the re- 
u vered fpot which has given birth to fo 
" many heroes, (hould not wear die ap- 
" pearance of being deferted ; but my 

home has always been at my own palace; 

your mother, Charles, likes Llandore, 
" and Patty feems inclined to fettle there 
** — have you any objed ions to what I 
" have faid ?" 
- While Lady Edwin, with a folemnity 
infpired with the recent calamity in her fa- 
mily, was thus laying down a plan no lefs 
gen&roufly than prudently concerted, be- 
twixt Sir William and herfelf, the fenfa- 
tions of her auditors were, though all ear- 
neflly attentive, very different. Mrs, Her- 

Vol. IV. G ben'* 
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'bert's were thofe of grateful joy and ma- 
ternal exultation, at the fplendid change a 
few months had brought about in her foil's 
profpe&s ; tears of thankful piety ran down 
her cheek, and her whole foul bent in hum- 
ble acknowledgements to God : (he was 
ready to cry out with the pfalmift, it is goad 
for me that I have been afflifted. 

Patty's heart expanded with fraternal af- 
fedtion, and it bounded in the happy ftate 
of her own hopes ; but Herbert fat the 
image of delpair* " You are too good, 
" madanh," faid l>e, with a burfting heart 
and fwimming eyes* Often had thofe eyes 
been feen melting with fenlibility, over- 
flowing with com paffion ; and often had 
that heart throbbed at woes in which pity 
only gave him a (hare ; now, for his own 
fate, he could have dropped, tears of blood. 

There fat in his view all he adored on 

« 

earth, and he was liftening to the parti- 
cular terms of an engagement, from which 
he could not recede, and which muft, by 
a voluntary aft of his own, deprive him of 
her for ever. Anna's feelings, whatever 

they 
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they were, were foon, in fome meafure, 
diverted by Lady Edwin's thus addreffing 
her :- 

" And now, my dear niece," faid (he, 
* c I have no concern in this world but for 
<c you ; how is it, that fo many offers of 
u the firft rank have been fo peremptorily 
" declined ? Sir William is perpetually 
<l courted for his intereft with our charm- 
4< ing niece to make her election ; I have 
^Sncver fpoken to you on the fubjedt be- 
4C fore, nor (hould I now touch on it, but 
" my hopes, fo exceedingly difappointed 
where they were moft fanguine, in fup- 
port of the honour of my ancient family, 
bid me look to you for their revival j a 
4€ revival actually neceffary to my exist- 
ence. Sir Howel Gwyn, of a houfe as 
reipeftabJe as our own, with his original 
" inheritance unalienated in any part, paf- 
■" fionately admires Lady Ann Trevannicq."' 
<c Ah, madam, forbear,'* interrupted 
Anna, in a faint voice, her fpirks funk into 
a ftate of nervous debility, u urge nfct a 
i € change in my condition ; I never, n^tie- 
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" ver, will confent to ;" and, perceiving 
the furprize of Lady Edwin to be vifibly 
attended with difpleafure at fuch a pofitive 
declaration of fentiments fo repugnant to 
her wj fhes, added, " Did I not promife my 
€€ coofin to be your comforter ? Are you 
*' not now difpGfing of your daughter ? 
cc Sciffer me, my dear aunt, to be your 
" AnnaTrevannion ? Why ftiould I be in 
" fiich hade to part with a name fo lately 
f< iiffumed, and fo highly valued ?" 

The conclufion of this fpeech mollified 
the unpleafant beginning $ it was addrefled 
tp the vulnerable part of Lady Edwin, and 
could not fail of being acceptable ; it had 
indeed often occurred to her, that a match 
for her niece might offer, not beneath her 
acceptance, either in blood or fortune, 
vi ho, for the pofieffion of fuch a dfefirable 
Woman, with fo large an eftate, might con- 
fent to take the name of Trevannion, and 
the value fet on it by Anna was fo flatter- 
ing; to her wilhes, that it brought tears of 
pleafure into her eyes. 

She was not the only perfon prefent fo 

affe&ed j 
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affe&ed ; Herbert (though certain flie could 
never be his) heard, with trembling anxi- 
ety, Lady Edwin's fpeech of marriage to 
Anna ; the never, no never, from the lips of 
her he adored with fuch decided earneft- 
nefs revived his foul, and excefs of plea- 
fure took the place \vhich the pangs of 
defpair had a moment before dreadfully 
filled. 

Anna was fuffered to retire before fup- 
per^ though with^great reluftance on the 
part of her friends, who preffed her flay. 
Comfortlefe and wretched, (he threw her- 
felf into her carriage, to. which (he was at- 
tended by Herbert, the aid of whofe 
trembling hand, in fiknce offered, was in 
filence reje&ed. 

At her return home, anxious to carry 
her ideas out of herfelf, and notwithftand- 
ing her own loft happinefs, folicitous for 
that of her friends, (he wrote the following 
Utter to Wilkinfon : 

" HOW many obligations have I to 
" acknowledge to my friend .Mr. Wilkin- 

G3. "Ton? 
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" fon ? how many apologies are due to 
" him, for my fuffering any engagement 
€i to prevent my telling him, how fenfible 
44 I am of his unwearied folicitude in my 
€C behalf, when almofl: friendlefs his kind- 
" nefs would have protected me from the 
44 diftiefs I was fated to experience? 

44 The affe&ion you profefFed for me, I 
*' (hall always efteem an honour, and re- 
" fle& on with pleafure ; no gratification 
" can equal that of being diftinguiftied by 
44 a virtuous mind. 

" I have examined the circle of my 
€C friends ; the eye you allude to, fpeaks 
44 the language of truth and innocence, 
u and you, I believe, underftand it. I 
have prepared Lady Edwin to efteem 
my friend Mr. Wilkinfon ; Mrs. Her- 
bert is only more partial to her own fon. 
I cannot difpenfe with receiving your 
€C congratulations at fuch a diftance, you 
" muft come, and let us hear, if you am 
c< talk as well as you write. 

« A. Trevannion." 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXXV. 



W 



A Man of no Family. 



ITHIN a week from the date of 
Lady Ann's letter, Wilkinfon arrived in 
town. He waited on her, and paid his un- 
embarraffed compliments on her fituation ; 
ftie with pleafure pbferved it, and exprefled 
her high fatisfa&ion at feeing him. Her vi- 
fits were lefs and lefs frequent in Grofve- 
nor-fquare, and (he excufed herfdf when- 
ever (he could from going there > but on 
this occafion (he was refolved to impofe on 
Kferfelf avfcnfible mortification, to be of 
fervice to her friends ; (he therefore took 
him there in her vis-a-vis. Sir William, 
who always paid the higheft deference to 
her judgment, on her very favourable in- 
troduftion of Wilkinfon, gave his ready 
confent to his addfefles, though Lady Ed- 
win ftill adhered to her firft opinion^ that 
they ought to know more of his origin, be- 
fore he was honoured with their general 

approbation. 
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The young man, rather abafhed at this 
objeftion, not put in the moft delicate 
terms, after a little helitation, told her his 
birth was meaner than perhaps (he had any 
idea of ; for though he knew he had loft 
his mother in child-birth, the woman of the 
houfe, a very poor one, where (he lodged, 
could never tell, whether (he had dropped 
out of the clouds, or fprung out of the 
earth ; but, however, he believed he muft 
fubmit to the odium of paffing for the ille- 
gitimate offspring of that mother. He 
added, nobody ever appeared to claim kin- 
dred with her ; which he prefumed would 
not have been the cafe, had (he not been 
very poor ; he was, he (aid, with a fmo- 
thered agitation and a mixture of pride and 
indifference, fent to a workhoufe, and from 
thence put apprentice to a whitefmith. 

Anna's looks bore teftimony to her feel- 
ings during this narration, and Patty was 
obliged to quit the room ; Lady Edwin 
applauded his ingenuity, and afked, if the 
perfon were alive where his mother died > 
" She was, madam/* anfwered he, care- 

lefsly, 
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lefsly, <f a month ago ; I paid her her an- 
" nuity then/' 

" You allow her one ?" faid fhe, much 
pleafed. 

" A trifle, madam ; that is her addrefs ; 
" I will not, 1 affure you, attempt to make 
" any advantage of your indulgence ; Mif9 
u Herbert left the room uneafy, may I have 
" the honour of afking after her health ?" 
— He was (hewn to her apartment. 

Wilkinfon's pride was very much hurt 
at Lady Edwin's objections, tho* he could 
not condemn the motive for making them ; 
he had very high notions of honour* and 
kept to his word in his interview with Pat- 
ty, contenting himfelf with common inqui- 
ries; juft as he returned to Lady Edwin's 
dreffing-room, Mr. Herbert and Cecilia 
entered ; they had walked out, the morn- 
ing being fine, to fee their new carriage, 
with which Cecilia was, or faid fhe was, fa. 
pleafed, that (he very officioufly entered 
into a defcription of it to Anna, who, ill 
difpofed for the fubjedt, coolly left her, as 
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foon as one moment's ceflation oC Her vo- 
lubility gave her an opportunity. 

Sick at heart, mortified, and difpirited, 
(he fent for Mr. Manfel and Mrs- Weller* 
into her library, and thus addrefled them : 
" I am going, my dear friends, to open 
to you the anxious feelings of that heart 
which would not have known conceal- 
ment, had it been in its power to com- 
municate joy of any kind ; but its for- 
rows, and thofe only, would I have kepfc 
concealed from your knowledge. 
" Your penetration, the intereft you took 
in my happinefs, however, difcovered 
me ; you have long known the fource of 
that mifery which muft in the end, by its 
effedts on my health, undermine every 
other comfort in which I abound ; yet- 
I wifli to be dire&ed, to be advifed; my 
refcjlution abandons me when I have moft 
need of it, to be witnefs to thofe nup- 
tials will deftroy me ; oh, where," fink- 
ng on Mrs. Wellers' bofom, " can I fly 
i from them, from myfelf ?" 
This addrefs, accompanied with looks of 
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anguifh anddefpair from her, whofe delight 
it was to chafe affliftion from every other 
hearty affe&ed her friends exceedingly; 
<c and why," faid Mrs. Wellers, " muft it 
" take place at all ? why (hould two fuch 
" minds, paired by the Almighty,. be fepa- 
t€ rated ? Why muft our dear Anna's peace 
" be» facrificed to mere form ? And why 
" muft fo amiable a young man be loft to 
" every enjoyment of life ? he is not lefs 
" miferable, nor lefs to be pitied, than you; 
u he adores you, my beloved friend." 

" Ah, no, no," anfwered Anna, fhaking 
her head, the tears dropping off her cheeks 
on the friendly bofom of Mrs. Wellers.. 

This was too much for the retentive 
powers of that good woman ; her promifo 
of fecrecy was no longer remembered ; (he 
per fi (led in her afiertion, and recounted in 
proof of it£ his Allowing. her to Dalton's^ 
his correfpondence with Collet, his avowed 
love for her> which had been his firft con- 
cern at the moment fejjs juisfortune obliged 
him to quit the kingdom, and which. was 
only reftrained by .the unhappy concur-* 
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rence of circumftances that fixed, as a 
matter beyond doubt, her connexion with 
Edwin. 

This was news, indeed^ to Anna ; it flat- 
tered her pride, it gratified her love ; flic 
no longer could reproach herfelf with being 
fo fondly attached to a man who returned 
it with indifference ; if her paffion was 
hopelefs, it' was not unrequited : however, 
fo many cruel reafons combining, might 
enforce his confent to an engagement, fo 

v neceffary to the peace of the family, and 
confiftent with the gratitude and honour of 

. his principles ; it was fome confolation to 
know (he was beloved by the obje& of her 
fond wifhes, and that, however painful her 
fenfations, his. were no lefs fo. 

Mrs. Wellers, eager to take fome flep to 
- fave her young friend from defpair, pro* 
pofed Manfel's acquainting Herbert of the 
ill conduft of his wife eleft, or fhe would 
do it herfelf j but this was oppofed by 
Anna with great refolution and firmnefs ; 
it was a meafure, flie faid, beneath her, and 

• unworthy of them ; it was derogatory to 

the 
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the honour of her fex, and would lead to a 
condudt in Herbert which (he fhould be the 
firft to Condemn, and the laft to forgive.; 
fhe owned that the pleafure it gave her to 
believe herfelf dear to him, was greatly lef- 
fened by the little fhare of happinefs that 
appeared to await his marriage with Mifs 
Edwin ; but that (he was of opinion, Mr. 
Herbert was as much engaged to Cecilia by 
the hw of honour, which lhe trufted neve* 
would be infringed by her, or by her means, 
as if the nuptial benedidlion had already 
paffed ; that, therefore, (he entreated they 
would give her theirwords not to interfere in 
a matter of fuch delicacy and confequence. 

Both Mr. Manfel and Mrs. Welters' 
judgment coincided with her's ; but it was 
not judgment, it was fenfibility and fym- 
pathy that fuggsfted the breaking Herbert's 
engagement ; when cool reafon refumed 
her place, the thing was impra&icable. 

The Bath fcheme was again revived with 
fuch warmth on the part of our heroine, 
that before they feparated, the day was 
fixed for their departure. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXXVI, 

A 'Ramble in Kenfington Gardens. 

1 HE next morning Wilkinfon got his 
old penfioner to wait on Lady Edwin ; (he 
was upwards of eighty, ahd very infirm, but 
her memory was unimpaired ; Ihe faid,. 
" the mother of Wilkinfon came to her 
u houfe after dufk, and took the only room 
u (he could let ; that (he was very ill the 
* c three months (he was there; (he fufpe&ed 
" (lie was poor, becaufe (he ufed to fell her 
<c things; and when (he could not get any 
* f one to buy them, (he (the old woman) 
*' ufed to carry them to pawn ; that (he 
" was a very handfome young body, . but 
" had fuch an odd way with her, thof (ha 
u could not fay 'twas pride neither ; but> 
IC however, her good man often and often 
€€ tretened to ax her all haw and about 
"herfell; but fomc how, or fome how, 
c< they were both afeard ; and at laft, poor 
" body, (he died ; poor ibul ! (he was wore 
<c to a fkUlet, and her poor ould man and 

" her 
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u her was like to come into a deal of 
€t trouble about it, for the parifti had 
" been mortal angry ; but, however, thank 
" God, Neddy lived to pay them all their 
u charges, and God be thanked, to take 
" her ould man, who was now blind, and 
" her, off their hands." 

" Well," faid Lady Edwin, (pleafed at 
the principles of pride as well as juftice 
that had di&ated to him the propriety of 
reimburfing the parifti the expences they 
had been at for him, as well as fupporting 
the old couple) " but is there nothing now 
t( in your pofleffion belonging to the poor 
" young woman ?" 

Why, yes, anfwered (he, here's a bit of 

glafs, with a few pebbles round it, I cut 
" off her poor neck when I laid her out ; I 
" nowed it was worth little, becaufe 1 fould 
** a ftay-hook for a farvant body twice as 
<c bigg, and the iilverfmith gave me but two 
cc fhillings for it, whereof it coft a pound ; 
€t houfever, there's fome fort of letters on 
".it, and fo I thotTd keep it, and here 
* c (fearching an old hufwife where it was 

" wrapped 
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" wrapped in twenty bits of paper) it is/* 
Joy flafhed from Wilkinfon's eye&; this 
trinket, he cried, did not belong to a beg- 
gar. Lady Edwin examined it. Oh, let 
me fee it, faid Patty, her eyes ftreaming ; 
thpre are letters on it, which I fancy* my 
dear, you are too much affe&ed to make 
out 5 give it me, faid Mrs. Herbert — It was 
3 fmall gold locket, with a.cryftai back iet 
round with brilliant fpark$, and engraved 
in blue enamel P. G, 

" Pray," faid Lady Edwin, " how came 
u the young man to be named Wilkin* 
«< fon ?" ' . " 

That's my name, madam, and pleafe 
your honour ; I no wed no other he had 
" a better right to." 

" Were they kind to you, Sir?" afked 
Mr$. Herbert, her eyes fuffufed with tears. 
" Beyond my power to return," anfwerr 
ed Wilkinfon ; " their little houfe was my 
home, and many a plate of pye and pud- 
ding I eat there, which the good old foul 
" ufed to lay bye for me, till it was often 
" mouldy." 

The 
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The old woman was difmified without 
the locket, but the houfwife did not return 
empty neverthelefs. •,? 

The poflibility of his belonging to fomc- 
body was very pleafing to Lady Edwin* 
more efpecially as it was eafy to fee that 
Patty's affe&ions were top firmly fixed to 
give much hope; had his circumftances 
been as uncertain as his birth, (he would 
have been eafily prevailed on to change it* 
objed, and Mrs. Herbert, as well as Sir 
Wittiam, approving Wilkinfon's offer, (he 
no longer oppofed the general wi(h ; her 
coafent once obtained, every thing elfe was 
foon fettled, and it was agreed he (hould go 
down to Llandore and get the caftle ready 
to receive his bride, from whence he wa$ 
to go to Dennis Place, where the Edwin's, 
Mrs. Herbert, and Charles, were to meet 
him, and Mr. Manfel, (being apprized of 
the time) Lady Edwin faid, would perform 
the double ceremony. 

Of this happy conclufion he did not fail 
to acquaint otfr heroine. 

His news haftened the preparations for 

the 
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the Bath excurfion, Anna pbfitively de- 
clined all invitations to the weddings, al- 
ledging her ill health as the reafon. 

The evening but one, previous to the 
time fixed for leaving London, Sir Wil- 
liam, Lady Edwin, Mrs. and Mifs Her- 
bert and Wilkinfon, fupped with her, and 
her party confiding of Mr. and Mrs. Wel- 
ters, Mr. Mordant, Bently, and Manfel, 
they took teave that night, Charles being 
engaged* and Mifs Edwin at the opera* 

The next morning being the laft of 
their ftay, Mrs. WeHers went home- to give 
fome dire&ions to her people ; when the 
weather being fine, her male friends put, 
and her own reflections the very word of 
company, reftlefs alone, diflatisfied abroad^ 
Anna ordered her carriage to Kcnfington 
Gardens, a favourite excurfion with her, 
and too early both in the year and day to 
be much frequented. 

Here the ftill breeze that ufhered in the 
fineft fpring morning ever feen, the dead 
iilcnce, the folitude of thofe delightful 
fliades, brought to her recollection thepaft* 

the 
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tlie never to be recalled happinefs (he had 
known at dear Llandorc ; the innocent re- 
creations, the rural paftimes, the morning 
walk, the evening ramble ; " Oh," faid (he, 
" that they had never been!" 

To baniflb thought, to avoid reflexions, 
Anna fought retirement in Kenfington 
Gardens. 

Miftakcn Anna! 

It is not in the haunts of folitude, in the 
fequeftered walk, or (hady grove, the heart 
feels refpitc from grief like thine. 

Love, when founded as her's was on the 
approbation of uncomaminated innocence, 
finds ftrong fupport in every beauty of the 
creation ; the region of filence is eloquence 
itfelf, and the deepeft recefs of unfrequent- 
ed woods, though impervious to the light 
of heaven, but adds to the fcorching pangs 
of hopelefs love. 

Not here was Herbert to be forgot ten. 

She (trolled on, loft in a fad but pleating 
retrofpeft, when a deep figh, which found- 
ed juft at her ear, though it came from the 
Other fide of a high tbick-fet hedge, made 
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her (tart, and (he immediately recolle&ed 
how imprudent it was in her to walk alone 
in a place where ftie had not met a fingle 
creature; (he turned back, but was (till 
more alarmed at the footfteps of a man 
pafling' quick as it feemed before her in the 
other walk; but her fears of meeting im- 
proper company, foon gave way to furprife* 
when fhe faw, deep in thought, the objedt 
from whom her ideas never roved, throw 
himfelf on the bench (he mud pafs; his 
fighs had pierced her foul, his penfive air, 
dejedted looks, and pale countenance, were 
all fymptoms too correfpondent with her 
own to be difregarded ; (he flopped irre- 
folute. The feat might eafe -the body, but 
it could not calm the mind of Herbert : 
he foon left it, and walked dire&ly towards 
her. His perfon, it is true, aporoached, 
but his eyes bent to the earth, and his 
thoughts deeply engaged, he would have 
pa(Ted her, had (he not, by an involuntary 
motion, and a voice modulated with grief, 
articulated — Charles! — Hec's was at all 

times the voice of fenfibility ; it was now 

molt 
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moft cxprcflively (o ; it thrilled the foul of 
Herbert ; his eyes were riveted on her face 
furcharged with tendernefs ; his tongue re- 
fufed its function, but with aftion, that 
fpoke eloquently the language of his heart, 
encouraged by her foft addrefs, in filent 
agony he drew near, and took her paffive 
hand. In a moment (he recolleded her 
fituation, and condemning herfelf for the 
liberty her own conduft authorized, with- 
drew it with a referved air, and coldly 
a&ed him, how he came tochufe fuch a 
fpot for his morning's amulement ? 

Too much oppreffed to anfwer in the 
fame ftyle, and too interefted to let the 
prefent moment efcape him ; 

" My morning amufements, madam," 
faid he, " my evening diverfions, and my 
u night reflexions are the fame ; nor bufi- 
u nefs, company, nor retirement, afford me 
" one moment's refpite from mifery." 

The folemnity of his addrefs, the almoft 
convulfive motion of his limbs, the fatter- 
ing of his fpeech, were all too ftrong indi- 
cations of his fincerity, had (he been dif- 

pofed 
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pofed to doubt it — -prudence, reafon, refo- 
lution, all now fprfook her — She faw be- 
fore her Charles Herbert, the vidim of ho- 
Hour, the figure of defpair — and what in 
that moment were the ideas of her own 
grief to his ? — She trembled in her turn ; 
the colour forfook her lips and cheeks in 
one moment, but returned in a deeper 
glow the next — (he hefitated, and at laft 
ftammefed out fomething of concern— of 
being forry— of hoping things woyild mend, 
while ftie fuffered him to lead her to the 
feat he had juft quitted; when dropping 
on his knees, " Oh, Anna/* faid he, 
' dearer to my foul than the light of hea,- 
41 ven, than the vital air I breathe, now for 
" the firft and laft time let the undone 
46 Herbert claim thy attention — hear me 
"but vow at thy feet the unalterable paf- 
" fion that at this inftant fills me with de;- 
u fpair ; that from the moment I faw thee;, 
<( engrofled all of love, of adoration, it is 
cf my nature to feel : fly me not," as (he 

r 

ftruggled to leave him ; " what do you 
44 fear ? Oh ! thy place of fafety is near the 

" heart 
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"heart of Herbert — forgive me, Anna, 
" thofe frowns fhould have been afiumed 
" when the voice of pity called on Charles? 
c4 feek not, amiable creature, to hide the 
€€ compaffion of your heart, nor in thoft? 
* € dear moments given by fate, prevent mfc f 
" by your difpleafure, unburthening aheart 
" that elfe will burft." 

" If you wifh to detain me, Mr. Her- 
€€ bert," fhe anfwered, more compofed, 
" you muft change your pofture — what 
<c would the cenforious world fay, were yw % 
" a man> almoft a married man, to be feen 
" in this retired fpct at my feet ?" 

iC Oh! would to God," he returned with 
vehemence, " I had only the world's cen- 
" fure to combat — but you wifti me to rife, 
" loveliefl: of women — See, I obey you j 
" but for God's fake do not leave me ; 
" only hear me, and, circumftanced as I 
4< am, I will own it right to be banilhed 
" your fight for ever/' 

Anna was re-feated, and in the attitude 
of ferious attention ; looking on her with 
<eager tendernefs, he continued ; 

" Do 
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" Do you, or do you not know (LdBy 
*' Ann Trevannion ; and dearer, far dearer 
4€ Anna Manfel Ihould be above difguife) 
€€ I adore you ?" • 

" How ! Mr. Herbert, (bould 1 know," 
-anfwered Ihe with fome fpirit, " or ever 
€i fufpeft fuch a thing ?" 

" Then if you do not already know it, 
" let me now tell you how I have loved, 
" how followed, and how doted on you ! 

** Here," continued he (opening his 
waiftcoatand producing the loft bread- bow) 
«* this has been the companion of my m'c- 
" lancholy hours ; to this I fly in rapture ' 
" from the jewels, the pomp, the glare 
" with which my hated nuptials are to be 
« graced." — He then, with the perfuafion 
of truth, and with the eloquence of true 
affe&ion, repeated every occurrence that 
had fatally confpired to draw him into his 
engagement with Cecilia, to which he added 
a new inftance of the amiable mind of his 
intended bride — he had on his knees im- 
plored her to reje6t him — had offered to 
make over to her, or any future hufband, 

his 
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his right to her father's eftate— had con- 
feffled his. heart was engaged. The unfeel- 
ing woman anfwered, ihe was once deficient 
in her duty, but would now be an obedient 
daughter — He bewailed in a gufh of for- 
row his wretched fate — folemnly deplored 
bis exiftence, and prayed that the life of her 
he adored might be one continued fcene of 
happinefs* 

The die was now caft; ingenuous, open- 
hearted, and generous, Anna's foul was on 
her lips, refolutely determined to perfeverc 
in giving him up— himfelf refigned to his 
lot; no indelicacy could now, ihe thought, 
be imputed to her for revealing her fenti- 
ments in accents which, to the raptured 
ears of Herbert, w^re the mufic of -the 
fpheres. She acknowledged her attachment? 
to him, lamented the concurrent misfor- 
tunes, which, in the moment it was in her ' 
power to render *thern both happy, had 
eternally feparated them ; yet (lie conjured* 
him to call reafon to his aid, to recoiled: 
the infinite obligations himfelf and family 
were under to Sir William Edwin. As to 

Voi^IV. H herfe^ 
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herfelf, fhefolemnly promifed, for hi* fake, 
never to marry. " But, Charles/' continued 
(he, her voice loft in her emotions, " we 
" jpuft meet no more ;— the moment that 
" you take a bride, I fly my country for 
" ever.'* 

• If excefs of joy and grief, ftroggling in 
one mind, could annihilate the body, Her- 
bert muft have expired. 

His. Anna, the woman he idolized} who 
he had not dared to hope thought of hkn 
with partiality, returned his paffion in a 
ftrain of modeft rectified tender ne&, owned 
her love, vowing to live and lament him 
in a ftate of joylefs celibacy; were it to be 
believed ? 

" Talk not ef the world, or of ks cen- 
44 Aire, deareft Anna," laid he, throwiiig 
himfelf in a tranfport at her feet, " the unt- 
* 4 verfe fhould not prevent your grateful 
*• Herbert from thus thanking his Anna^ 
*** his charming love ; — let me for this one 
H moment call you fo — for one moment 
*' prafe this hand to my throbbing heart, 
** Oft, Anna ! there is one way — you talk 

" of 
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i€ of leaving your country, let us go tog*- 
" ther, let us fly ; whofe feelings (hall wei 
*' wound ? not Cecilia's, for (be — " 

" Hdd % Sir" interrupted Anna, riling, 
" we fbould wound the heart of Lady Ce- 
" cilia, of your mother, of every thinking 
" being; — we fhould give a mortal flab to 
€€ our own characters ; the caiife of honour 
" and of gratitude would fuffer, whenever 
" our names were mentioned. Go r Sir, 
44 (with indignation, and a look that petrK 
u fied poor Herbert) learn to refpedt Vir^ 
" tue — let her paths be ever fo thorny, they 
" lead to peace. We feparate for ever* 
u Once you bade me remetabcr your parting 
u words ; they are engraved on nay heart. 
*' Tou then believed me engaged— -your ho- 
" nour bade ypu tear yourfelf away*— and 
" what has Ann Trevarinion done to give 
u you fuch contemptible ideas of her?- 
" Adieu, Mr. Herbert ; forget this inter- 
€t view, and be happy." 

The hafty fteps (he was taking during 
this part ©f the conversion, foon brought 
her in view of her fervants. Herbert fol* 

H z lowed 
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lowed — •' 'One word only— ^and can you— *' 
as fbe quickened her pace, motioning with 
her hand for him to go—" yet day;" as (he 
was leaving the garden half turning, 

cc Well, Sir, what would you fay ?* 

(S Are we then parting ?" 

Ai We are for ever.** 
. '" Farewel then for ever, and for ever !" 
and with 4 -look of diftra&ion he darted 
•from her fight — fcarce able to ftand, her 
fervants aflifted her into the carriage. 

" Now I ameafy," faid Ann^, burfting 

into tears ; and (he returned home more 

•eager for her Bath journey than (he had 

left it, before her ftroli in Kenfington 

-Gardens. 
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CHAP. LXXXVII. 

An Accident. 
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RS. Wejlers was in St. James's- fquarc 
Kefore our heroine ; (he found Mr. Mor- 
dant and Bendy with her, who, with Man- 
iel, were lamenting the decline of herheakh. 

The 
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The.viGble traces of grief in her looks 
drew the particular attention of her unqle. 
" My deareft niece," qried he, * what is it • 
" that thus continually clouds yourcounte- 
" nance ? Why is it always fo fadly over- 
" caft ? I fhall, when we come from Bath, 
" be quite ready to return to Jamaica; but 
u if I do not fee an alteration jn you, ho\v> 
M fliall I prevail on myfelf to leave you ?" 

The ftarting tear that accompanied this 
kind inquiry, fpread its infe&ion over all 
prefent ; their looks fpoke a language of 
ienfibility to which their tongue gave not- 
utterance ; and the general fadnefs of her* 
friends was but ill calculated to raife the 
deprefled fpirits of Anna ; for although (he.- 
had been* fo unreferved to Mrs. Wellers and 
Mr. Manfel, and fa explicit to Herbert, 
there was fomething too (hocking to female 
delicacy, and too humiliating to virgin, 
pride, in any farther confeffion of theiburce* 
of her melancholy. 

.. Had it been within the compafs of hu- 
man exertion to remove with honour the: 
obftacles to her. wifhes, it is moft probable 

H 3 her 
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her confidence in the indulgence of her un- 
cle, and the tried friendfhipof Mr. Bently, 
might have conquered the repugnance 
every modeft female feels to acknowledge 
a fecret paflion, but in her cafe the obliga- 
tions of friendihip, of honour, of gratitude, 
and blood, were leagued ; when one of them 
would have been quite fufficient, in fuch a 
mind as Anna's, to banilh every idea of 
hope. As it could therefore anfwer no 
purpofe but that of diftreffing her friends, 
(he waved ,t he fubjeft ; and affe&ing eafe, 
her heart was a ftranger to, propofed be- 
ginning the journey to Bath that afternoon: 
to the happy, (he obferved, all places wer* 
alike. * 

« Sweet girl," fobbed Bently, « if thou 
'* (houldflrnot be happy, I (hall be a lunatic 
" a fecond time I" Alarmed at this friendly 
menace, Anna flew to the good old man ; 
and dropping on the hand he was extend- 
ing towards her, tears of grateful love, (he 
promifed much more than it was in her 
power to perform. 

'Tis not in nature to conceive a more 

beautiful 
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beautiful pi&ure than the one at that inftant . - 
exhibited in the anxious friendly looks of 
the white-headed Bently; fpothed by the 
gentle tendernefs of the lovely Anna, the 
fcene grew too interefting : B6ntiy ran out 
of the room, as he faid, to order the car- 
riages ; and their baggage being before 
ready,. Anna left London, though in fuch 
brilliant circumftances, more internally 
wretched than when (he had before parted 
from the bufy fpotunaiiied and unprpvided 
for. Mrs, Wellers and Anna travelled in 
her poft-chaife ; Mr. Bently, Mordant* and 
Manfel, in the former's coach j and Polly 
Dal ton, with Mrs. Wellers 9 maid, in Mr. 
Mordant's chaife. 

They let out at fix, intending to fleep at 
Salt Hill: Anna repofed the moil unlimit- 
ed confidence in Mrs. Wellers ; Xhe repeated 
to her, during the ride, the interview with 
Herbert, and found fo much comfort in 
that good woman's fympathetic tendernefs, 
and by her efforts to infpire her with pati- N 
ence and refignation to the unavoidable 
evils of this life, that when they got to Salt 

H 4 < Hill, 
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Hill, our heroine had very little inclination „ 
to put a period to a converfation which 
was no lefs interefting than foothing to her 
unquiet mind ; (he therefore wiflied, if ir 
would not fatigue her friends, as it was 
moonlight, and their fuit too large to fear 
any danger, to go on to Reading; her will 
was always that of her friends, and they 
proceeded on their journey. 

As the two ladies were too much taker* 
up with the fubjeft of their converfation to- 
obferve otyefts as they paffed, the drivers 
not being ordered to flop, went rapidly by 
a coach which had loft a wheel j but the: 
gentlcmenwho followed being lefs engaged,, 
flopped and found a gentleman, his wife,, 
two young ladies, and a maid fervant in 
great diftrefs: as the lady was not in a con- 
dition to bear touch fatigue, being far ad* 
vanccd in her pregnancy, and the coaclv 
too much damaged to proceed, Mr. Bendy 
very politely offered his carriage to the 
lady, her daughters, and their female at* 
tendant, which was thankfully, accepted ; 

and. 
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and as they were within one mile of Read- 
ing, the gentlemen followed on foot. 

When our heroine alighted at the King's* 
Arms, (he wondered the coach did not im- 
mediately follow ; foon, . however, it ap- 
peared very differently filled from what 
(he expefted ; (he was told of the accident*, 
and immediately waked on < the lady, who • 
received her very, politely, and apologized 
for the trouble (he had given, which had: 
'been the means of detaining the gentlemen ; 
flie was proceeding to recount the particu- 
lars, when afcream from Anna interrupted^ 
hen "It is-, Mrs* Melmoth," cried (he, , 
" and i this is-, my Eliza ^ her features are, 
" not altered* and they were top d$ar to 
" me to be forgotten/' Embracing them > 
both, " How fat you are grown, my dear* 
"madam ? And how is dear Mr, Mel- 
"moth? Is this little Sophia ?" — " Yesy. 
"and Kitty toa? M 

;Mrs. Melmoth's cool reception of her 
carefies, as well as the very referved air with* 
which both (he and her daughter received 
them, though it hurt Anna, ; may be very^ 

H 5 eafily. 
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cafily accounted for; her growth, the altera- 
tion in her perfon, and the appearance of 
affluence that furrounded her, were cir- 
cumftances that could not poffibly bring to 
Mrs. Melmoth's mind the poor, friendlefs, 
little orphan (he had difcarded five years 
ago ; yet the features were familiar to her, 
and (he was trying at recollection, when, 
Mr. Melmoth and Anna's friends entered. 
" My dear," kid Mrs- Melmoth, " this 
" lady does Eliza and me the honour of 
"recognizing us; but I can't for my^life 
" recolledl where I hare feenher." Anna 
fmiled : the inquiries from the gentlemen 
of the heakh of Lady Anna after her jour- 
ney, puzzled Mr. Melmoth ; but a&ear a 
moment's earneft examination of her face, 
* I cannot be miftaken," faid he, " this 
" muft be our Anna; there is not fuch ana- 
" iher- fet of features in* the wotid." " Yes, 
" my dear, my refpe&ed mftn|&oc," an- 
fwered (he, turning her willing cheek to 
his falute, " My ever dear benefo&refe, it> 
<c is your Anna.— ^Behold, Sir," to her 
uncle, " th« firft real friends of my youth* 

" Oh f 
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" Oh ! my Eliza, a hundred fold will I 
€f pay you for all the goodnefs of your pa- 
" rent$.-*-*I cannot, indeed," ftie continued, 
" procure you a Mrs. Barlow, but I will be. 
•• your governed myfeif.— -The leffons I 
" learnt from your papa, his daughter 
" Ihall receive from me." While thus in 
the grateful effufion of her afFe&ionatc 
hean (he was making profeflions, which 
were as fin cere as natural, the gentlemen 
were exchanging civilities, and Mrs. Mel- 
moth foon understanding how amply it was 
in her power to perform her prornifes, and 
being in a fituation that wanted a friend 
bad enough, that family congratulated her, 
and each 6ther, on this happy rencontre ; 
aliwasjoy, was harmony*, even Herbert 
was for the time forgotten : they fat up till 
the morning was far advanced ; and when 
they retired, our heroine enjoyed, what was 
very uftufual with her, a found and refrefh- 
ing fleep, from which (he did ttot awake 
tilt near noon. 

Mrs. Wellers felt little lefs pleafure than 
the parties moft concerned in this joyful 

H 6 meeting ; 
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meeting; it was particularly grateful to 
her, from its happening at $1 period when 
the mind of her young friend flood in fuch 
need of being diverted from one objeft ; , 
and her pleafure at the effeft it had on 
Anna rendered her a troublefome gueft at 
the inn ; for if (he had been to rule,, not a 
bell fhould have rung or a footftep been 
heard to difturb the fweet flumber m which 
fhe found her friend. 

When they met at breakfeft, the reipeft 
of the Melmoths was increafed, by having 
heard Mr. Mordant repeat the particulars 
of Anna's birth and rank. 

. Mr. Meknoth had a mind above the 
impreffiom of intfereft ; his love to his Pet 
could not be increased by her affluence* 
but it might by her improved accomplilh- 
ments* by the difplay of thofe feritiments 
and principles he had, fo much to his ho- 
nour, taught her early years -> arid the felf- 
applaufe naturally refulting from the re* 
fle&ion on a laudable aftion, gave hinl 
fuch a particular flow of fpirits as diffufed 
chearfulnefs to all the company. — Mrs* 

Melmotb* 
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Melmotb, though (he confented with a good 
grace to what (he could not help, never- 
thelefs longed to figure away again, and 
was ready to worfhip Anna, by whofe means 
(he promifed herfelf that gratification, as 
well as that of looking into confufion the 
bafe calumniators who had fo unprovoked ly 

injured her chara&er. She attempted, 

though not without fome confufion, to 
apologrfe for her conduft at parting with 
Anna, but ber generous difpofition would 
not fuffer it — Indeed Jhe had long forgot- 
ten, as far as related to any one but Lord 
Sutton and Frajan, every difogreeable part 
of that event, while their many afts of 
kindnefs and affe&ion were conftantly re- 
colleded— She longed to make thofe happy 
who had fo largely contributed to make her 
fo, by giving her an education which ena- 
bled her to fill her elevated ftation with 
fuch credit to herfelf and delight to her 
friends. 

She had heard enough of their affairs to 
be certain they were not above pecuniary 
aid ; but her . delicacy v threw fo many ob* 
* " ftacles 
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ftaclcs in the way of her offering it — fhe at 
that moment conceived it a lefs difficult 
tafk to aik a favour than to confer one. 

Embarraffed by the generality of her ow& 
-feelings, it was long before (he could take 
courage to. aik to fpeak with Mr, and Mrs* 
Melmoth alone ; nor was flie nearer getting 
over her diffidence from her being without 
any witnek of the goodnefs of her heart. 

Mr. Melmoth, hbwever, led to the wifti-* 
ed for fubjeft, by remarking how very for- 
tunate they had! been in this meeting, as 
the chance of their returning to England 
had been determined by the wickednefe of 
old Mr. Afhby, father-in-law to his fifter, 
who had a mortgage on bis eftatej and, 
notwith(Unding,for the laft five yfears, they 
had lived with the utmoft cecoaomy, giving 
up the rent& towards paying «he arrears 
due, (which be owned to be a capital &tm) 
he had now. given him notice of a fore* 
clofure. 

Anna could then fpeak — " Oh, Sir," 
faid fhe, " I have never felt the happiftefi 
" of riches fo much as at this moment j 

" permit 
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" permit me to advance you the fum that 
€€ will make you eafy — Let the orphan, 
" who owes you more than worlds, be the 
u humble means of felicity to thofe whofe 
" goodnefs has been the fource of benefits 
u to her no money can repay." 

This offer was too acceptable to Mr. 
Meknoth not to be received with pleafure, 
and acknowledged with gratitude.— #<v 
however, conditioned to tranfad the mat- 
ter with her uncle (that gentleman being a 
better judge of the fecurity) and^ to have 
the fole eftablifltunent of Eliza. 

Her eagernefs to ferve Mr. Melmoth 
would not fuffer her to delay a moment 
acquainting her friends with his fituation, 
and the fteps (he wiflied to take — it was 
enough for Mr. Bendy that Anna faid it — 
be had more money than he knew what to 
do wkh at.his bankec 1 *— be would give his 
draft immediately. 

Mr. Mordant would on no account give 
up the pleafure of paying the, debts of his> 
niece, and Anna decided the friendly con* 
tcft, by defiring Mr. Mordant to go witk 

Mr. 
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Mr. Melmoth to the Lodge, and begging- 
Ben tly to efcort her to Bath, whither flic, 
invited Mrs. Melmoth and her family tc 
accompany her, and remain there till the* 
Lodge was in order to receive her. 

This met the approbation of all parties, 
and the next niorning they feparated on 
their different tours;, Mr*. Bently's car© 
out-travelled his fair companions — a large: 
ready-furnifhed houfe being aired and. 
ready to receive them*. 



CHAP: LXXXVIIE 

Another Difcavery* 
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HEY were foon fettled, and as foom 
known j not a perfon of diftindtion at the 
Bath, but left a ticket at the door of the* 
beautiful Welch heirefs — her farprife iand 
contempt were equally excited by: one* 
among them, finely gilt and ornamented,; 
with the hateful name of Sutton, Unheal thJ 

and 
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and fatigue were very good reafons for the 
ladies keeping houfe, and admitting no 
company for the firft two or three days : 
Wilkirtfon, calling in his way to Wales, 
was perfuaded to flay the day there; and 

* 

Mrs. Melmoth entreated Anna (as they had 
now a beau) to walk out. 

" And pray, madam/' faid the good* 
humoured Bently, " what do you make of 
" Mr. Manfel and me ?"— - <c Oh, 15 an- 
fwerGd (lie gaily, " a couple of good old 
u women, who ftand in need of proteftprs 
" yourfelves ; my Eliza (hall take care of 
" you both." 

Out they fallied— Almoft the firft object 
that (truck their eyes was Lord Sutton— 
u Good heavens ! M cried Mrs. Melmoth, 
u as I live and breathe there is Anna's old 
" fwain — Nay, nay, don't be fo alarmed, 
M child 5 fee, he has a bigger woman by 
i$ half than you." Anna was indeed* 
ftartled — The evils (he had fuffered thro' 
his means had implanted in her mind an> 
abhorrence mingled with fear, and though* 
now (afe from infiult of any kind in his. 

power 
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power to offer, flic could not forget how 
hoftile to her peace he had ever been. 
Mrs. Melmoth and Mrs. Wellers both 
longed to mortify him, and joined in beg- 
ging Anna to affift them ; the former de- 
claring (he would part with her little finger 
to have the triumph of introducing Lady 
Ann to him — She at length confented, and 
they drew near an objedt almoft beneath 
contempt* 

The paffion he had really felt for our 
heroine, and the difappointftient of all his 
hopes, had increafed a bilious diforder con- 
tra&ed in India, which, though kept under, 
by dint of care and attention, for many 
years, was now increafed to a vio l ent and 
dangerous, degree - 9 which, with fome other 
chronical complaints, the effed of his free 
living, gave prognoftics of a fpeedy diffo- 
lution— *His ikin, at all times refembfing 
more the walnut than the lily, was now 
changed to a dingy faffron ; the white of 
his hollow eyes was of • the fame hue, and 
the eredt carriage of his body changed to & 
meagre (loop. On his arm — Oh 1 reader, 
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pity even him—hung a tall, fhowy woman, 
of twenty-feven, whofe bold eye wandered 
in fearch of prey from face to /ace of 
every male fhe met, and when they were 
encountered by an acquaintance, which 
was at every third ftep, the wanton tongue 
and learing look, fignificantly painted to 
their contempt the dying wretch who fup- 
ported her, and who, from his foul, hated 
as much as he feared her. 

His poor difeafed body, covered in May 
with furs, bis fliort breath, and be&ic 
cough, formed a fad contrail to the tawdry, 
flaunting, and expeniive trapping, the athle- 
tic ftride, and ftrong mufcular looks of his 
companion : to finifti the group, ready to 
offer his obfequious arm, to fmile at her 
wit, to echo her latfgh, and to return her 
fly wink at his patron (at whofe expence 
he now (hone forth iix a frefh fuit of regi- 
mentals) followed Stevens, the humble toad- 
eater of the little great man. 

" Ah !" faid Mrs. Mclmoth, « for hea- 
" ven's fake, dear Lady Ann, quicken your- 
" pace ; we fball lofe him at laft : Ah, un- 

" fortunate 
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" fortunate ! fee, he goes into that (hop." 
Bently comforted her, with the information* 
of its being Bull's Library, and that they 
might follow him, " Behold him," con- 
tinued the good old man, " hardly for an- 
€€ . honeft man, paft the prime of his days, 
u bending double with infirmities,* burden 
" to himfelf, an antidote to the creature of: 
" his vices : no pitying friend, no kind 
" Anna, to footh and chear him in the dark- 
** hour of pain, but a common proftitute, 
" and the venal companion of his wicked- 
" nefs, a fubaltern in his own dirty corps;; 
• *• who, by pimping and fawning, obtained 
" a pair of colours, where it was a fcandal; 
u to ferve :— how ghaftly an image of fin. 
« he looks !" 

They were by this time at the door of 
the (hop: Mrs, Melmoth entered firft;. 
Lord Sutton knew Mr. Melmoth was res 
turned to England. Mr, Alhby, a. man* 
not more famous for his riches, than for the: 
infamous mode of acquiring them, had, in 
the affair of Melmoth Lodge; a&ed as agent* 
to the aoble Lord, who impatiently waited- 

the: 
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there-eftablirtimcnt of his health) again to 
-rcvifit that delightful retreat, hot as for- 
merly, to pay vifits, or to lay plots for the 
fedu&ion of innocence, but to purchafe it, 

* 

as he faid, and r as Mr. Aihby hoped, to re- 
turn it to the family. Cool enough, there- 
fore, was his falutatron to Mrs. Melmoth; 
he hoped her hufband was well, without 
looking off the pamphlet he was reading, 
or Charlotte Madan's vouch fafing to- accom- 
pany iier glance with a bend of the knee : 
-the man of the ftiop, however, knew the 
Trevannion livery, and, in a great buftle, 
told his Lordfhipj Lady Ann Trevannion, 
the great eft beauty,- and the great eft for- 
tune in the place, was coming in. Drfap- 
poirttment and illnefs, which had reduced 
him to a ike le ton, had not yet killed his 
vanity ; his moft pleafing looks were called 
forth, and he arofe at her entrance. 

Afpe&re could not have ftricken<him 
•with more aftonithment^ his friend Dalton 
4iad not again tempted bis anger, with any 
farther account of the fugitive Anna ; and 
ie had given her. up .with a rcludance that 

had 
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bad a&ually injured his health ; and a com- 
plication of diforders bad fincc fully em- 
ployed his time. 

Deferted by thofe gay companions tftth 
whom he delighted tct mix, when well, but 
.who ever fly from ficknefs and misfortune, 
he had been, while in London, {but up 
with Viilars and the low-bred Stevens; the 
latter, alike ignorant of men and manners 
ia genteel life, amufedhim with anecdotes 
out of the Scandalous chronicle, laughed at 
'his wit, abd, for the thoufahdth time, ap- 
plauded his Afiatic exploits : it was there- 
fore unlikely, public and much talked of 
. as her hiftory was, it fhould reach him ; 
how then could he expe& to nieet in the 
celebrated lieirefs, the poor girl, whom he 
had robbed of her friends in fo cruel a 
maimer. 

His 6rft emotions were thofe of joy at 
meeting her ; but when he faw how fur- 
mounded with friends, who loved -and re- 
fpe^ed her, abounding with the wealth, he 
had but lately found would not do every 
thing, and inheriting, in her own natural 

right 
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right, that rank and title fo ineftimable in 
his ejres, and for which he deemed no facri- 
fice an equivalent, the fhame and mortifi- 
cation was too much even forhim^ He was 
making toward the door, when another face 
more^appalling to him than heir's, met his 
eyes ; it was Wilkinfon ; who, advancing, 
begged fo have the honour of reminding 
his Lordfhip of their laft converfation ; in 
which he had told him, he would not let him 
reft till juftice was done to the injured cha- 
mber of Anna Manfcl. He told him, the 
providence of heaven had anticipated the 
amends he demanded, which was that of 
tnanifefting her innocence ; and the fame 
power would now have the effeft of expof- 
ing his guilt in this world, previous to the 
grand reckoning in the next, 

" Who,** faid Bently, eagerly, to Mrs. 
Wellers, " is this young man ?" — " A 
u Wetch acquaintance of Manfel's," an- 
fwered ffce, •* and a fine fpirited fellow he 
" is." — Wilkinfon continued,; — 

" When I behold that decayed frame, 
" convulfed, as \t now is, with guilt,-** 

« that 
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li that countenance, where the traits of evil 
"a&ions fo ftrongly counteradt the indul- 
*< gences wrinkled infirmity would elfe be- 
u fpeak, — thofe hoary locks* vainly tor- 
lt tured to conceal the whitenefs, which, 
" in virtuous age, would claim refpeft, I 
" feel a foftnefs rifing into pity, for thede* 
" faced image of God ; — but when I turn 
€i my eye to ihat iweet flower, — when I 
*' confider, it is to a fucceflion of miracu- 
" lous events we now owe her efcape from 
€t your infernal arts ; that her lovely perfbji 
" has not been contaminated ; that her 
* € countenance, where the hand of nature 
" has fo legibly written angel, is not rob- 
" bed of its mod attractive graces, inno- 
" cence, and modefty ; that her mind, 
" wherein beneyolence, purity, and every 
u female excellence refidc, is not corrupted, 
€ 'and that by a wretch, who is as much 
" from perfonal, as mental demerits, an 
c< antidote to women of common decency, 
4t pity is no more, indignation ufurps its 
* € place. The day of reckoning as to this 
^ world,, is at hand. Hcre^ by the moll 

f 1 lucky 
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u lucky accident are all the parties but one, 
" who has for the prefent efcaped, who 
" durft accufe that lady. — You, Madam," 
to Mrs. Melmoth, " are called on, by the 
" laws of honour and jufticc, to cxpofe 
u this difgrace of nobility ." 

" Let me pafs, fcoundrel," faid Lord 
Sutton, in a fury — Stevens, make way.— 
> " If Stevens ftirs, my Lord," anfwered 
Wilkinfon coolly, " he goes over thofe ba- 
" luftrades." 

*' What, do you mean to murder me, vil- 
" lain ?" — The company now interpofed. 
— Mrs, Mplmoth was vexed (he had urged 
this interview ; and Anna, who knew not, 
in her own praftice, what revenge was, 
begged Wilkinfon to let him go $ (he (aid 
(he was the offended perfon. 

" Pardon me, Lady Ann," anfwered the 
refolute young man, €€ as being the repre- 
u fentative of beauty, innocence, and vir- 
" tue, you are offended ; — but it is thofe 
" divine attributes themfelves which that 
14 man has injured. His whole life has 
44 been one continued fcene of outrage to 

Vou IV. , t I* "one 
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*' one or other of tihem;— -I cannot naeati 
** to bett his crazy perion, but, fee you 
** not, it is his fioul that fliakes : — Come, 
*" ray Lord, be feated." Here, drawing 
loot his watch,' afid foewing k to him,-— 
* c one half hour w£H — I wt Ai to hold con- 
** verfe with you*" — He was proceeding* 
when, to the utter amazement of the com- 
pany, the noble Lord faia&ed away, the 
man of the {hop fortunately catching him 
in time to prevent his fall. 

The ladies were alarmed, and Charlotte 
abufive, not that flic cared a pin for the 
Ctuation of her noble kseper, but (be had 
on inveterate bat red to modefty ; h excited 
her ire wherever (he met it, aod fhe never 
taifled an opportunity «f tdfliifying this 
amiable difpofition* 

Firom her, and from bar appearance, the 
genriefaufl ofAnna (brunk with abhorrence; 
and Rently, taking hold <©f Wilkinfon ? s 
arm, faid, ^be merciful, young man; there 
Mi is in your countenance., what fliocks that 
M monftcr©f guilt more than all yowvir- 
*' iuoub indignation can utter, I am my- 

"felf 
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€€ felf fcarce recovered from a fit 6f horror 
u at your voice arid looks 5 be, I am fure> 
u can bear neither. See, he revives. Suf- 
" fer him to depart whither fate and his 
" own inclination lead him : his teftimony 
" in her favour is an infult to Lady Ann. 
u Let him go." 

" You are at liberty to depart, my Lord, 1 ' 
faid Lady Ann ; " I forgive you.— You 
" are indilpofed. I am forry we came in." 

Without attending to her, his eye fixed 
on Wilkinfon, he told him he was ready, 
he was prepared for the half hour, and re- 
quefted him to come near him. " 1 will 
" hear," he continued, u all you have to 
u fay, when you have gratified me in one 
€€ point— let me fee your watch." 

*' Ah, my Lord, you (hall hold it, if you 
*< pleafe." 

He took in his hand, trembling violent- 
ly, and, looking on the locket which was 
fattened to the chain, and on Wilkinfon, 
alternately, the tears rolling down his 
cheeks, at length, with fighs and groans he 
could not now reft rain : 

I a " This 
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• " This trinket I need not afk for, — I 
** know.,. I feel it was thy mother's-; and 
" thou wilt, in thy turn, feel horror, when 
*f thou art told thou art — *' his voice fink- 
ing into a faint whifper, — " my/on" 

Amazement kept- all dumb but Eently, 
whofe fighs, though lefs audible, were bit- 
ter, and who, with his hand on his bofom, 
ieemed waiting the event, in agitation not 
to be defcribed. 

Anna went to him, and, fuppofing him 
affe&ed, as they all were, at what was paf- 
fing, the unhappy malady he had been af- 
ili&ed with always in her thoughts, when 
{he faw hiiii unufually moved, — (he begged 
him to retire into an adjoining room with 
her ; — he did fo, — and there, fupported by 
his charming young friend, he gave vent 
to the oppreffion of his heart ; and, (in a 
voice fcarce articulate from his agitations) 
# told her,Wilkinfon's mother was his wife ! 
Anna ftarted with furprize and fympathy. 

" Oh i too fure, cried he, (he was i fe- 
«' duced, ruined, and abandoned, by this 
** yillain ! — -Where, oh where,*— in what 

** obfcure 
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" obfcure corner of the earth did fhe finiftr 
" her wretched being ?— -It was in her fate 
" I felt my Anna's; — her cataftrophe made 
" me tremble for thine. — His ryame was a 
" fufficient proof of bafenefs, — and your 
" avoiding him of innocence* 

" Dear, ill-fated wife of my foul \ — but 
" let me not think of her." 

* Her voice ftill vibrates on my ravifhed 
ear ; ftill melting there, and with voluptu- 
ous fweetnefs, thrilling through my heart. 
— Oh ! to forget her/ 

Anna wept in perfeft agony at this re- 
newal of grief in a friend fhe now more 
than ever revered ; (he perfuaded him to go 
ao jBore into the prefence of a man, who 
had fo deeply injured him ; he, indeed, de- 
terred as much by his own principles, which 
held duelling but a:s murder palliated, as 
by the pitiable ftate in which he was, which 
took away every thought of revenge, wiGi- 
ed not evermore to behold the wretch, who, 
in return for his friendlhip and hofpitality, 
bad ruined his peace, and robbed him. of 
every earthly happinefs ; he therefore went 

I 3 out 
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out &t a fide door, telling Anna, at parting, 
that as now in her fweet fociety, and in her 
promife of never driving from her prefence 
an old man that loved her, he promifed 
himfelf fome few days of peace ; and 
though Wilkinfon was the fon of a villain, 
he was alfo the offspring of his loft Caro- 
line, and he might, in time, wifli to be 
becter known to him ; he would chufe it 
ihould be in his own name and character.-— 
*' You will, therefore, Lady Ann/' added 
he, u announce me to your friends by my 
" real name, which is Summers. The 
u caufe for changing it will reveal irielf." 

When (he returned to the company, ano- 
ttjer affe&ing fcene prefented itfelf. Wil- 
kinfon was at that time bending his knee to 
Sutton, whofe looks betrayed how litdehis 
confeience told him he merited refped, 
though, from his own fon, the time was ap- 
proachinjg, of which his feelings gave him 
but a melancholy prefage, when art, plau- 
fibility, or even riches, would not avail. 

A martyr to difeafe, unconne&ed with 
any of thofe bleffed ties that, in foft fym- 

pathy 
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pithy and refpedful love, can (both the 
ftcrn approach of death, drawing near to 
that omnipotent Being, whofe commands 
had all been broken, but from whofe awful 
ientence of retribution his foul (hrunk with 
terror, he had vainly varied the fcene from* 
place to place. 

He ha,d in a paroxyfm of rage turned 1 
the unoffending Villars out of his houfe, to 
which, though in poverty, and experiencing 
the reverfe of fate, which in her unenvied 
fituation, is fure to be the objeft of triumph 
to the world, (he refuted to return $ but 
though he could thus brutally hc&or over 
this poor woman, whofe cafe was the more 
pitiable, as her heart had never fhared in 
either the fin or fliow of her fituation, he 
wanted fpirit to affume the mafterfhip of 
his own houfe at Bath, where a wretch, 
whofe exiftence was a fcandal to fociety, 
lived in fplendour ; making the man who 
fupported her the common theme of her 
mirth among her abandoned affociates : for 
this reafon he put off his journey to Bath, 
though advifed to make it, as the only re- 

1 4 medy, 
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medy, till he was almoft unable to perform 
the journey ; at laft, under the protedtion 
of Stevens, he had ventured to approach 
his own houfe. 

This confequential perfon was the fon of 
a fifherman, who had been fent a cadet to 
India, by the intereft of a handfome houfe- 
maid (his relation) to a Director, and who 
by implicitly obeying the private as well a^ 
public commands of his then Colonel, had 
1 obtained from him a Lieutenant's commif- 
fton, and was farther honoured with being 
his conftant and only companion. 

It happened very unfortunately for this 
perfon, that his going to India was not 
fixed on earlier, as Lord Sutton left that 
part of the world within two years after his 
arrival there; fo that it was only in that juft 
diftinguilher of merit's power, to put him 
over the heads of a fcore or two of young 
men of'fome pretenfions ; weak ones in- 
deed, it mull be ccnfeffed, fuch as melting 
under the torrid zone, from their infancy, 
warring with infidels, and lofing their 
blood in the company's fervice ; trifles of 

fmall 



ANNA. 177 

fmall importance in comparifon with the 
intereft of a great man ; and wholly disre- 
garded, till the Colonel left the country, 
when his fucceffbr, although he had ftrong- 
ly recommended Stevens, not feeing with 
his eyes, and having no occafion for the 
private fervices of fo clever a fellow, was, 
unfortunately for him, of opinion he had 
already advanced higher in rank than he 
could ever merit, and gave him to under- 
fland, there was but one way to retain a 
promotion in his idea very ill beftowed ; 
Stevens, always good at a hint, followed his 
patron, and contrived to render himfelf as 
neceffary to Lord Sutton in England, as he 
had been to Colonel Gorget in India. 

But the interview with Wilkinfon, and 
that young man's fenfe and fpirit, the ge- 
nuine emblems of the honour and reftitude 
of his principles, opened a new fcene j it 
gave Lord Sutton, in the offspring of his 
own blood, # defirable companion for his 
heavy hours, an eligible proteftion from 
the infults to which his infirm ftate fub- 
jeded a man whom nobody efteemed, and 

1 5 an 
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an opportunity of appealing the unceafing 
torments of his confcience, by making fome 
reparation for his cruelty to the woman 
he had deftroyed, in afting kindly to her 
fon. But from what had paid, he aftually 
feared to offer Wilkinfon his protection* 
concluding that the difcovery of his con* 
fangunity, by revealing the injuries of his 
mother, muft imprefs him with fentiments 
of hatred and contempt for the author of 
them. 

Strong, indeed, were the conflifts in the 
bofom of his fon ; it was not without great 
repugnance he could prevail on himfelf to 
bend lys knee to a man his heart was 
enured to abhor; but the agitation, the 
emaciated figure, the fond expreffion of 
my Jbn y my fon y repeated in faint and faul- 
tering accents by a parent who looked as 
if quitting the world, foftened and affe&ed 
the noble-minded Wilkinfon ; — he was in 
the attitude of kneeling when Anna en- 
tered the room. 

Lord Sutton attempted to rife when he 
law her, but his weaknefs prevented that 

mark 
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mark of refped ; he befbught her forgive- 
nefs, when he hoped the happy difcovery 
of his fon> who he would amply reward for 
his friendlhip to her, would induce her to 
grant; and that an event fo very remark- 
able, might be the means of a general par- 
don ; to accelerate which, he would volun- 
tarily do her the juftice that had been de- 
manded, and immediately related, without 
any other referve than what was due to dear 
felf, giving the credit of the villainy to his 
confederate Frajan; all the fchemes con- 
certed between them to draw her into his 
fnares, avowing his full intention, when foe 
left Layton, to make her every honourable 
amends in his power. He congratulated 
•her on her prefent rank, which was briefly 
hinted to him ; and being as able as willing 
to make atonement for the errors of his 
conduct, he entreated it might be no more 
remembered. 

Anna, for the firft time in her life, felt 
herfelf obdurate to the pleas of penitence. 
u Atonement !" (he repeated to herfelf, 
" what atonement can be made to our 

I 6 " generou 
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" generous Summers ? what were the pangs 
€e of Lord Sutton to his ? how can he ever 
€€ forgive tl\e wretch by whofe bafenefs he 
" was firft deprived of his wife's honour, 
<c and then of his reafon ?" (he had yet be- 
fore her the venerable old man ftruggling 
with his forrow : — with that impreflion on 
her miqd, fhe turned from Sutton with un- 
affected contempt and difguft. 

Mrs. Wellers, glad to fee the profpeft 
that opened for Wilkinfon, and knowing 
the natural fweetnefs of Anna's difpofition, 
faw her with wonder turn unmoved by the 
voice of repentance. Wilkinfon followed 
her retreating ftep's — " Will you not, Lady 
<c Ann," faid he, " forgive my father?" 

ic For me, Sir," anfwered (he, " to for- 
€€ give this unprofperous iniquity, is eafy ; 
" and. he will, I prefuftie, make Mrs. Mel- 
€C moth amends for his ungrateful return t 
" to her goodnefs and hofpitality. On 
€S you, Sir, who are his acknowledged fon> 
<c he has the mod facred claims ; but there 
" is one, from whom I am juft parted, with 
€C the barbed arrow deep in his heart, from 

" wheace 
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" whence no conceffion, no repentance, no 
" adt of kindnefs can extract it ; his an- 
" guifli muft, I fear, my Lord, embitter 
" your days, however happy fuch a fon, 
" and the revived attention of fuch friends 
" (looking at Mrs. Melmoth) may make 

""you." 

The friends of Anna were as much at a 

* lofs as the guilty Lord ; they could by no 
means develop her meaning. Obferving the 
curiofity (he excited, " what arguments," 
fhe continued, " what plea, or what pro- 
S c mifes will Lord Sutton ufe to prevail on 
c< the hufband of Mr. Wilkinfon's mother, 
" on my good Mrs. Welters* friend Bendy, 
" the kind proteftor of Anna Manfel, to 
" forgive him ? Who will be his advocate 
<c with General Summers ? Yes, Madam/' 
to Mrs. Wellers, " there the calamity 
" -originated that deprived our excellent 

' " friend of his fenfes !" 

Lord Sutton ftarted with guilt and afto- 
nifhment.— It was long fince the name of 
the unhappy General had been heard in the 
world. He had, it is true, whether from 

motives 
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motives of curiofity or fear I will not dew 
termine, made private inquiries after the 
man he had fo barbaroufly injured, and 
learnt the dreadful confequence of lofs of 
peace was lofs of reafon; all farther re- 
fcarches proving fruitlefs, he concluded he 
had long joined the group of accufing 
fpirits ; which, whether from the burning 
climes of India, or the freezing ones of 
Iceland, are fure to meet in the prefence 
of an avengirtg and juft Creator. 

After a Abort filence, " I have none, 
" Madam," anfwered the ennobled culprit, 
" but thofe which flow from your perfuafive 
" ; lips; and be allured, if you will conde- 
<f fcend to plead my caufe, or rather your 
€S own, which is mercy and compaffion in 
" every fucceeding aft of my life, I will be 
" governed by you ; and in earned of my 
" intention to court the applaufe of an an- 
" gel, I will begin with one I know will 
" plead with you beyond all I can fay. 
" Mrs. Melmoth , how it was poflible for 
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i€ grandfather with his eftate, which, till 
€€ the latter part of his life, was little more 
than half what he- left his fon, brought 
up a large and expenfive family ; all of 
whom are now in different lines refpe<3> 
<c able and valuable members of the com- 
" munity, extending their influence and 
" connections to different pans of the king- 
" dom, while the heir and reprefentative of 
" the family has been fo extremely inatten- 
c < tive both to the honour and intereft of 
" it, as to fell the greateft part, and deeply 
€€ mortgage the reft, of the ample eftate he 
* c inherited from his anceftors." 

" You muft pardon this retro(peft — re- 
fpedt to the late worthy Mr. Melmoth, 
my firft and bed benefador and friend, 
" calls for it. My crimes will be to the 
c * advantage of your family ; the paternal 
i€ eftate (hall once more be your own." 

" That it is already/' replied Mrs. Mel- 
moth with fpirit : " Lady Ann's goodnefs 
" and generofity have already furnifhed 
** Mr. Melmoth with means to fecure that ; 
€i 'and though fo much better qualified for 
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" a reprover than your Lordfhip, without 
c< a fingle 'reflection." 

" Well, Madam," returned the mortified 
Peer, " it will be to my honour to follow 
" her example; and that I may be fure 
u not to repeat the error, it feems, I have 
" been guilty of, my favours (hall be con- 
" ferred where no room has been given 
•" for reproof. I have, as you now know, 
" a fon; my fortune muft be therefore 
€C divided; but I will immediately fettle 
" five thoufand pounds on each of your 
" daughters." 

" Will you, my Lord ?" anfwered (he ; 
€C Why then I declare you will be very 
" good at laft. And"— 

She was interrupted in acknowledge- 
ments, which came but half cordial from 
her, by the intervention of Charlotte Ma- 
dan, who had no idea of ftanding a filent 
fpedtator, while Lord Sutton gave away his 
fortune by thoufands. 

" Come, come, my Lord, don't be ri- 
" diculous," faid the impenetrable woman, 
<c do let us go ; you have cejtainly an in- 

" fane 
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" fane fit on you this morning. — Five 
cc thoufand pounds indeed !" 

Lady Ann and her party, finding what 
an addition was going to be added to their 
converfation, immediately left them, all but 
Wilkinfon; who, at his earneft requeft, 
accompanied Lord Sutton home, followed 
by Stevens and his charming miftrefs. 

The Peer now confcious of the happy 
contraft in his fituation, on entering his 
own houfe, from that in which he had left 
it, was no fooner in his library, than he 
revealed to his fon the hatred he bore 
Madan ; and leaving the terms entirely to 
him, entreated him to clear the houfe of 
the infamous incumbrance before he came 
to it, which he hoped would be foon, for a 
continuance. Wilkinfon foon knew enough 
of his father's wiflies to authorife an im- 
mediate alteration in his houfe ; he wanted 
not refolution or underflranding. Sorely 
againft her will, the divine Charlotte was 
obliged to fettle the terms of abdicating 
with him. He offered her 200 1. a year for 
life. She refufed to accept it. He gave 

her 
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her an hour to rcfolve in. She continued 
obftinate. He then offered her iool. She 
was outrageous. " And/* continued he, 
" if you do not in half an hour know your 
" own inrerefl, it fhall be taught you by 
€€ a conftable, who will have dire&ions to 
cc turn you out without any thing." Away 
went Madan to confult her affociates; 
within the time fhe returned, better ac- 
quainted with the character of the man (he 
had to deal with, accepted the annuity, 
removed her valuables, and fet off to Lon- 
don the fame night. 

Stevens was permitted to continue ; and 
Villars was fern for, as his Lordfhip's in- 
creating diforders rendered a nurfe necef- 
lary, and no one acquitted herfelf in that 
chara&er fo much to his latisfa<5tion. At 
Wilkinfon's requifition, and prpmife to 
provide for her, (he returned to her office^ 
to the great joy of his Lordfhip. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. LXXXIX. 



Truth will out. 



X HIS fudden fit of penitence in a man 
whofe whole life has been one continued 
fcene of wickednefs, may well furprife my 
readers— the faft is, Lord Sutton was ftill 
confident — vanity and oftentation were yet 
the ruling paffions of his mind, a fenfe of 
prefent guilt, and a dread of future punifh- * 
ment, affifted perhaps a little by dame na- 
ture in his feelings towards Wilkinfbn, put 
him entirely off his guard in the recent dis- 
covery of his fon ; but had that young man 
come to him in the garb of poverty, defti- 
tute of wealth, and friendlefs, unprotected 
and unprovided for, far, very far be it from 
me to infinuate Lord Sutton could have 
poffibly given way to the appearance of re- 
pentance and paternal affe&ion in fuch a 
degree; the cafe was widely different; 
Wilkinfon wa^ in a ftatfc of genteel inde- 
pendence, the reward of his own merit ; 

he 
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he was moreover on the point of marriager 
into an ancient and honourable family ; 
and his connexions were of fo valuable a 
fort, that he, who had been aiming at re- 
fpedtability his whole life, without fuccefs, 
now faw an opening, through the offspring 
of her he had deftroyed,. which he flattered 
himfelf might give him an opportunity to 
form connexions among that part of man- 
kind he now beheld in the moft favourable 
point of view — being wholly deferted by 
the flimfy undefirable attachments his wealth 
had made, felf-intereft, therefore, that un- * 
erring guide to minds like his, taught him, 
now to aflume the femblance of penitence ; 
and oftentation gave to Mr, Melmoth's 
children what gratitude wanted power ta 
enforce. He affe&e&'the moft profound 
refpeft for Lady Ann ; nothing that had 
the fan&ion of her approbation but met his 
hearty concurrence, nor any thing (he dif- 
liked would he bear to hear mentioned- 
Mifs Herbert was the friend of Lady Ann ; 
how then cpuld be be lefs than charmed 
with his intended daughter-in-law.— The 
, plan 



ANNA. 189 

plan of going to Wales fo foon was what he 
could by no means confent to ; he thought, 
and with reafon, as it was in his power to 
fet his fon above any kind of traffic, he had 
a right to his company till his health (hould 
be reftored ; which, though his diforder 
and weaknefs increafed every hour, he had 
great hopes of; and as he much wifhed to 
fee Mifs Herbert, Wilkinfon wrote a ftate 
of the whole affair to Mrs. Herbert, Te- 
quefting fhe would prevail on his dear 
Patty to accompany her to Bath, previous 
to their journey to Wales. 

Anna, whofe natural abhorrence ftill 
continued to Lord Sutton, and whofe af- 
feftion and refpeft for General Summers 
' were too great to fuffer any perfonal inter- 
courfe to fubfift "between her and the* ob- 
je<5t of his deteftation, was yet prevailed on 
by her regard for Mifs Herbert, and Wil- 
kinfon, to anfwer wkh civility the letters he 
was continually peftering her withj under 
pretence of afking her advice and opinion, 
and (he took care to bind him to his pro- 
imfe on behalf of the Mifs Melmoths. 

"Mr. 
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Mr. Mel moth, in the mean time, wrote 
from the Lodge ; he informed them he had 
changed the deeds, and was then preparing 
for the reception of his lady : the money, 
he faid, was paid Mr. Afhby at the Grove, 
in the prefence of his lifter, tthofe looks 
and behaviour were, one fpiteful, the other 
rude — " Oh !" cried Mrs. Melmoth, ex- 
ultingly, €C the very firft thing I will do (hall 
" be to vifit her, and entertain her with 

Lord Sutton's gift to my girl, and Lady 

Ami's hiftory ; which (he will not out- 
" live, nor exift in the prefence of my 
" fweet natural daughter." It was time, 
indeed, Mrs. Melmoth Ihould begin to 
prepare for her confinement. She grateful- 
ly confented to refign Eliza to the care of 
Lady Ann, whofe fondnefs for her increaf- 
ed every moment. She was a lovely young 
creature ; her education had been fome- 
what negleded, but Che had now every ad- 
vantage good inftru&ors and clofe appli- 
cation could give. 

Thpfe occurrences, which threw the in* 
tereft of her fricad* fo much in her way, 

contributed 
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contributed not a little to the quiet of her 
<own mind. Conftantiy employed, and that 
in a manner mod delightful to hcrfelf, as 
(he was contributing to the happineft of 
others, an avocation fo perfe&ly agreeable 
to her feleft friends, that it fully engaged 
sthem all, (he found herfelf lefs unhappy 
than, in the fituation of her mind, might 
be expe&ed. 

Lord Sutton's illnefs increafing beyond 
a poflibility of recovery, his fon's conftanc 
Attendance on him became absolutely ne» 
cefiary ; for, though Stevens was ftill there, 
be could not bear to be left alone with 
him — Howerer he bad Jhxd his Lordihip 
cho(e to die in decent company. 

From this circumftance k was that his 
wifh to ice Mifs Herbert had not been 
mentioned to Anna, He had written to 
Sir William Edwin bis full approbation of 
his ion's choice, xnd fignified his intention 
of fettling ten thoufaaad pounds on Mifs 
Herbert, which, indeed, he had oon&dted 
Iter on ; but of the requefl: that accompa- 
nied it 4je was emrcwly ignorant ; -which 

was, 
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was, that they might be married at Bath — 
that as his recovery was retarded beyond 
his hope, he might not lofe the comfort of 
his fon's company.] 

This requefl, very relu&antly on the 
part of Lady Edwin, was granted. On Mifs 
Edwin's entreaties Sir William and his 
lady, and confequentlylMr. Herbert, join- 
ed in the party to Bath ; and Anna, whofe 
friends were beginning to congratulate her, 
iand themfelves, on her returning health 
and tranquillity, found all her philofophy 
evaporate at fight of Mifs Herbert, who 
flew into her dreffing-room with fpirits 
greatly elated at the unexpected good for- 
tune of her lover, and imparted to her the 
invitation that had brought them to Bath, 
entreating her friend to prefent her to 
Lord Sutton. 

The aftoniihment of our heroine, the 
diftrefs and embarraffment this ftep occa- 
fioned her, is not to be conceived. She 
came to Bath to avoid being witnefs to 
fcenes (he apprehended would affedt her 
life :— by the ftrangeft * accidcat in the 

world, 



ANNA. i 93 

world, that circumftance had been the im- 

i 

perceptible means of her being purfued by 
what (he dreaded more than death. 

She condemned Herbert, in her own 
mind, fpr being prevailed on to come 
where (he was. She accufed him of bar- 
barity; and conld hardly refrain from 
openly expreffing her difplcafure againft 
him, with complaints at the fate that fol- 
lowed her : but it was ftill in her power to 
remove, and her ill health gave her an ex- 
cufe for leaving a place that did not agree 
with her, and for not going out or feeing 
company while (he flayed. 

But Patty was too earned in her petition, 
to be introduced by her to Lord Sutton, 
to be refufed. It was at all times painful 
to Anna to put a negative on any requeft 
made to her, confident with her own ideas 
of propriety. She was incapable of an aft 
of ill-nature or caprice ; and therefore 
agreed to call for fuch part of the family 
as chofe to go, at feven in the evening ; 
but excufed herfelf, in a card, from paying 
he* refpefts to her aunt at their lodgings, 

Vol- IV. K on 
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on account of her health. This could be 
hardly called an excufe; it was confirmed 
by the alteration in her looks ; for neyer 
did there breathe fo exadt a pi&ure of 
Shakefpeare's Love-lorn maid ; fhe pined 
in thought; and her folicitude to deceive 
her friends was fo great, that (he, it might 
be literally atid truly faid, fmiled at grief. 

Mifs Herbert left her exceedingly (hock- 
ed ; and meeting her brother as (he was 
going into her lodgings, " Oh ! Charles," 
faid (he, " Lady Ann Trevannion is very 
" ill — you cannot think how (he is altered 
" — Good heavens ! what is the matter, 
ic brother ? How pale you are !" — He an- 
fwered not, ' but pafled on. She repeated 

• 

her bad news to Lady Edwin and Mrs. 
.Herbert ; they were both extremely con- . 
cerned, and were going to her dire&ly, but 
Wilkinfon, who had not yet, though it was 
his father's particular requeft, afllimed the 
name of Gorget, coming to wait on Sir 
William, to nam* the truft for Patty's feN 
tlement, they were prevented. 
Mifs Edwin then m^de her appearance ; 

, (he 
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lhe had been, (he faid, half the town over, 
and actually did leave a card at Anna's door. 

Mr. Summers, at dinner, mentioned a 
circumftance that appeared odd to him ; 
he met Mifs Edwin, and not knowing the 
family were come to Bath, was rather fur- 
prifed ; he had the curiofity to fee where 
fhe went ; (he had not pafled him many 
paces before (he was* joined by a young 
officer, and on enquiry of a chairman who 
belonged to the houfe he faw her enter, 
found Mrs. Edwin was likewife at Bath, 
and lodged there. 

Mrs. Wellers, at this intelligence, very 
ferioufly remonftrated againft concealing, at 
leaft, from Sir William and Lady Edwin, 
the improper connection their daughter 
was forming; there would elfe, (he was 
furfe, be another tragical fcene in the fami- 
ly ; Anna would not hear of any kind of 
interference from her friends ; and being 
hurt at Mrs. Wellers' perfifting in the juf* 
tice of the aft, it was dropped. 

In the evening, having apprifed Lord 
Sutton of her intentions, Lady Anna called 
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for Mrs. and Mifs Herbert ; Lady Cecilia 
refufing to vifit, on any terms, a man wko 
bad offered fuch indignities to her family, 
did hot accompany them, but engaged 
with Sir William to meet her at their re- 
turn at her own houfe. They were receiv- 
ed at Sutton-Houfe by Mr. Wilkinfon, 
and condu&ed into the library which ad- 
joined his Lordfhip's dreffing-room, and 
was the fartheft place his weaknefs would 
fuffer him to be moved to. 

He was rejoiced to fee Lady Ann on 
any occafion, and in this company ber's 
was doubly welcome ; he exhibited his 
grandeur, and talked very largely of the 
great things he meant to do for his fon ; 
he was very rich, and, as he had informed 
Sir William Edwin this morning, when ho 
did him the honbur of calling on hfm, he 
intended to leave the principal part of his 
fortune to his fon, and his heirs. 

He prefented Mifs Herbert with a very 
fine fuit of pearl, and fome valuable dia- 
monds, which looking at Anna, with a figh 
he could not jreftrain, he faid> in a 1o1y 

voice, 
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voice, were defigned for another occa- 
fion. 

Mrs. Herbert then told him, (lie was at a 
lofs, kind as he was to her daughter, how 
to mention Lady Cecilia's family reafon for 
chufing Mifs Edwin (hould be married at 
Trevannion ; all her generation but one had 
plighted their vows at the family chapel, 
and all but that one had been profperous 
and happy. Patty had engaged to accom-: 
pany her coufin to the altar; and although 
Lady Edwin did not fay any thing, (he was 
fure it would very much difpleafe and hurt 
Jier if any alteration took place; the obli- .. 
gations of her family to her brother and 
lifter, (he added, were fo numerous, as well 
as binding, it would be great pain ihe, 
(hould take any ftep which did not meet 
their entire approbation. 

Anna, .who longed to get rid of them ?t 
any rate, feconded Mrs. Herbert ; encou* 
raged by fo powerful an advocate, (he ven- 
tured to afk his Lordftiip permiflion for his 
fan's accompanying them to Wales, and 
there to have the two ceremonies perform* 

K 3 cd, 
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cd, as before agreed, at one time; with his 
ufual deference and partiality to Lady Ann, 
he confented to their requeft, on condition 
his fon's ftay did not exceed a fortnight : 
thus circumfcribed in point of time, which 
it was the more neceffary for Wilkinfon to 
obferve, as his Lordfliip's ftate of health 
was fo very precarious, when they return- 
ed, Lady Edwin fixed on leaving Bath the 
next day. 



CHAP. XC. 

Female Phibfopby. 

X HE alteration in the looks of our he* 
roine was too ftriking to efcape the notice- 
of Lady Edwin— Greatly alarmed, (he re- 
newed her entreaties for her to accompany 
them into Wales, but finding fhe could not 
prevail, told her fhe would be denied no 
longer than till her daughter was married : 
Trevannion-Houfe, which had been fo long 

untenanted, 
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untenanted, muft wait another fummer; fhe 
would not be denied; her dear niece muft 
pofitively finifh this with her. 

Anna fmiled ; but notHing was farther 
from her thoughts than going to any place 
where it was poflible to meet Charles Her- 
bert and his bride — her feelings convinced 
her, that this was a trial (he was not equal 
to— indeed the effedt the idea of being 
near them had on her health, rendered the 
refolution to avoid them abfolutely necef- 
(ary — She had been in a conftant flutter of 
fpirits from the mftant of their arrival — fhe 
.dreaded to meet Mr. Herbert, yet her eyes 

* 

were perpetually drained after each pafling. 
objeft — She knew he would not prefume 
to come to her houfe ; yet every rap at the 
door threw her into a violent palpitation ; 
fhe gafped for breath when his name was 
mentioned ; but all other fubjefts on which 
the converfation turned during the "time 
her aunt flayed, wanted power to engage 
her attention ; the vifible changes of her 
countenance in the courfe of the evening 

* 

were obferved with equal forrow and anxie- 
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ty by the friendly Mrs. Wellers. When 
Lady Edwin took her leave, Anna, who 
had borne up like a true heroine, owned 
fhe found herfelf very much indifpofed — 
the agitation of her fpirits was fo great, that 
a fever of the he&ic kind, to which (he was 
very fubje&, increafed with fuch violence 
before next morning, that quiet was recom- 
mended by her phyfician,as the only means 
of preventing its ftill farther alarm — 'Lady 
Edwin was admitted for five minutes only * 
her concern for her niece was fincere and 
unaffe&ed \ (he told Mrs. Wellers, though 
the marriage of her daughter were of fuch 
'importance to her peace, flic did not think 
it poffible (he could furvive any accident 
that might happen to break it off $ yet her 
amiable niece was too dear, to be left in 
fuch a ftate : if, therefore, a very favourable 
alteration did not take place in her health, 
(he would poftpone her journey, in order 
to give Lady Ann her perfonal attendance. 
Mrs. Wellers faw, in Lady Edwin's foli- 
eitude to accompli (h the union between 
Charles and Cecilia, the folly of hoping that 

any 
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any thing could happen from prop ruina- 
tion, in the leaft fluttering to her wifhes— 
(he knew the honour of the family could 
not be more engaged than the delicacy of 
Anna, who would fbudder at the thought 
of connecting her felf with a man who had 
been guilty of a breach of contraft, nor 
indeed had fhe any idea that her forti- 
tude would be put to fuch a trial by Mr,. 
Herbert. 

It was, therefore, as matters * flood, her 
opinion, the fopner the wedding was fo- 
lemnized, the fopner Lady Ann would re- 
cover her health and peace-; the one much 
injured, and the other entirely broken— 
She imparted her thoughts to Mr. Manfel, 
who coincided with her, and joined her in 
entreaties to their young friend, to confider^ 
before it was too late, the injury (lie was 
doing herfelf, and the pain (he infli&ed on 
her friends. 

Anna owned the propriety of their argu- 
ments, and more feverely condemned her 
own weaknefe than it was poffible for them to 
dp, but bevwailed her inability tp conquer it. 
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" If this frelh aggravation had not hap~ 
pened," faid (he, " change offcene, time, 
" and the many calls of humanity and cha- 
" rity, on the power I am invefted with, 
<c by filling my time in the exercifes of bc- 
tc nevolence, might have done much Jfor 
" me — but fate itfelf purfues me — the evil 
" I dread more than the deprivation of my 
" exiftence, follows my fteps — would, to 
" God they were married — I really believe 
" in my present ftate of mind, that event 
" only can give me one moment's eafe." 

As this was precifely the opinion of both 
Mrs* Wellers and Mr. Manfel, they in- 
formed her of the refolution Lady Edwin 
had taken to wait her recocery, and were 
proteeding to urge the neceffity there was 
for her to fummon all her refolution at this 
important crifis— when Anna, fenfible of 
what prudence, honour, and delicacy de- 
manded, interrupted them-*-" Oh ! fay no 
" more, I am better now, I will rife this 
" moment— let them go — tell my aunt I 
u am well, quite well ; pray fend dire&ly." 
y — Your recovery, my dear," faid Mrs. 

" Wellers, 
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* € Wellers, will appear a little too fudden ; 
" when Lady Edwin calls we will attri- 
" bute your indifpofition to a cold, and 
€l that may be rcprefented as flight as you 
" pleafe ; we will then^ave to Mr. Man- 
" fel the urging the uftpertajn life of Lord 
" Sutton, to induce them to keep to their 
" plan of leaving Bath, and I truft, when 
" no longer harraffed by thofe continual 
€€ interruptions, you will then be reftored 
<c to the power of feeling that happinefs in 
u your own bofom, which your benefi- 
" cent difpofition leads you to extend to 
" others." 

Mr. Manfel's folicitude not being lefs, 
and his fentiments exaftly thofe of Mrs*. 
Wellers, he inftantly went to Sir William 
Edwin's to begin his part of the bufinefs ; 
here he met Mr. Wilkinfon, who informed 
them the phyficians had at a confultation 
that morning declared, they did not think 
it poffible Lord Sutton could live a month ; 
atid though this was not told him, the very 
fmall hopes they gave rendered him very 
earneft to have the marriage over. WiU 
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kinfon ventured to hint a wifh, that ic 
might be concluded at Bath ; Lady Edwin 
bppofed it, and that very ftrenuoufly ; (he 
had her own private reafoas for haftening 
the marriage of Cecilia, and forefaw if they 
flayed longer at Bath, that muft of courfe 
be deferred ; a 1 thing of all others the leaft 
defirable to her. Charles Herbert fat a 
filent auditor of this converfation, in which 
Sir William and Mr. Manfel joined, giv- 
ing it as their decided opinion, the union 
of Mr. Wilkinfon and Mifs Herbert ought 
on no account to b? deferred. Mrs. Her- 
bert confidering the penitence of fuch a 
man as Lord Sutton, might proceed more 
from caprice and terror of death, than any „ 
real good difpofition, and confequently not 
to be depended on, was likewife an advo- - 
cate for expediting the nuptials. Lady 
Ann's health was the only point that em- 
barraffed her aunt : though Mr. Manfel af- 
fured her it was in no danger ; and as fbe 
had the fatisfadtion of finding Anna tip 
and cheerful in the evening, (he took a very 
affectionate leave, and the family fet out 

the 
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the next? morning for Wales — Neither 
Wilkinfon nor Manfel went, with them, 
Lord Sutton having peevifhly lefiened the 
leave of abfence,' from a fortnight to eight 
days; it was judged expedient for the fa- 
mily to go firft, and that when all was ready* 
the bridegroom fhould, accompanied by 
Mr. Manfel, follow them to Dennis Place. 
Patty and her lover took leave of Anna 
in the evening ; fhe rejoiced when (he 
found they were aftually gone, and a very 
acceptable ceffation to her gloomy reflec- 
tions arrived the next day in her uncle and 
Mr. Melmoth ; Mrs. Melmoth's fituation 
rendered it proper (he fhould leave Bath ; 
the Lodge was prepared for her reception ; 
the tenants and dependants of that refpeft- 
able family were impatiejpt to hail the re- 
turn of the Squire to the manfion of his 
anceftors — it was with regret on all (ides this 
feparation was confented to, and Mrs. Mel- 

4 

moth protefted (he could not ftir till Lady 
Ann promifed to fee her before (he went to 
Wale», which (he very readily did. 

Eliza continued with our heroine j and 

the 
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the Melmoth family left Bath with the hap- 
py certainty of entering gates they feared 
were for ever (hut to their approach, of 
looking with confcious right and authority 
round thofe domains, the value and beauty 
of which had been difregarded by their 
poffeffors till the inftant they were on the 
point of lofing an earthly paradife by their 
own folly and extravagance ; their pleafure 
and their joy were the more fenfible, as 
they felt, in their prefent happinefs, the re- 
ward of their former benevolence. Mr. 
Mordant, with whom juftice and generofity 
were only fo far divided as to fuffer the 
former to precede the latter, had not only 
taken the mortgage out of Mr. Afhby's 
hands, but in a manner that flattered, in- 
ftead of wounding, the pride of Mr. Mel- 
moth, reimburfed him for the expences of 
Anna's education in fo liberal a ftyle and 
manner, that plenty, as well as peace* again 
dwelt at Melmoth lodge. 

The young Eliza now became the parti- 
cular care of Anna ; Mr. Summers was her 

* 

moral, and Mr, Manfel her divine jjrecqp- 

tor : 
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tor: in this pleafing employment Anna 
hoped to find relief from the corroding and 
anxious feelings of her mind ; but thofe 
were too potent to be thus evaded ; her . 
fever increafed, the intermiffions became 
lefs regular, and her appetite entirely fail- 
ed; the hours ufually devoted to fleep were 
thofe in which (he indulged in a luxury of 
grief; her fallen eyes and wan cheeks fpoke 
a language it was not poffible for love and 
friendfhip to mifapprehend : the ffrft phyfi- 
cians were again called in : Mr. Mordant's 
uneafinefs was only to be equalled by that 
of the General ; Manfe! durft not truft him- 
felf to look at her, and Mrs. Welters' own 
health was fo much affefted, it was often 
out of her power to attend her young 
friend ; Mrs. Clarke was therefore fent for 
doWn exprefs, and added another mourner 
to the melancholy group. Wilkinfon was all 
impatience for his fummons, but neverthe- 
lefs felt in the general folicitude for a life fo 
dear : the dodtors were wearied with ques- 
tions ; yet, what anfwers could they return, 
confident with the fkill they profefled, but 

what 



*o8 ANN A. 

what they bad already given — " that much 
*' might be hoped from her yQuth and 
" conftitution, bpt more, infinitely more, 
u depended on the ftate of her mind." 

Anna heard their opinions without emo- 
tion, but her countenance exhibited too 
little concern in their prognoftics to pleafe 
her uncle. 

He conjured her not to break his heart 
by her unaccountable fadnefs : (he averred, 
all that lay with herfelf was willingly done 
to regain her loft health ; " but if," faid 

(he, it is the will of my Maker to call me 

from a life in which, excepting the love 
" of a few friends, I have never known 

pleafure, at fo early a period, who (hall 

arraign bis wifdom !" 

" Oh Anna !" anfweired Mr. Summers, 
c< do you efteem the love of a few friends 
<c a trifle ! Do not affeft an apathy for 
" which your fenfibility difqualifies you ! 
" Believe me, the love of real friends is 
" Heaven's beft gift ; it is a treafure far 
€€ more valuable than your eftate." 

"I efteem it fo,- retu rned (he, " my ever 

" kind 
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kind monitor; but, valuable as it is, call 
me not ungrateful : I had greedily fet my 
heart on mo,re ;, the difappointment, you 
fee, has hurt me. I cannot fly from my- 
felf, elfe would I be any living being who 
is innocent, rather than AnnTrevannion : 
but, unhappy as I confefs I am, you, I 
am fure, ^larm yourfelves without rea- 
fon. If this illnefs be final, it muft great- 
ly increafe; I have myfelf no forebod- 
ings 1 my fufferings are merely mental ; 
it may, perhaps, affedt my health, but 
not, I hope, fatally, — I have heard the 
South of France" — 
" Oh," cried the General, " it is the 
tc very place for you." 

•* And," continued Anna, taking her un- 
cle's hand, which (he preffed to her lips 
with the utmoft warmth, both of duty and 
affe&ion, " if that will not do, my dear and 
honoured uncle, we will go with you to 
Jamaica; and we will fteal my good ma- 
ternal friend from her worthy hufband, 
if we cannot prevail on him to acconW 
pany us. What would I not do, where 

" would 
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" would I not go, to add to the happinefs 
" of fuch friends ? — Let us inftantly take 
V an airing — Briftol is recommended; if 
" the place pleafes us, we will go there, 
" juft to beguile the time. — I cannot leave 
" England without Mr. Manfel ; — and if it 
" fliould not be poffible for my dear Mrs. 
<c Wellers to go ;— 

" Oh," interrupted the good woman, 
u don't mention that $ depend on it I will 
<c not leave you, till your health is re^efta- 
" blifhed, though I am half an invalid my- 
" fclf." — The carriage 'Was ordered. Mr. 
Mordan? and the General chofe to go on 
horfeback.— The environs of Briftol are, 
perhaps, the mod beautiful and pi&urefque 
in the world. As they rode over the 
downs, Mr, Manfel Ihewed them the Welch 
hills, in the way to Llandore. — Anna 
ftarted. — * 

That high one, which feems to lofe its 

top in the clouds/' faid the good man, 
" is very plainly difcernable from the af- 
" cent, at the back of Llandore caftle ;" — 
a darting tear accompanied recolle&ion. 

He 
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He continued,* " Often, my dear Anna, 
<c have I looked from thence toward it, 
with a fecret wiQi to know where you 
was, and a fervent hope you would 
once again repafs it y when the happiefl: 
among the happy, no wi(h ungratified* 
no prayer unanfwered, I carried down 
•' my departed faint, we went that road." 

" Oh, Sir," anfwered Anna, her face 
bathed in tears, while he ftrove to conceal 
his, u no more lead to the memory of that 
" blefied woman; no more retrace that 
t€ fpot, thofe fcenes! which are clofed on 
me for ever ; mifery and defpair are the 
only reliques of the peaceful ferenity of 
four happy years fpent at dear Llandore, 
" Mrs, Manfel's death anticipated misfor- 
" tunes meant to elucidate the wifdom of 
" Providence ; but there, alas! my prefent 
u forrow did not originate; too late were 
" the warnings of my ever lamented friend, 
" Your. village, your houfe, the white chim- 
c< nies of Uandore, are this moment in 
<f my fight : there you fit in your morning 
u gown, reading ; here i& my more than 

"mother, 
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*• mother, trying on a pair of fpe&acles, 
" laughing at her own figure in them : 
" between you ftands the happieft of or- 
*' phans, juft equipt to go with dear Mifs 
" Herbert to the caftle, detained only to 
€S receive a charge, delivered in the voice 
5' of kindnefs, not to be out late ; not to 
" venture through farmer Jones's field, 
" and not to overheat myfelf by walking* 
" Oh, that all my life had been pafled in 
" that humble ftyle 1" — Here a flood of 
tears, in which her reverend friend accom- 
panied her, gave fome eafe to her heart* 
burfting as it was with anguifh, and the 
mod tormenting recolle&ions. 

Mr. Mordant then joining them with his 
obfervations on the country, (he was fuffer- 
ed to indulge in filence reflexions which 
contributed not to the benefit (he hoped 
from the air and exercife. 

At Clifton, a remarkably pretty houfe, 
apparently new-fitted 1 up, in a romantic 
fpot, overlooking the wells, in full view of 
the river and St. Vincent's rock, engaged 
their notice, and Anna, much pleafed with 

the 
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the fituation, flopped to inquire what ac- 
commodation there was. 

The ladies were (hewn into a very neat 
drawing-room, while the gentlemen were 
admiring the profpe&s round ; on their 
proceeding to take a farther view of the 
houfe, a perfon pafled Anna haftily, who 
flie immediately recollected to be Mrs. 
Hughes, the friendly widow to whofe hu- 
manity (he had been fo much obliged when 
in the fmall-pox ; her firft emotions were 
thofe of joy at feeing a perfon to whom (he 
was fo much indebted, and having no idea 
the Woman could have any objeftion to a 
rencontfe, which flie predetermined (hould 
be to her advantage, (he followed her up 
Hairs into a fmall room, where to her afto- 
Jiiftiment, on a table lay the coat and train, 
of which flie had been robbed, and which 
Mrs. Hughes was haftily catching up. Sur- 
prife now took the place of pleafure— 
might (he believe her eyes — were it pof- 
fible — could Mrs. Hughes be the perfon 
whofe diflionefty caufed her fuch forrow ? 
The poo^woman, when (he faw Anna had 

fixed 
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fixed her eyes on the coat, dropped her's, 
in evident confufion : neither fpoke tiU 
joined by Mrs. Wellers. ^ 

Lady Ann's countenance, her aftoniflied 
look at the coat fo often defcribed, foon 
explained the matter. 

" What," cried Mrs- Wellers, " you 
" have then difcovered the thief." 

Another- perfon at this moment appear- 
ed, as little expc&ed, though perfedtly 
known; it was Bates; who, kneeling at the 
fefet of Lady Ann, confeffed the robbery, 
finding he could not conceal it without 
fuffering the odium to" lay on his fifter. 

The whole tranfa&ion refle&ed fo much 
on the unhappy Edwin, that Anna was re- 
joiced there were no other witneffes to a 
difcovery fo little to his credit ; and the 
native goodnefs of her heart exulted, to 
find, though fo nearly related, Mrs. 
Hughes was unacquainted with the depra- 
vity of Tier brother. 

Bates faved fome money in Mr. Edwin's 
fervice, which he increafed by marrying a 
woman of fmall dower, and had taken 

this 
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this houfe, which he meant to let in lodg- 
ings } Mrs. Hughes was at that time on a 
yiik to his wife, and they had been very 
bufy, looking over and arranging his 
things, when Anna's carriage flopped; 
. Mrs. Bates attended the ladies to the apart- 
ments j the firft glance Bates had of our 
heroine, knowing 4iow his wife and fiftcr 
were employed, in the utmoft hurry he 
fent the latter to put the fine coat and train 
they had been admiring, out of fight, with- 
out explaining his reafon. 

The lively gratitude of Anna prevented 
its being hid ; and her regard for Lady 
Edwin, and the honour of her family, for- 
bade her faying any thing more on the 
fubjeft, than privately itipulating for its 
being reftored to Mrs, Defmoulins, with 
which Bates was glad to come off. 

This tranfa&ion prevented her taking 
the houfe ; and after making Mrs. Hughes 
a prefent fuitable to her own ideas of the 
fervices (he had rendered her, they return- 
ed to Bath, amufed if not diverted : here 
they found a chaife at the door, and Wil- 

kinfon 
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kinfon- impatiently waiting, with the wel- 
come mandate, and letters for Lady Ann 
from her friends at Dennis Place. 

" Now, Anna," whifpered Mrs. Wellers, 
cc for your fortitude ; now let your fenfe of 
" propriety, the dignity of your rank, and 
€€ the pride of your fex fupport you/' 

" I know," anfwered (he, trembling and 
out of breath, €€ I (hall be better when it 
" is over :" fhe took the hand of Manfel 
as he paffed, kifled her's to Wiikinfon, and 
hurried to her apartment. 

Manfel having been in daily expe&ation 
of his fummons, was inftantly ready, and 
with ftrift charge from Mrs. Wellers to 
fcnd an expf efs the moment the ceremony 
was performed, he took a relu&ant leave. 
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CHAP. xcr. 



The Wedding. 
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HE hard trial was now at hand ; poor 
Anna, in this arduous moment, endea- 
voured to recoiled: all the leflbns (he had 
been taught for her own practice, and all 
(he had obferved in her friends : there was 
not, in her refearches, a fingle example, 
from whence (he could derive ftrength of 
mind. Philofophy would not, and reflec- 
tion could not, adminifter the confolation 
(he fo much wanted ; to fly from her own 
thoughts was the only means that offered of 
comfort ; in this expedient Mrs. Wellers 
, was her indefatijgable afliftant : (he hurried 
her from one amufement to another; (till 
pointing out to her the admiration (he ex- 
cited, and the homage paid to her merit, 
as well as charms. Ever prudent, judici- 
ous, and kind, (he neither a moment loft 
fight of what, at fuch a critical and painful 
Vol. IV. L ' period, 
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period, was due to friendfhip, nor ftudi- 
oufly avoided the fubjeft, whenever Anna 
mentioned the Edwins, or Herbert ; ne- 
verthelefs, the intervening fpace would 
have been (till more tedious* and unhappy, 
had it not been diverted by incidents that 
engrofled feme part of their atten tiou. 

Stevens called oa Lady Ann the third 
morning after Mr. Wilkinfon had left 
Bath, with a raoft terrible account of the 
ftate of Lord Sutton's mind and health ; 
he acknowledged himfelf to have long been 
a member of the Catholic qhqrch, though 
he had not revealed his religions prin- 
ciples, on account, for many years, of his 
commiflion, and lately he had not thought 
of any religion; but now the reproaches qf 
his confcienc.e wer>e to ftrong ; abfolutioa 
tnuft be had at any price; and nothing 
would fatisfy him but fending for a prieft, a 
countryman of his father's, now at" Bath, in 
the tram of a foreign acnbaffadpr. 

Stevens, if he had not honefty enough 
to be really qoacerned for the intereft of 
Wilkiftfon, had, at leaft, a competent (hare 

of 
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of regard for his own, which he conceived 
in a more promifing line in the hands of a 
man of honour, than in that of a bigoted 
prieft ; he therefore entreated Lady Ann to 
interfere; but a look from her venerable 
friend had more force in her gentle bofom 
than all he could fay ; even though the in- 
tereft of Patty was at ftake, (he begged to 
be excufed ; and that no inducement might 
be wanting to the abandoning the bad man 
to his deftiny, before Stevens left her, a 
poor woman fent a petition to be ad- 
mitted. 

At another time, perhaps, (he might 
have been referred to Clarke 5 but, at this, 
to divert the paffing moment, was all that 
Mrs. Wellers wifhed ; (he therefore begged 
Lady Ann to admit her. 

A tall, haggard, dirty woman now en- 
tered, of whofe perfon Anna had not the 
lead recolle<5tion; (he was beginning, in 
broken EngHfli, an apology ; when, feeing 
the Captain, her humble ftyle was in- 
ftantly changed into a volley of abufe on 
him and his noble patron, in the courfe of 

Lj 2 which 
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which our heroine underftood, to her infi- 
nite furprife, this perfon was no other than 

, Madam Frajan, and that the fubjeft of her 
anger was not being rewarded fuitable to 
her eftimation of the fervices (he had ren- 
dered Lord Sutton in her injurious conduft 
to Anna. In the courfc of her accufations, 
mixed with imprecations (hocking to the 
ears of the refpeftable inmates of Lady 
Ann Trevannion's houfe, who, all but 
Stevens, ftood aghaft, (he pourtrayed her 
own and the wickednefs of her affociate ; 
he, indeed, having been a&ive in one part 
of what (he called her ill ufage, and more 
ufed to fnch language, knew how to return 
her dialed. 

When, however, Mr. Mordant heard 
her accufe him of urging her to leave Mi(s 
Edwin's fervice, and receiving from her, 
in the name of his Lord, Mrs. Melmoth's' 
lace, to prevent her obtaining her own 

* pardon, by a free confeffion, he could hold 
no more, no more reftrain his rage ; the 
evident wretchednefs of her circumftances 
loft all claim to charity, the iniquities of 

her 
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her life demanded punifhment, and both 
thefe partners in vice were thruft out of the 
houfe with the contempt and abhorrence 
they defer ved. 

When they retired todrefs,Mrs.Wellers 
propofed to Anna going to the play, where 
the foul-harrowing Siddons was to perform 
Ifabella. With a faint fmile, (he declined 
going out any more * this was, perhaps, 
the very laft day (he might think on her 
Herbert without a crime ; the indiffoluble 
knot might be already tied ; (he would fpend 
it in once more living over in idea the hap- 
py, happy moments lhe had known with 
him ; (he would indulge, for the lad time, 
in a retrofped of his actions, both at I ban- 
dore and fincc ; (he would learn fortitude 
from his example ; (he would trace, with 
her pencil, the graces of his perfon, as they 
dwelt on her memory, and her eftimation 
of perfe&ion (hould ajways be guided by 
thofe of his mind. 

There was a folemnity in her manner 
during this declaration ; and, when (he 
calmly opened her port folio, it affefted 

L3 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Wellers j without alarming her, (he 
rang for her work-bag, and fent an apology 
to the gentlemen for not joining them the 
remainder of the day. 

The hours pafled in a folemn kind of un- 
defcribablefadnefs, and theclofeof the day 
had already arrived, without the dreaded, 
yet wifhed for, mefleager from Dennis 
Place. ^ 

Mr, Mordant and the General were 
gone to the play, and a ftillnefs pervaded 
in the haufe, wkh which the feelings of 
its lovely Miftrefe ill accorded ; with each 
revolving hour her fpirits flagged, and the 
remonftrancesof friendfhip were loft in the 
more piercing claims of fenfibilkty. She was 
in a filent flood of tears* when a loud rap 
at the door alarmed her. 

Sheftarted. — '• I will not fee any body.'* 

<c I have given dire&ions," anfwered 
Mrs. Wellers. — The door opened. 

With looks of tranfport, and unfpeak- 
able joy, in rufhed Mr. Herbert. 

The ladies fcreamed. 

He was in a moment at the feet of 

Anna* 
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Anna. HeHfeized her hand : it was in vain 
Ihe ftrugglcd to withdraw it, that (he com- 
manded him to rife — to retire. 

Never, never more would he give up 
the precious pledge. — She was his own — 
his invaluable, his deftined Anna. 

What did he mean ? — Again he was 
commanded to retire. 

No longer the defpairing, the hopelefs 
Herbert,-*-he dared to difobey, and to glo- 
ry in his difobedience. He would not quit 
his pofture till he read in the eyes of his 
beloved Anna the joy,, the ecftafy himfelf 
felt at his freedom ; had Ihe not confefled 
Ae loved her Herbert ? He was, again he- 
afiurbd her, free. She mull forgive his 
trknfpbrts ; the found was fo joyfuly he 
would have it refound through the world*, 

Charles Herbert was difen gaged from 

Cecilia Edwin. — He was in fight of all 

earthly blifs— rhe was at liberty to pour 
€€ forth the long, long reftrained love and 
*' adoration of his foul jr— he was at the 
u feet of Anna Trevantiion." 

"• There," faid be,- with the triumph of 

L.4^ truth 
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truth in his countenance, and ecftafy in 
his manner, " is the dear mandate of blifs" 
— giving into the hands of Mrs, Wellers 
an open letter, while his full heart {hone 
in his fine eyes, and he was unable to utter 
another fyllable — but though filent he 
wanted not animation : the honeft joy of 
his fond heart bathed the hand he held 
with drops of love and rapture — his agita- 
tions were too ftrong for articulation, and 
he indulged the tranfport of reading in the 
countenance of her he loved, a doubtful 
joy mixed with evident furprife. 

Herbert's pofitive declarations of freedom 
carried too much the femblance of truth to 
be doubted ; but how could it be — nothing* 
Anna thought, but the death of Cecilia* 
could have given him authority to addrefs 
her with fuch affured hope of fuccefs, and 
that idea (hocked her — he was bid to rife- 
he was difobedient — he would not ftir. 

" Have you read that divine letter, ma- 
" dam," faid he, addreffing himfelf to Mrs. 
Wellers, " from the kind Cecilia Edwin ?" 

" Ah! Charles," cried Anna, « what 

"have 
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c< have you done? Have you then humbled 
" me to the duft by revealing my folly to 
" her ? And do you think I will accept of 
" a difmiffion you have prevailed'on her to 
" give ? Were I fo groveling in my ideas, 
" fo mean in my principles, how would 
" you reconcile your condudt to Sir Wil- 
" liam and Lady Edwin, to yourfelf, to 
" me, and to the world ?" 

" Oh ! to be fare, my angel," anfwered 
Herbert, " Cecilia Edwin is the woman to 
" give up a point in confederation of an- 
"' other's happinefs, and your Charles the 
t€ man in the world to afford her a triumph 
" over his Anna. But Mrs. Wellers, though 
" by your delighted looks I perceive you 
" have read thofe celeftial lines, on each 
" fyllable of which 1 have hung with in- 
" expreffible tranfport, you do not con- 
" gratulate me ^ you have not communi- 
" cated them to my Anna. Will you be To 
" good as to read it out, or ftiall I ?" 

" Oh ! pray take is yourfelf/' anfwered 
the good woman, foiling through her 
tears, and folding her young friend to her 

L 5 heart* 
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heart, with an emotion (he could not refill* 
though her fcnfe of ftmale delicacy kept 
her filent. 

" Now, Madam," faid the intoxicated 
Charles, " let me read to you a letter I 
4S have gone through at leaft a thoufand 
*' times already ; there is not a (entencc in 
4< it I have not feparately bleffed over and 
« over." 

He was beginning — but the agitation of 
our heroine became too ftrong to fufFer 
him to proceed. Mrs. Wellers, alarmed 
at the changes in her countenance, begged 
him to retire, and leave the letters with 
her. He was unwilling to obey ;•— but on 
her referring him to the Jooks of Anna as 
a confirmation of her ill health, and on 
promife of re-admiffion, he left the room ; 
and then, no witnefs prefent, the amiable 
woman alternately foothed and congratu- 
lated her friend ; and the abfence of the 
lover, by leaving them without conftraint, 
foon gave Anna courage to read as fol- 
lows : * n 
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" To Charles Herbert, Efq. 

cc And did you really fuppofe, coufin, 
Cecilia Edwin meant to make ydu mafler 
of her perfon and fortune? One only mo- 
tive could have prevailed on her to have 
been guilty of fuch a prepofterous piece of 
folly — that of punifhingyourprefumption, 
and of being a perpetual plague to the 
whining love-fick Anna* But it would have 
been too much to dedicate my life to fuch 
a contemptible purpofe. When next I fee 
you, I (hall bearlthe name of him who has 
my heart ; and of this I fhould have in- 
formed you when you infulted me with a. 
petition to be rejected, had not your info- 
lence deferved the punishment of fufpence. 

C. Edwin." 

Mf," faid (he faintly, « this is true J 
cc Jf_» «c oh ! no ifs, for God's fake," 
anfwered Mrs* Wellers, " I muft perform 
" my promife, Mr. Herbert muft fup with 

L 6 " us." 
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" us." — Not forbid by the blufhing Anna, 
he was re-admitted. 

Can language of any kind do juftice ta 
the felicity of this happy evening, when two 
amiable young perfons found (without any 
reproachable effort of their own) the hitherto 
nnfurmountable bars which oppofed their 
union, totally removed ; nnreftrained by a 
fenfe of impropriety, unawed by fear, un- 
confcious of guilt, bleffed with affluence 
beyond their wilhes, when fate, which had 
fo long and invariably followed them with 
omens of their eternal feparation, now re- 
lenting, prefented to their view uninter-* 
rupted peace and endlefs happinefs : if 
there is a language adequate to the de~ 
fcription of the raptures of two fenfible 
minds fo fituated, I a!m unacquainted with 
it. Sacred be their love r as void of guilt 
were their forrows. 

They parted not till two o'clock, and 
then too happy to reft ; but how different 
may be the effefts from one caiife ; the' 
want^f fleep left no vifible traces on the 
countenance of our heroine ; (he was indeed 

in 
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in no hafte to leave her apartment, but 
Mrs. Wellers, whofe pleafure was without 
bounds, found her dreffed, fweet as the 
opening rofe, her muflin levet and linen 
only to be outdone in whitencfs by the fkin 
they covered. Joy danced in her eyes, 
and. her beautiful mouth now adorned with 
the fraile of tranquillity, half (hewed a 
double row of pearl, and exhibited to tlie 
mod enchanting advantage the innume- 
rable dimples which furrounded it. The 
vifible fatisfa&ion this lively difplay of in- 
ward peace gave Mrs. Wellers, added frefli 
grace to her fmiles ; and returning her 
filent falute with mutual exchanges of thofe 
looks true cordiality only can fend forth, 
they defcended to the breakfaft room. 

The General and Mr. Mordant had been 
fixing their rout to France, and ferioufly 
lamenting the occafion which obliged them 
to take it, when Mr. Herbert was an- 
nounced. 

" Herbert !" repeated Mr. Mordant in 
aflonifhment. 

" The fame, dear Sir," anfwered the 

ftill 
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ftitt overjoyed Charles ; " he comes to de~ 
" mand your congratulations/ 1 

" On your marriage to be fure," an- 
fwertd Mr. Mordant ; "but what can 
" have brought you fo foon to Bath ; is 
u Mrs, Herbert with you ? Is Wilkinfoa 
" come ?" 

* c Not fo faft, my dear Sir/' returned 
Herbert. " No, you are, if you pleafr, 
" to gratulate me on my not being married * 
.< and— " 

Here Mrs. Wellers, who had gone to 
fetch Anna, entered, followed by the divi- 
nity he adored ; — he flew to meet her. 

u Hey !'* faid the General, the whole 
matter then ftriking him, " So, fo, fo, you 
t( have found a phyfician, and we (hall 
" have no occafion to go to France*" ! 

• ' Nor will my dear niece, I fear, follow 
" me to Jamaica/' joined Mr. Mordant. 

Anna curtfey'd to both, and anfwered 
her lover's fond inquiries after hejf health 
with grace and eafe. 

When they were feated, (he told him he 
fliould have the honour of giving the water 

to 
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10 Mrs. Welters; and the fervant being 
difmifled, confcious of the re&itude of her 
fentiments, and as free from all affe&ation, 
as incapable of deceit ; — above the little 
"arts which women, v$ho feel a void of real 
modefty,by overftraining the appearance of 
that beautiful quality, have recourfe to, in 
vain hope of concealing their uriamiable 
deficiency, her underftanding put fheep- 
iflinefs out of her character, and her native 
dignity fecured her from the cenfure of 
boldnefs, poffeffing the happy medium in 
every inftance but one ; it was confiftent 
with her ideas of grateful propriety, to 
make a frank acknowledgment to her 
friends of thofe fentiments (he had not 
concealed from her lover. 

After a little hesitation, in which fenfibi- 
lity was far more vifible than fhame, (he 
owned her predile<5Hon for Mr. Herbert 
from the firft of her acquaintance ; the pro- 
grefs it. had made in her affeftion had been, 
(he faid, as irrefiftible as rapid ; (he men- 
tioned him to Mr. Mordant as the caufe of 
her decling the addreffes of his amiable 

fort; 
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fon ; nor could fhe feftrain her tears in re- 
peating her fufferings at fuppofing him 
dead, from the accidental information of 
the magazine ; her diftrefs, when the fame 
moment that difcovered his exiftence gave 
her fuch undoubted proofs of his engage- 
ment to Mifs Edwin, it was unneceffary to 
repeat ; but (he concluded with affuring 
them, if it yet fliould appear to her uncle 
and Mr. Summers, that her fentiments in 
Mr. Herbert's favour were the effeft of ca- 
price or want of judgment in her, inftead 
of defert in him, (he ftiould not indeed 
promife to ceafe loving him, but would 
never marry without, not only their con- 
fent, but approbation ; and then leaving 
him to the explanation and vindication of 
his own aftions, (he retired, declining the 
attendance of Mrs. Wellers. " You, my 
dear Madam," faid (he, " muft ftay — you 
" (hall judge for me, I am too partial to 
" decide for myfelf." 

Herbert, all fenfe and elegance, liberal 
in his ideas, and juft in his adlions, a fcholar 
and a gentleman, his principles urivitiated, 

his 
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his morals uncorrupted, not warmer in his 
fenfe of honour than in his love of truth, 
needed not an advocate with his judges ; 
they faw Anna's partiality, they approved 
the objedt which infpired it, and only won- 
dered any one who knew both, could think 
of feparating two people who feemed born 
for each other. 



CHAP. XCII. 



A Trip to the North. 



M 



R f Herbert had now to account to 
them, as he had before done to Anna, for 
his fudden enfranchifement. 

He told them, that the whole journey 
down, Mifs Edwin's behaviour was fullen, 
haughty, and referved to all the party ; 
that her Aipercilious behaviour knew no 
diftin&ion of perfons, but was extended to 

her 
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her father and mother, with as little cere^ 
mony as to Patty and himfelf ; infomuch 
that Lady Edwin, it was eafy to perceive, 
with great difficulty forebore her refent- 
menr. On their arrival at Dennis. Place, 
(lie affe&ed retirement, but. made no ob- 
je&ion to the day propofed foe their nup- 
tials ; that as to himfelf, fpite of his inter- 
nal wretchednefs, he endeavoured to per- 
fevere in the kind of behaviour he had al- 
ways adopted, which was polite and friend- 
ly ; he had pretended to no more. To the 
great diverfion of Sir William, and the fur* 
prize of every body elfe, their aunt Wini- 
fred, formerly her ridicule, was her fa- 
vourite friend and chief companion, and 
the only perfon about the houfe with 
whom (he chofe to converfc. 

On the evening preceding their nuptials, 
which was the. day Mr. Manfel and Wil- 
kinfon were expefted, the old chapel being 
cleared and ornamented for the purpoffo^ 
the neighbourhood invited,, and prtpara^- 
tions made to entertain the whole country* 

Cecilia* 



ANNA. 235 

Cecilia, without waiting to fee them, re- 
tired to her apartment. 

Lady Edwin was furprifed and hurt at 
fuch a whim, as Patty (though going to be 
united to the objedt of her choice) having 
been brought down for the exprefs purpofe 
of accompanying her coufin, would cer- 
tainly, at fuch. a delicate period, with for a 
companion of her own age and fex ; but 
remonftrances were vain, (he continued ot> 
iiinate, and carried her point. 

" Manfe) and Wilkinfon arrived in the 
%t evening. A prey to my own dreadful 
u refle&ions, I had npt," continued he, " a 
" thought of reft ; but I attended my dear 
** mother early to her chamber, when, for 
<c the firft time, (he hinted her fears, I was 
" not happy in my> or rather ber, choice. 

* 4 I made no anfwer to this but too true 
u furmife ; little did the beft and tendereft 
u of mothers imagine wba reigned without 
t€ a rival in my foul : had (he but fufpe&ed 
" I loved, her fenfe of honour and of jut 
u tice would have rendered her miferable ; 
" but as no remedy offered to prevent this 

" dreadful 
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" dreadful facrifice but what would involve 
" her in my ruin, and wound the hearts of 
* c Sir William and Lady Edwin, I fuffered 
" her to continue in ignorance of my feel- 
" ings. — Dear woman, on her knees (he 
" prayed for bleffings on her children. 

€€ She was fure I might mould niy coufin, 
€€ who had always loved me, into what 
" form I pleafed j and the gratitude and 
" good-nature her partiality gave me credit 
<• for, would infure our happinefs ; 1 left 
" her, extremely affefted by her maternal 
u goodnefs, my foul rent with the idea of 
" the approaching ceremony, which I felt 
" would render the whole creation an uni- 
" verfal blank to me. In cr offing the gal - 
<c lery, I was furprized with the glimpfe of 
u Cecilia haiftily defcending the flairs; but 
u as every hour was marked with frefh whim 
u and caprice, when I was fure it was her, 
u it gave me no farther thought. 

<c What my reflections were during that 
" painful night I will not (fince, thank 
" God ! it is paft) repeat : I can only at- 
" tempt to expiate my offence %& Heaven 

<* by 
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" by confeffing, fuch were my forrows, I 
" found it impoffible to reft, and therefore 
" went not to bed. Every revolving mo- 
" ment, while recolleftion brought to my 
u memory all the pad, at the fame inftant 
" reminding me how foon, how very foon, 
€€ by a voluntary aft of my own, I muft for 
" ever relinquifh all claim on the woman 
" I adored, and plight my faith to one I 
" defpiled, my diftrefs became fo poignant, 
€€ I own it with Ihame, I am not fure but 
" my mother's heart would have been 
" wounded by a fecond fuicide in her fa- 
" mily, bad not the fatal engagement been 
"■fo happily broken off. The diftraftioii 
" of my ideas was increafed by the buflle 
" and hurry which, by break of day, filled 
€C the houfe ; and before fix, by the fight 
" of my meek fifter hanging on the arm of 
" her beloved Wilkinfon, whofc looks, bent 
" in cordial love, even at thatdiftance, 
<c conveyed to me a pifture of the rapture 
" of his mind : 1 was turning from them, 
" my imagination fickening at the contrail 
" in my own fituation, whena frefli com- 

" motion 
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" motion in the houfe, and Patty's hafty 
* { futnmons from the garden, excited for a 
" moment my curiofity, which, however, . 
* c quickly vanished : too miferable to fear 
€C its aggravation, I was again loft in de- 
* c fpair ; I had nothing, 1 thought, to fear, 
** and lefs to hope, from whatever might 
*' be going forward : happy miftake ! .My 
€C mother and Lady Edwin entered my 
" room ; the former with looks of com- 
« paffion, the latter deprived, by anger and 
€€ diftrefs, of the power of utterance, pale, 
i€ and (baking at every nerve, 

*' My dear fon," faid my mother, ic you 
f* mnft arm yourfelf with patience," 

€£ Ah ! what has happened !" cried I, 
concluding (my mind ever on one fubjeft) 
fome dreadful news from Bath. 

" Lady Edwin, then, in an agony, found 
• c fpecch : Cecilia, faid fhe, that difgrace 
«* to my blood, that dilhonour to my race, 
** has eloped : all my care for her is loft, 
" all my folicitude vain — my anxious 
€t hours, my fleeplefs nights, my ardent 
** prayers, of no eflfeft — unhappy woman 

"that 
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that T am-— the diftrefe of iriy poor bro- 
4C ther is vifited on my devoted head— • 
«> childlefs and wretched, for never will I 
44 own or receive that ill-principled girl — 
4t I have no hope or comfort in my own 
4i pofterky. 

44 My refpeft for Lady Edwin, my ve- 
44 aeration of her forrows, nor compaffion 
" for my uncle, who ran about wringing his 
#c hands, and vainly calling on his beloved 
44 ungrateful daughter, had power to con- 
44 fine my joy, which a&ually had nearly 
** fuffocated me, when Wilkinfon and 
44 Manfel came to us, the former prefled 
** my hand with a fervency that could have 
44 but one meaning — it brought the blood 
" into my cheeks — Manfel, good venera- 
*' ble man^-never fhall I forget his looks, 
v they were rhetoric itfelf — The next in- 
* c quiry was for aunt Win. ; (he was not to 
*' be found. Prefently Mifs Edwin's maid, 
41 a prudent woman, placed about her by 
** her mother, brought in tw9 letters, left 
44 on Cecilia's writing ftand; mine you 
*< have feen ; what Lady Edwin's was I 

46 am 
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" am yet to learn — News was that inftaiit 
" brought that two perfons had been feen 
u in the Aeighbourhood, plainly dreffed, 
<c but well mounted ; that aunt Win. had 
" met them feveral times ; ar*d a farmer, 

whofe flay at the next village had been 

protra&ed by his falling afleep in a ftate 
" of intoxication, faw, as he pafled the 
" avenue to Dennis Place, a.chaife and 
" four drive out very furioufly, and faid he 
" was fure Madam Winifred was in it, as 
" he heard her fcold the driver for not 
" flopping to pick up her bonnet, which 
" by fome accident had fallen out of the 
" chaife window, and which he took up y 
" he faid they were followed by two or 
" three men on horfcback. 

" I heard no more — I flew to the (table 
c _ c — my horfe was fit to anfwer the impa- 
€C tience of his rider — when I could no 
" longer outftrip the wind, I threw myfelf 
*' into a po ft- chaife, and without flopping, 
" was in fifteen hours at the feet of my 
" lovely Anna." 

On this little hiftory Mr. Herbert re- 
ceived 
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ceiveel the congratulation* of all prefent — 
happinefs now refumed her proper feat, the 
habitation of virtue was no longer clouded 
with grief; and thofe heans where philan- 
thropy and benevolence ever dwelt* be- 
came the feat of peace. 

That peace was not interrupted, though 
their attention was engaged in the evening 
by an account from Sutton Houfe, of the 
death (as he was taking his tea) of its 
owner. This event, though expe&ed by 
the faculty, was too fudden not to (hock 
Lady Ann Trevannion. 

Mr. Mordant, with Mr. Herbert, oft be- 
half of Mr. Wilkinfon, inftantly repaired 
there to put their refpe&ive feals on the^ 
effe&s, and fent off an exprefs to Dennis* 
Place. • 

The confafion and diftrefs at Denriis 
Place, did not take from Wilkinfon the • 
defire of infuring his own happinefs ; Sir- 
William wifhed to purfue the fugitives, 
but Mr, Wilkinfon would not accompany 
him till he, was a&ually married, left one 
delay might pc productive of ethers j they 
. Vol. IV. M were 
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were therefore united. The poor, Lady 
Edwin faid, fhould not fuffer for the folly 
and difobedience of Cecilia ; the intended 
gifts were difpenfed; and the common 
people regaled, though apologies were dif- 
patched to the gentry who had been in- 
vited. 

From the chapel door, Sir William and 
Mr. 'Wilkinfon fet out on their purfuit, 
which they delayed with the more patience 
on the fide of the Baronet, as he had no 
doubt but Herbert was fet off on the fame 
errand ; they eafily traced: rhe chaife to* 
Gloucester, where, not more ro their fur- 
prifce than her mortification, they encoun- 
tered one of the runaways, juft as (he was 
getting into a poft-chatfe. 

Mifs Winifred Edwin was in the greateft 
diftrefe, and at fight of Sir William her 
grief became vociferous; Are railed a- 
gainft tht deceit and ingratitude of the 
world to that brother, towards whom {he 
bad been lb lately guilty of both; they 
gathered from her exclamations, that the 
journey to the north was too far advanced 

for 
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for their utmoft efforts to impede or over- 
take: indeed this venerable maiden had 
been very cruelly treated by her niece; 
for, taking advantage of her loving difpo- 
fition, Captain Dunbar was' accompanied 
in his perambulations about Dennis Place* 
by a very handfome friend, who was ex± 
ceedingly fmitten with aunt Winny, and 
prevailed on her to content to the Captain'* 
carrying off Cecilia, merely by way of com- 
panion to her&lf, as he ptotefted he could 
not exift without being united to her, and 
pfcttftifed to* meet them at Gloucefter; h* 
was true to his appointment as to time and 
place, but was unluckily accompanied by 
a lady, who made up the party quarri, 
without Mifs Wifi* and totally deftrbyed 
the faftguine hopes that poor body had em 
tertaifted of entering the holy ftate of ma- 
trimony. This unwelcome intruder was 
Mrs. Edwin; the two ladies were over r 
jciyed at meeting in fuch happy circum- 
ftances, and the difappointed maiden had 
the mortification of feeing herfelf deprived 
of her lover, ridiculed by her thoughtlefs 

M 2 niece. 
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niece, laughed at by the company, and left 
alone in a ft range place, the gentlemen not 
chufing to lofe a moment in carrying off 
thei N r golden prizes. 

Poor Winifred, afraid to face her juftly- 
enraged fitter- in law, had been in the 
greateft dilemma where to beftow her fweet 
perfon ; Mrs. Jane Manfel was recolledted 
as her only afylum, and (he was on the 
point of feiting out for Llandore, when 
an end was put to that fcheme by the 
arrival of her brother, who, much again ft 
her inclination, obliged her tp return to 
Dennis Place, to render an account of the 
whole intrigue- 
Sir William, .finding they had fo many 
hours ftart of him, and that the perfon his 
daughter had fixed on was really a gentle- 
man, wifely refolved to follow her no far- 
ther, but leave her to the fate (he chofe in 
preference to his advice, not doubting but 
as (he was wholly dependent on him, he 
should very foon hear of, or from, her, and 
returned with Mifs Winifred. 
( In the mean while Mrs. Herbert was in 

a thoufand 
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a thoufand apprehenfions for her fon, which 
incrcafed very much at the return of Sir 
William and Mr.Wilkinfon, as (he, having 
no doubt but he was in purfuit of Cecilia, 
expe&ed they would return together. Mr. 
Manfel, in compaffion to her maternal 
diftrefs, which (he could not conceal, gave 
it as his opinion, that her fon was gone a 
very different road, and that he would 
venture to promife her news of him as 
foon as he reached Bath, 

Mr. Mordant's exprefs arrived in half an 
hour after Mr. Wilkinfon's return, who, 
leaving his bride to the care of their reve- 
rend friend to follow in their own chaife, 
fat out by the quickeft conveyance. 



o 



CHAP. XC1IL 
A Difappointment. 



N Mr. Wilkinfon f s arrival in Bath, he 
was pleafed, but not furprized, to meet 
Herbert, who accompanied him to Sutton 

M 3 Houfe; 
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Houfc ; tbey were there much ftruck to 
find the feals of two foreign Noblemen af- 
fixed to the drawers and cabinets in addi* 
tion to their own ; 4nd Stevens, who Was 
yet there, informed them, an old Prieft, 
who was high in Lord Sutton's confidence* 
had fet out for the Continent the inftant 
Jhe died. k . 

The two Noblemen, who were at Batb f 
attended, on being fent for * they were men 
pf high rank, and unimpeached honour ; 
and every fufpicion of foul play was obvi- 
ated by their refpe&able chara&crs. On 
opening the deceafcd's private cabinet, the 
firft thing they found was a will, legally 
figned and attefted, giving the whole of 
his fortune, without a (ingle legacy, to the 
two Foreigners, for ufes which he had ex- 
plained to them, and forbidding the calling 
to any account the Prieft his confefibr, as 
the fum he might have in his pofieffion was 
a voluntary gift. 

The furprize, and indeed the difappoint- 
ment of young Wilkinfon and his friends, 
at this ftroke,, is not to be esprefled ; the 

two. 
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two Counts faid, the bequeft to them Was 
fo facred, and witnefled by the Prieft, it 
was impoffible for them either te explain it 
or give up an article of the affets. 

Stevens, who had hoped for an annuity, 
now petitioned for his expences to town* 
and was bid not only to expeft that, but 
to make a charge of his attendance, both 
which they would pay ; and Mr. Wilkin-* 
foij having propofed to take care of Vii- 
lars, he and his friend returned ia difmay 
and aftonifliment to Lady Ann's. 

They were not received with lefs cordis 
ality for this blow; the General, who had 
hitherto avoided young Wilkinfon, em- 
braced and comforted him, by the af- 
furance, that the money fo vilely obtained 
would never have been well enjoyed ; and 
after the firft (hock, the difappointment 
was forgotten in the refle&ion, that what- 
ever happened, his Patty was taken care 
of; and, faid Anna, my dear girls have 
their 5000 L. fafe. 

" Believe me,~ anfwered Mr, Summers, 
" it is all for the beft; would you have 

Ma " bad 
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w had that wretch finifh his corrupt career 
with an a<5t of juftice? I confefs-my ha- 
tred of him is gratified in this laid piece 
" of deceit; I have no doubt, but the art- 
u fol Prieft, having received his confef- 
t( fion, made the whole of his fortune the 
4< price of abfolution, and cunningly fuf- 
peding the interference of the legisla- 
ture, on taking fuch immenfe property 
out of the kingdom, prevailed on him 
to make thofe noblemen his heirs, under 
«• reftri&ions they will not dare to break 
u in a Catholic country/ 1 

WilkinfoA put dn mourning, but de* 
clined attending the funeral; and Mrs. 
Wiikinfon was received by her fond huf* 
band at Lady Ann's, inftead of SuttOD 
Houfe. 

On entering the drawing-room, how was 
the bride amazed to fee her loft brother, 
one arm round the waift of Anna, the other 
holding a Milton, out of which he was 
repeating that beautiful pafiage, 

" With thee converting, I forgot all time, 
« All feafoms and their change, &c, See" 

" My 
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My Anna — my dear, dear Charles, is 
this poffible! oh, Lady Ann," faid the 
mild Patty, falling at her feet, w^th an in- 
voluntary potion, " Is this true ? and 
will — yes, I know you wifl — for who 
but you can reward a fan* a brother, 
whole duty, and whofe fraternal love 
could prevail on him tatake mifery to 
" his bofom ?" 

Mr. Manfel entered as the lovely fitters 
were embracing ; the good man could not 
(peak ; he bleffed, he could only blefs his. 
Anna. 

As foon as a tranquil certainty of her 
brother's and her friend's happinefs would, 
permit her, Mrs. Wilkinfon informed them 
fhe had left her mother to comfort Lady, 
Edwin, who mourned, with a broken fpirit, 
the depravity of her children ; but ftiU, 
as fhe avowed indulging a pleafing hopft 
that the honour of her houfe would yet be 
preferved by its lineal reprefentative, and 
afcribing the difappointment of her wilhes 
in her own offspring to the cruelty (hewn 
her brother \ Sir William had already re T 

M 5 fumed 
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ftfttied th e hofpkable plan of living he de- 
lighted in » and Mrs. Wilkinfon, in the 
tendemefs v>f hef huiband, fooxi fbfgot her 
relti&ance &f parting with heT friends at 
Dentiis Place;' as to Lord Sutton's fortune, 
(he gave it not a fecond thought. 

Mr. Manfel having delivered a packet 
With' whiclv he was charged, from Lady 
Edwin to Anna, flie retired to read it,, 
feaving the brother and lifter to their mu^ 
taal explanation, it contained as follows t 

" My Dearest Niece, 

"THE dHgraedfu! event ifc tnj fa* 
" mily, of Which yotit friehds will inform, 
*' you; would; I am fure* have drawn to 
** me my only retraining coifcfort* without 
"- my a&ing it ; but 1 hive many things to 
" % land tb explain, too mortifying fbfe 
** perfonal communication, though into 
" the bofom of cahdour itfeff. 

" Will, therefore, my dear niece forgive 
f€ her unhappy aunt, for troubling' her 
* with a repetition of family grievances. 
u : and disgrace, for having the foftd Vanky 

" of 
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cc of believing her advice and requeft will 
" be more regarded by the daughter of her. 
" brother, than by her whofe maturity has 
" never afforded her mother one plea- 
" furable idea ? 
" The name which you, my dear Anna, 
bear, in a long line of illuftrious ances- 
tors, has never been dishonoured by the 
flighted tarnifli, that only one received 
by my brother Hugh's uniting himfelf 
with a plebeian being entirely done away 
by the native dignity of his daughter ; 
in you the virtue, as well as honour, of 
" our houfe is united ; that is indeed the 
" confolation of my foul under the afflio- 
€S tion it has pieafed God to fend cpe. 

u At the difcovery of my fon's attack- 
f * ment to you, which was at the inftant of 
u that villainous Lord's contrivance to 
f* charge you with vices fo indignant to 
your noble blood, my own coavi&ipa 
told me how little the hope was of driv* 
ing your idea from bis heart by fuch a 
" fubftitute as Mifs Turbville. 

" But, anxious to unite our children to, 

M 6 " thofe 
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* f thofe whofe birth and family would not 
*< difgrace our own, our words were en* 

* gaged for out fon, before Mr. Turbvilie 
a died' — from that there was no receding, 
€t even if the difcovery of your birth had 
** preceded his marriage. So you fee that 
rc the tfeps human wifdom pointed out, as 
Ci the only means of preferring the dignity 
" bf our family, was productive of its de- 
<f bafement. Had our fon been left to his 
" own choice, he would have made the 
" right eleftion; guided by us, he met 
** definition. 

**Our daughter, undone, by our indul- 
** gence, became the Have of diflipation, 
the child of folly ; unreftrained- by her 
parents, how could (he be.expe&ed to 
** reftrain herfelf ? Our miftaken genero- 

* fity, operating with a weak head and" 
** bad heart, foon robbed her of the chief 
w ornament of her fex ; her perfon, from 

* its conftant exhibition, became con* 
♦* tempcible, and her chara&$r #ufpe£ted ; 
M inftead of the propofals her rank and 
f* fortune entitled her to, we had the -mor- 
tification. 



•cc 



ANNA. *53 

** tification to hear her conquefts were 
" among the neceflitous and unworthy ; 
<c our fon, cut off in the thoughtlefs career 
" x)f extravagant youth, his talents^ which, 
*< under the guide of difcretion, might 
*' have been of ufe and ornament to his 
" country, as well as honour to his family, 
4C for ever loft to both, we became the mote 
" ferious in our concern for Cecilia, 

" We flattered ourfelves (he had always 
*' been attached to her coufin Charles; 
*' but we were (6 unhappy as to difcover, 
" at a very, if not too late period, an im- 
" prudent connexion, which, however, (as 
" in that moment (he met our wifhes in 

avowing an unabated love for Herbert) 

we were eager to hope might be merely 
€€ the effeft of levity; I therefore pro- 
cc pofed to Mrs. Herbert the immediate 
" match we had always in view, between 
" her fon and my daughter. 

<c 1 faw, I confefs to you, Lady Ann, 
c< the young man accorded to t>ur mea- 
<c fures with HO>impreffion in Mifs Edwin's 
" favour, except honour, and gratitude ^ 

" but 
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" but thofe were principles on which I 
" built ftronger for indulgence r and in 
*' confequence a permanent reformation 
" in Cecilia, than on mere paffion. I 
€S knew our love and liberality would be 
w united to his fortune, for our general 

happinefs - 3 and on thofe grounds, I had 

the cruelty to perfift in what I had too 
" many reafons to know the heart of the 
" amiable youth recoiled at, becaufeno 
" other plan occurred that gave the moft 
" diftant hope of preferving what was Jeft 
" of the honour of my pofterity. 

<c Thij felfifti conduQ: met its reward m % 
t€ a total difappointment, by the elope* 
" ment of my daughter, 

" I inclofe you her letter — read it here* 
" Lady Ann, by way of fupport to the 
" requeft I am going to make* which is* 
" that compaffion for my feelings may be 
" added to the fenfe of what 'you owe the 
" family you folely reprefent, fo as to pre- 
€€ vail, on you to take die only ftep, that 
" will enable me again to meet the eyes of 
l € my countrymen. 

*< You 
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u You muft bring to Trevannion Houfe 
u a chief wptthy of fuch vaffals. 

You are rich enough in your owiv 
right, to chufe evfen among the indigent, 
a perfon you can love ; neverthelefs, as 
* c the affe&ions of one fo unfortunately 
fituated, though for Lady Ann Trevan- 
u nion, will appear in a more queftionable 
c * light, than that of a man, who poffeffes 
** in his own fortune, a right to chufe, — 
" the lead to be fufpe&ed is the laft. 

" But I pretend not to di&ate ; all I afk 
** of you is to marry with condition, that 
" the happy objeft of your choice (hall 
CT change his name to that of Trevannion ; 
at the fame time taking care, that the 
one he gives up, is equally refpe&able — 
on this, my dear niece, depend all my 
prefent hopes y tell m6 you will oblige, 
and render happy,' 

" Your diftfefied aunt, 

" C. Edwin." 
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* 

To Lady Edwin, 
(Inclofed in the foregoing.) 

u Madam, x 

" AS this is the Iaft imprudence Cecilia. 
" Edwin can be guilty of, I entreat piy 
", papa's and your pardon for it. I leave 
my family at a critical time to them, as 
well as myfelfj the truth is, our blood 
c< has from generation to generation, by 
flowing in the fame regular channel, at 
laft wearied itfelf by its own famenefs,, 
<c and Mr. Dunbar aflures me* his is no 
" lefe refpeftable ; (q that a little change 
" will be an advantage to both ; I hope*, 
" therefore, on reflection, you will forgive 
<c the aft on account of the motive* 

" Your dutiful daughter, 

" C. Edwin." 

Anna read the packet with different 
emotions. Lady Edwin had but one fault, 
if hcF bigoted regard to the honour of her 

- family 
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family could be fo called. She was a 
woman, whofc praftice of every nob'e 
principle fanftified her pride of blood - 9 
and the calamities of her domeftic circle 
were the more humiliating, as confeious of 
no one deviation from the virtue of her 
anceftors herfelf, in thought, or aft, (he 
was the farther from apprehending it in 
her children, till conviclion accompanied 
the certainty of interference being now 
too late; the blood of Trevannion, the 
thought, would fecure them equally from 
vice and meannefs j the maxims and grcat- 
hef9 of foul (he had derived from her fa- 
ther, had been carefully delivered to her 
children ; forgetting it was in the family 
manfion, and its environs only, they hacf 
been preferved unfullied, and that the 
great world was too crouded with artificial 
virtues, to give place to real ones; not 
aware that example from the multitude 
was far more prevalent on the minds of' 
profperous youth,, than the dry precepts 
of individuals, her grief was too refped- 
able, her difappointaaent too keen, to be 
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difregarded by her niece. The requeft 
of Lady Edwin pictured the amiable 
Charles $ Sir William's eftate was entailed 
on him in default of male iflue ; his family 
was as ancient and refpedable as that of 
Trevannion, of which indeed it was a 
branch ; his name, dishonoured by his fa- 
ther's unhappy end, would be of lefs con- 
fequence in its change, as that of Tre- 
vannion had been the one from which his ' 
family fprihg. 

Thus, then, the man of her choice was 
him mod fuitabie to her fituation; buc 
whether, after being fo circumftanced with 
Cecilia, Lady Edwin might approve their 
union, was doubtful. 



CHAP. XCIV. 

Condition, 



juLT Lady Ana's return to the company, 
her looks were examined by her fond Her- 
bert $ he read in them an anxiety be was 

impatient 
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impatient to remove ; and, at bis earned 
r-equeft, fhe gave her aunt's letter into the 

1 

hands of Mr, Mordant— the contents were 
highly pleafing so that gentleman. Hav- 
ing obtained her permiffion, he fet off 
next morning for Dennis Place, accom- 
panied by Mr. Herbert. Soon did that 
happy lover return to efcort his beloved 
3nd her friends to Lady Edwin * and the 
real heirefs of Trevannion was met by the 
tenants and vaflals of her eftate, and fol- 
lowed through two counties by the accla- 
mations and unfeigfted jby of the honeft* 
uncqnquered, though uncultivated, Cam- 
brians, 

Sir William and Lady Edwin, equally 
gratified, and mutually happy in the union 
of their, amiable nephew and niece, refign- 
ed themfelvcs to the will of heaven in the 
difpofal of their children, and felt nothing 
but joy in the more fortunate lot of their 
next dear relatives. 

Mrs. Herbert— -but why need I fpeakof 
her, when I have yet to fay, her fon was 
the happieft of men, and her daughter the 

moft 



- L 



160 ANNA, 

moft contented of women j could the re- 
maindcr of her life then be otherwife than 
one fcene of devout tranfport &nd grateful 
joy ? In her affii&ions, ihe was refpe&ed ; 
and in her profperity, defervedly beloved. 

As foon as the writings were ready, and 
the forms gone through on account of the 
change of name, to which was annexed the 
family honours, the voluntary favour, it 
was faid, of a Prince, whofe great misfor- 
tune it is, that his own judgment is too 
feldom a recommendation to the dignity h# 
beftows, the Earl and Countefc of Tre- 
vannion were publicly united in the family 
chapel. 

The noble heirefs foon became the idol 
of her country $ and Lady Edwin exulted 
in the revival of her family dignity. 

Mifs Edwin, now Mrs. Dunbar, in a 
very (hort time, became a petitioner, and 
obtained a pardon, which ever preceded 
afking in the heart of her fond father ;• and 
Captain Dunbar being fecond fon to. an 
Irifl) peer, Lady Edwin, cbndefcended to 
receive him, and confentcd to the elbu 

bli foment 
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blilhment of her daughter on the mod li- 
beral and generous plan. The ladies were 
both returned with their hufbands to Port- 
man-fquare, from whence Mrs. Dunbar re- 
moved, as foon as Sir William's remittance 
enabled ber. To this ftep indeed flie was 
rather precipitated by the hurry Mr. Mel- 
li(h was in to vilit his lady's feat in Shrop- 
shire ; whither he had not the good nature 
towards his wife, or the politenefs to her 
friend, to invite her. 

Captain Dunbar was wild and diflipatcd ; 
he foon run out the firft fum advanced by 
his father-in-law ; and another was afked, 
and granted, but his demands increafing 
with the generofity of the nobie-fpirited 
baronet, he at laft thought proper to re- 
ftrain a bounty, that muft in the end in- 
jure, inftead of ferving his daughter, more 
efpecially as her pregnancy was announced. 

Sir William Edwin was all good-nature 
and liberality, till he fufpe&ed an impofi- 
tion; but when once he fawa mean advan- 
tage was taken of his open temper, he 
inftantly turned to the other extreme, and 

' was 
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was as obftinately impenetrable to fuch ap- 
plications, as he had before been generous 
and complying. 

Captain Dunbar, young, thoughtlefs, and 
-extravagant, was foon weary of a contract- 
ed income and an expenfive wife; and 
finding himfelf too idle to reform, or lefferi 
his expences, he privately changed for ad- 
vanced rank in the Weft-Indies, and left 
his lady to take her own methods with het 
relations. 

The young and lovely Gountefs of Tre- 
vannion* no kfs refpe&ed than admired in 
the great world, and beloved arid adored 
in het own county and connexions; and 
her hufband Aot more dignified by his rank 
and abilities, than efteemed for the re£ti<- 
tudeof his principles and the benignity of 
hii difpofitibn; Were objefts too galling 
for Mrs. Dunbar to meet in her prefer* 
circumftances— -while, therefore, fhe wait- 
ed the determination of her parents, re- 
filling the oflfered afylum at Dennis Places 
(he chofe to a& one with Mrs. Mellilh ill 
Shropftiire ; but that partner in her impru- 
dence 
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dence had not power to give the welcome 
{he expe&ed. 

Captain Mellifh, when he took his lady 
into the country, had no intentions to re- 
turn, and much lefs to fuffer her to keep 
up any of her connexions ; the fituation 
of his lady was no lefs unpleafingly alter- 
ed, though in a different manner, than that 
of her friend ; for Captain Mellifh was, 
in the other extreme, as penurious as 
Dunbar was extravagant; and as Mrs* 
Mellifh did not breed, all his attention was 
towards faring out of her income what, in 
cafe of her death, would confole him for 
her eftate, which, if fhe died childlefs, was 
fettled on the next heir, then abroad : here 
then was no place for Mrs. Dunbar ; who 
returned to London in high dudgeon with 
hfcr friend Mellifh. 

Mrs. Mellifh, on her part, thus cut off* 
from all that fhe had been ufed to efteem 
valuable in life, ftinted in every article of 
expence, even to common neceflaries, fhut 
out from the pleafures of amufement, and 
debarred of the joys of fociety, took to the 

only 
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only method that could punifih the con- 
tracted vice of her hufband, by depriving 
him of her income ; (he gave herfelf up to 
drinking cordials and ftrong waters when 
(lie could procure them, and when (lie 
could not, drams and liquors of a more 
vulgar kind were fubftituted in their Head. 
Her health foon became affe&ed by thia 
fatal refource. Mellifh, deftitute of feel- 
ing and good-nature, was equally callous 
to reproach, and regardlefs of her com- 
plaints, till ferioufly alarmed at the danger 
in which (he foon was, the avarice whick 
had deftroyed, fought to preferve her ex- 
iftence. How could he bear to part with 
a wife, whofe death would deprive him of 
fuch a fortune ? With anxious wilhes for 
her recovery, her emaciated body was 
vainly moved from place to place, at the 
direction of the doftors, who were pro- 
mifed mountains if (he recovered. She 
fell an early vi&im to her own unguarded 
folly and his unfeeling avarice. 

Mrs. Dunbar continuing obftinate in her 
refufals to return to Wales, her parents 

were 
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were at laft prevailed on to allow her a 
handfome annuity ; and Lady Edwin took 
into her own care the child. She was very 
happy to be eafed of the trouble of bring- 
ing it up. It was a female, and named 
after herfelf. 

Thus once more in poffeffion of the 
means of living in rank, her houfe was 
crowded, as her doors were opened to that 
kind of indifcriminate company which 
would difgrace a private party, but which 
were of a certain fet, and therefore not 
wholly contemptible. With great cunning 
fhe foon acquired fome experience, and 
blending one with the other, had the dex- 
terity to make the jun&ion pafs for wit. 
She was yet young, genteel, and had not 
a bad face ; was cautious, but not fufpedt- 
«d of prudery ; in (hort, fhe maintained a 
kind of doubtful character, too fufpicious 
for the pure unfullied foul of innocence^ 
and too guarded for the politive ftamp of 
.guilt. 

Mr. Wilkinfon and his lovely bride re- 
Vol. iy. ' N tired, 
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tired, contented with their lot, to Lhndore, 
where Mrs. Herbert's home Was, though 
her frequent excursions to her fon's almoft 
Tendered it merely nominal. . The profpe- 
rous itate of the Iron-works was a mine of 
riches more acceptable, and fer more ho- 
nourable, than that they had miffed in Sut- 
ton's weakh. The provifion Mr. Wilkin- 
fon promifed Villars, was fapplied by Mr* 
Summers, who was of fiich a prepofterous 
turn, that he fancied even (he, in compa- 
rifon of fome part of the world, might be 
virtuous ; at leaft, he would prefervc her 
from the temptations to guilt ; an ad of 
humanity he did not live to repent. The 
remainder .of his days, which werefpent at 
Trevannion Houfe, were unruffled by a 
fingle grief, and uninterrupted by care, he 
finished his life in the arms of the young 
Earl, and his change from this world, to 
that he had been long prepared to enter, 
was unmarked by one groan, or rendered 
{hocking to his friends by one convulfive 
ftruggle ; the placid fmile of true benevo- 
lence 
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knee dwelt on his features after life had 
ceafed to animate them. The bijlk of his 
fortune he left to the Countefs ahd her chil- 
dren, with handfome legacies to thofe of 
Mr. Wilkinfon. 

Mrs. Wellers left Lady Trevannion but 
for a fhort period ; fhe had the misfortune 
to* lofe her valuable hufband foon after her 
return to Layton ; and the grateful heart 
flie had fo often foothed, would not fuffer 
her to feel forrow alone; Lord Trevannion 
himfelf fetched her to his beloved Anna, 
whofe then fituation would not admit of 
her travelling ; and the good woman ex- 
perienced the regard of her noble friends, 
in the confidence the whole family repofed 
in her fon. All their money concerns were 
intruded to Mr. Wellers; a circumftance 
however of equal advantage to both par- 
ties ; fince the large fums conftantly in his 
hands, could not be more profitable to him, 
as a fpeculative man, than his ftrid pro- 
bity and exad honefty, as well as invariable 
regularity, was to them. 

N 2 Eliza 
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Eliza Melmoth continued to receive the 
advantage of the inftru&ions and example 
of Lady Trevannion, till fhe entered her 
feventeenfch year, when (he gave her hand 
to young Mordant, who, on that occafion, 
with his father, fettled in their native 
country* 

Lady Cecilia, .gratified in her family 
pride, was wholly wrapt up in her niece, 
and fully employed in educating the young 
Cecilia, after her model, in hopes to make 
her worthy to fhare the heart of the heir of 
Trevannion. 

Lord Trevannjon, by degrees, divefted 
Sir William Edwin of his prejudices, and 
.changed his oppofition to the minifter, into 
a patriotic zeal for the good of his country, 
and the honour of his prince, which he at 
length convinced him were fynonymous 
terms.- 

Himfelf, a watchful and independent 
guardian of the privileges and benefits of 
the nation atiargc, and his own county in 

particular. 



ANNA. 269 

particular, not urged by prejudice, nor re* 
ftrained by interefted confiderations, he ei- 
ther fupported, or oppofed, men and mea- 
fures, as they appeared to haye in view the 
general good ; his honour was above price ; 
and his principles fecured from temptation 
by that noble pride which, fcorning obli- 
gation, regulated his wi(hes to his power. 
Many pofleffed greater eftates ; but thofe 
whofe rent rolls were ten times larger, were 
neither fo affluent nor fo happy as he ;"be- 
caufe he was generous, and becaufe he was 
juft ; his wife, the fond choice of his early 
years, is yet the objeft of his adoration ; 
her beauty, ftriking as it is, is her leaft at- 
traction ; and her high rank and affluent 
fortune creates not that refpeft, which is 
paid to her excellent heart and refined un- 
derftanding. 

Bleft with the full gratification of 
their wi flies in the poffeffion of each 
other, and happy in a beauteous offspring, 
furrounding, like olive branches, their hof- 
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pitable board, they yet live, and may they 
long do fo, adored by each other, 

Venerated by their Children, 

Efteemed by theitf Friends, 

Beloved and honoured by their Country* 
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